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ower, classic lines 


and incredible handling And y nooneeverwill. — 


The motorcycles that started it all. The bikes from Britain. 
Now for 1976, the styling, the power, the handling are here, more 
together than ever.in these latest superbikes from Britain. 

The new 1976 Triumph Bonneville T 140V, the legendary 750cc vertical 
twin. The unsurpassed Triumph Trident T 160. And the incomparable 
Norton 850 Commandos with vibration-free Isolastic ride. 

It's time to get it on with British Biking. See the full line, 
now on display at your Norton and Triumph dealers. 





Norton Triumph Corporation/Norton Triumph Bonneville Ltd. 
2765 East Huntington Drive, Duarte, California 91010. 
EE Phone (213) 359-3221. 
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This Month's Cover: In response to a growing staff 
conviction that there is more to life than motor- 
cycles, we journeyed to Fistula, Oklahoma to con- 
duct our first road test of a rock. Shown against 
an azure Okie sky, "Big Dummy," as the rock is af- 
fectionately known, sits firmly on the ground, 
affords fine traction, has a low center of gravity 
and is nicely styled. Snapper by Dale Boller. 
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Tops for whatever 
you ride or drive. 


More bikes in America come with NGK 
as original equipment than with any other 
spark plug. And for good reason. NGK’s 
copper core delivers a wider heat range. 
And that keeps them firing for extra miles 
not only in two-wheelers but also in cars, 
vans and trucks. Fair weather or foul, NGK 
keeps you going. Strong. 
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The Copper Core gives you more. 
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Collectors Edition Honda has announced a very special GL-1000 limited edition 
luxury motorcycle that will combine show-bike styling with 


Honda GL-1000 LTD grand touring design. Collectors and motorcycling enthusiasts 
will find that special markings and extraordinary detail set the 
Annou need. GL-1000 LTD apart from anything in the motorcycling world. 
Supply of this 1976 model is expected to be limited to about one 
per Honda dealer. A unique gold wing crest and special gold 
striping accent the deep candy brown lacquered enamel. Fine 
touches include show-quality chrome on fenders, radiator 
shroud, kickstand and valve covers; gold-color anodized alu- 
minum wheel rims and spokes. High-rise handlebars and a con- 
toured, quilt-pattern saddle assure touring comfort. A kit of 
heavily chromed tools in a custom-fitted leather pouch, a gold- 
stamped owner’s manual and leather key case will place the 
GL-1000 LTD and its owner in a class well beyond the reach 
of any other motorcycle on the market. 


Extended Warranty The Service Department of American Honda has announced 


n the continuation of its extended warranty coverage program. 
Coverage Now Available. From August 1, 1976 until January 31, 1977, customers who 
purchase a new Honda motorcycle will receive between one 
and three months of extra warranty coverage. This additional 
coverage is available on nearly all Honda models while the 
length of extra coverage depends on the specific Honda model 
you purchase. Your local Honda dealer can provide you with 
all the details. 


New Garden Tiller The Power Products Division of American Honda has 


announced the addition of the F-400 to its garden tiller line. 

From Honda. The F-400 tiller is powered by a 3.5-hp Honda four-stroke 
engine and is available in standard and deluxe models. The 
deluxe model features two forward speeds plus a reverse gear 
and a swing-lock handle that can be adjusted for height and 
tilling angle. The standard model offers two forward tilling 
speeds and handle adjustment to accommodate varying opera- 
tor characteristics. The F-400 is expected to find broad use 
by both amateur and professional gardeners and is available 
now at many Honda Power Products dealers. 
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The Dread Scott Decision 


9 Dick O'Brien sprinted through the pits 
like Houston McTear. l've been around 
O’Brien, hither and yon, for ten years and 
l've never seen him burn rubber off his 
Footjoys like that. But then again I’ve 
rarely seen him worked up, and Dick 
O'Brien was worked up. Gary Scott, reign- 
ing National Number One and presently 
(and futurely) on the outs with his former 
employers, the Harley-Davidson Motor 
Co., had just put in a claim for Rex Beau- 
champ's National-winning XR-750. 


The American Motorcycle Associa- 
tion's claiming rule, in substance, goes 
like this: every race is a claiming race; a 
750cc dirt-track racer goes for $3500—the 
claimant pays his money and he gets the 
engine, transmission, ignition and car- 
buretion; only riders who have ridden in a 
race can claim a bike from that race, and 
the only bikes liable to a claim are finishers 
one, two and three; any rider who fails to 
comply with a legit claim forfeits his prize 
money and his competition license; and if 
there is more than one claim for a particu- 
lar bike, a drawing will be used to pick the 
winner. 

What propelied Dick O'Brien through 
the pits like an orange-and-white version 
of the Schlitz Malt Liquor bull was more 
than the straightforward probability of los- 
ing one of his race bikes. It was losing it to 
Scott that upset him. O'Brien plucked 
Gary from the Triumph/Norton people 
two years ago and together they had 
brought the National Championship back 
to Milwaukee. Scott is contemporaneous 
with Kenny Roberts. Scott had produced 
for HD what Roberts had won for Yamaha: 
National Number One. After the season 
was over Scott made it known that he 
should thenceforth be paid what Roberts 
was paid—an amount that exceeded the 
gross national product of Canada. Grown- 
ups work within budgets. O'Brien, HD's 
racing chief, has a budget. What Scott 
wanted would have absorbed most of it, 
meaning that Gary, if he were paid what 
he wanted to be paid, would be the sole 
supported factory rider for HD. 

That is not Harley-Davidson's way, nor 
is it Dick O'Brien's. O'Brien is this coun- 
try's best race team manager; among the 
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many things that make him the best are 
his sense of fairness and his concern for 
everyone who works with, and for, him. 
It'd be a cold day in hell before O'Brien 
would kiss off youngsters like Spring- 
Steen, Keener, Beauchamp, and Sassa- 
man. If you ride for Milwaukee you may 
not be paid as much as Roberts—but by 
the same token you'll be a member of a 
racing family, up or down, for a good long 
stretch, and the equipment developed for 
you and supplied to you will be no better 
and no worse than the equipment sup- 
plied to your teammates. O'Brien is a fair 
man; O'Brien doesn't play favorites. 

And so it came to pass last winter that 
Gary Scott, who had moved to the mid- 
west to be closer to the factory, declined 
to come to terms with HD, turned his back 
on most if not all the indirect benefits that 
accrue to a factory-supported National 
Champion, forbade HD to use his name or 
his championship in any promotional way 
and headed for the rocks and ruts of 
Privateer Road—keeping a pair of Harley- 
Davidson's dirt-trackers as going-away 
presents to himself. 

The word I got at San Jose was that HD 
executives higher than O'Brien hadn't 
been apprised of any long-term loan 
agreements between the company and 
Gary Scott, and had gone so far as to 
commence legal action to get the bikes 
back. O'Brien, never a petty man nor a 
vengeful one, headed the marshals off at 
the pass. 

Except here he was, on the verge of 
losing another one. Negotiations were un- 
derway in the courtyard of a County Fair- 
grounds out-building, where the bikes of 
Beauchamp, Springsteen, Scott and 
Jorgenson (finishers one through four) 
had been brought for teardown. Associate 
Editor Dave Holeman and | snuck inside 
and tried our best to blend into the back- 
ground. O’Brien wasn’t talking—at least 
not to me. Scott was talking—to every- 
body, most notably former teammate 
Corky Keener. Keener and Sassaman had 
put in counterclaims on Beauchamp’s 
bike, and Scott thought that was dirty 
pool. Corky and Greg both had the requi- 
site funds—$3500—in the proper form. 


Scott’s money was his own. He suspected 
that Greg’s and Corky’s money had come 
from the factory, and his sense of a con- 
spiracy turned the air blue. Bill Boyce, the 
AMA’s Competition Director, was acting 
as Master of Ceremonies. He had to keep 
Keener from punching Scott and Scott 
from punching Keener, and he had to 
explain the draw-off as he went along. He 
had three theater tickets. On the back of 
the tickets he wrote numbers correspond- 
ing to the National numbers of the three 
claimants. He selected Dave Holeman’s 
pork-pie as a suitably neutral repository 
for the tickets, and Ron Wood, whose 
Norton had finished fourth, as a suitably 
neutral ticket-picker. Holding the hat high 
overhead, he invited Wood to draw away. 
Wood did. “Number One,” Wood said, 
and the bike, or at least the power-produc- 
ing components of the bike, belonged to 
Gary Scott. 

Those of us on the scene were imme- 
diately assaulted by our feelings of am- 
bivalence. Scott better than anybody must 
know that there are race bikes and there 
are factory race bikes, and almost never 
the twain shall meet. His own race bike 
had been dusted off badly by the factory 
race bikes of Rex and Jay Springsteen, 
and anybody who has been around Scott 
knows that for the margin to have been 
created by anything other than an equip- 
ment differential would be a premise un- 
acceptable to Gary. Scott races for a 
living: he wins to eat. His equipment has to 
be competitive, or it’s catsup-soup and 
peanut brittle. Lord knows Scott has the 
record to deserve nothing but the best, 
and besides, where is it graven in stone 
that factory-annointed riders are the only 
ones permitted even the hope of victory? 

On the other hand . . . on the other 
hand: Beauchamp's race-winning bike, 
the one that had carried his newly-mend- 
ed collar-bones to a stirring victory and 
had restored Rex's self-confidence, was 
no longer Beauchamp's race-winning 
bike at all. It was Scott's. The hundreds 
and hundreds of hours that Babe Demay 
had pumped into that particular XR-750 to 
make it as fast and as tough as it was, 

(Continued on page 120) 
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WE DON'T WANT OTHER PEOPLES PARTS 
IN OUR MOTORCYCLES. 


(A Less Than Tolerant Viewpoint From Harley-Davidson.) 


Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
are expected to be classics. 
Naturally, with that kind 
7 of pressure from within, we've 
4 become somewhat exacting 
and inflexible. 
: For example, the piston to 
cylinder wall fit on a Harley- 
Davidson FX-1200 motorcycle 
is between .001 and .002 of an 
inch. That's 1⁄ the thickness 
of a human hair! 

So you can see why we 
come unglued when instead of 
seeing your authorized Harley- 
Davidson dealer and using 
only genuine Harley-Davidson 
replacement parts, you put in 
somebody else’s heads, valves, 
^ pistons, cables, and even oil 
This should be a polite and oil filters. 





message that attempts to per- Worse yet, when you don't 

suade you to use only genuine use our parts, you don't use 

Harley-Davidson parts. the one guy out there who we 
We don't feel all that polite trust to be just as tenacious as 

about the subject, however. we are—your Harley-Davidson 
Our engineers and design- dealer. 

ers, quite frankly, lack tolerance. To you it's no big deal. 






They seemtotakegreatjoyin ^ To our guys, you're violat- | i 
constantly reminding us that ing a basic law of physics. 24 


The Whole Equals the Sum of its Parts. 





Harley-Davidson 
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Letters: 


Hotsy-Totsy Jerks 


l've been riding motorcycles for about 9 
years now, and l've been reading your 
magazine a long time; and I've finally had 
enough B.S. from a faction of riders in this 
country. 

| have tried not to be a prejudiced 
person toward people, motorcycles or 
anything for as long as l've been able to 
grit my teeth. But the time has come to 
stop gritting my teeth and to hand back a 
little of this trash I’ve been collecting all 
these years. 

Boy, am | mad! 

| am a Japanese bike owner. | always 
have been, and until | see something 
better | always will be. I’ve been pa- 
tronized for years, looking at friend’s Tri- 
umphs, Harleys, B.S.A.s, etc. objectively, 
while in all my years of riding | have never 
seen one Harley or Triumph rider regard 
any Japanese bike with anything other 
than contempt. 

This is to all you “real motorcycle” 
riders of the whole world: what a bunch of 
hotsy-totsy jerks you are! 

The last straw came when | was reading 
the June issue of Cycle. On pages 28-29 
is the most sickening, idiotic advertise- 
ment | have seen in my life. Harley-David- 
son says, “You’ve seen Hondas, Yama- 
has, and BMWs that needed a good 
cleaning. But can you ever remember 
seeing a Harley-Davidson in anything less 
than immaculate condition?" 

After | read the first line three times, | 
had to shake my head to avoid coma. 


THIS 1S ONLY PROTOTYPE STAGE, CONCEPT HRS BEEN DONE DEORE 
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Evidently, the writer of this very stupid 
advertisement wasn’t at Daytona this year. 
| saw legions of Harley-Davidsons that 
were filthy, dented, oily, ugly, slow and 
every other nasty word you can think of. 
And so were their riders. 

If the ultra-idiot who wrote this trash 
would care to venture to Raleigh, North 
Carolina and look me up, | will show him/ 
her or it a clean, clean, clean 750 Honda 
that is maintained and runs very well. 

Now that my anger has subsided a little, 
let me say that if I’ve offended any Tri- 
umph Norton riders who may have an 
open-minded attitude toward motorcy- 
cles, then | apologize. My own brother 
owns a Trident and hates anything else 
and berates Japanese bikes at every op- 
portunity. | care enough about his feelings 
to not do like-wise. 

This letter is not to try to sell anybody on 
Japanese motorcycles. Just be quiet 
about them. You ride what you want, and 
let us do the same. 

Ted Williams 
Apex, North Carolina 


A FAR CRY 

Having been out of touch with motor- 
cycling for nearly five years now, | was 
very interested in my brothers new 
Yamaha RD-400. | was curious to see the 
effects of the various improvements re- 
cently made to motorcycles and ex- 
emplified by his 400 twin. | had read the 
Cycle test and had great expectations 
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about this new model, but wasn’t pre- 
pared for what | got. 

Properly cautioned about “taking it 
easy” and the terrific power of this 
“pocket-rocket,” | set out on a test ride. 
With a flick of my wrist | had the engine 
screaming as if a pair of vice-grips had 
suddenly been clamped on the rear of the 
engine casings. My left hand flashed out 
the clutch and the machine reared in- 
stantly to a 45 degree angle. Trying not to 
let the bike sense that | was afraid, | 
immediately stabbed second gear into 
place . . . whereupon, to my absolute 
astonishment, the entire machine rose 
from the ground on jets of raging exhaust! 
Around 10,000 feet in fifth, the jetting 
seemed to be going off tune from the 
pressure changes, so | nosed over and 
made a beautiful wobble-free landing 
thanks to the excellently damped long 
travel suspension and fade-free disc 
brakes. | can hardly express my enthusi- 
asm for this type of performance and ride, 
a far cry from my earlier, outdated cycling 
experience. 

Otho M. Otte 

East Lansing, Michigan 

Send us some of what you're smoking, 
Mr. Otte.—ed. 


LONG TOUR 

| have just finished reading for the third 
time John Pitts’ story, “The Long Tour"— 
WOW!!! 

Talk about pure enjoyment—I can't 
begin to describe what a thrill it was just 
reading the article. 

His description of mile after mile was so 
vivid | felt | was there to visualize the 
scenery, experience his agony and to feel 
his sense of really "breaking away from it 
all." 

Great thanks to Mr. Pitts' for sharing his 
experience and thanks to CYCLE for print- 
ing this wonderful story. 

Roger C. Turnbough 
Northglenn, Colorado 


FAN 

Although | am usually impressed by 
your coverage of new developments, | am 
disappointed that you have ignored one of 
the most exciting new bikes in the mid- 
dleweight class. The cycle | refer to is the 
Moto Morini 3%, a 350cc V-twin from Italy 
which will outperform nearly anything in 
its class except perhaps a 350-400 
Yamaha. 

Although not plentiful by Japanese 
standards, there are a hell of a lot more 
(Continued on page 110) 
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A WINNING PERFORMANCE 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS 

Give your machine a 17% "Winning Perform- 
ance" increase and save 20 Ibs. Systems are 
chrome and black and install without remov- 
ing the center stand. Available for Honda 
and Kawasaki from 400cc up. See our cata- 
logue or call for prices and availability. 





B ENGINE CASE GUARDS 

Protects engine cases on both sides. Amer- 
ican made of beautiful chrome or painted 
epoxy black. $27.50. Available for Honda 750K 
and F $27.50; 500/550 $27.50; CB450 $27.50; 
Kawasaki 900 $27.50. 





C LOCKHART OIL COOLER 

Cool oil is the life of your engine. So beat 
your heat with a Lockhart Oil Cooler made of 
high strength, heat treated aluminum alloy 
with both internal and external fins for maxi- 
mum heat dissipation. Easy installation. Kit 
comes with all hardware; in black or chrome 
plated. 


Harley Electroglide $54.95, Honda 4's $65.95, 
Gold Wing $69.95, Kawa 900 $65.95, Yam 650 
$65.95. Add $20 for chrome. 


D LESTER WHEELS 

Everyone now knows the advantages of cast 
wheels versus spoke wheels; lighter weight, 
greater strength. Now you can get yours now 
from the biggest mag wheel retail dealer in 
the east. Call now for stock information and 
prices. Bigger popular road bikes only at 
this time. 


TUNE-UP KITS Available for all popular 
makes and models by the world's leading 
manufacturer of electrical parts. Kits include 
spark plugs, points and condenser. Our 


prices are the best in the industry—check 
our catalogue for price and model applica- 
tion. Ask for additional kits not listed as we 
are constantly adding new items. 





BELL HELMETS The choice of professionals. 
Available in sizes 6%'s to 77's. RT-in whilte 
$34.95. Super Magnum in white or silver 
$49.95. Star 90 in white or orange $59.95. 
Star 120 white or orange $59.95. Please give 
second color choice if acceptable. 


FLIP-UP SHIELD BY NATIONAL HYDRON 
Flips out of the way when not needed; three 
snaps allow it to fit most helmets. Use it on 
your Bell Star 120 up to size 7%. Will work 
on larger sizes but does not fully cover open- 
ing. Standard-clear $7.95. Hydron coated 
—prevents fogging $9.95. MXL scratch 
resistant. $9.95. ° 
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OUTRIDER HELMET SPECIAL 

Values to $40. Top-Gear, Saber, Arai, H.A., 
Safetech, Buco, Max and other. popular 
brand name helmets. Helmets are brand new, 
approved and of fiberglass construction. 
Ideal for your passenger. Not all helmets 
available in all colors, please give three 
color choices. $24.95. Club inquiries invited! 


EUROPEAN STYLE TOURING HANDLE BAR 
Made in the BMW SS pattern favored by 
high-speed touring riders, amateur road 
racers and drag fans. Will fit disc brake 
model Honda, Kawasaki and Yamaha. Drilled 
for Honda models, others add $1.00 for drill- 
ing if desired. Please specify model bike. 32 
inch rise, 33 inches wide—ends can be cut to 
desired widths. $19.95. Available in black 
epoxy or chrome finish. 


HELMET LOCK 

The latest motorcycles have built-in helmet 
locks, so update your motorcycle with a 
tough, tamper proof lock featuring one way 
screws. Bolts on all 7& inch handle bars or 
frame tubes. Chrome finish. $4.50. 





gum se uA num mmm Gm GS ee UNS ‘a 


)UTRIDER 
ACCESSORIES 


AND 


PARTS 
UNLIMITED 


HONDA OIL PRESSURE 
GAUGE $13.00 

Gives constant oil pressure 
readings which could save 
costly repairs. Installed in min- 
utes to side of Honda 750 en- 
gines. No special tools needed. 
See new catalog for other 
model applications. 





AIR. HORNS 12 VOLTS 

The loudest horn available for 
your wheels; a. necessity for all 
road machines. Kit consists of 
two chrome trumpets (high and 
low), compressor, brackets, re- 
lay, tubing and hardware. Horns 
require custom installation and 
extra brackets may be required. 
$23.98. 








Send $1.00 for 
our all new 
120 page 

1976 catalog. 
(Free with any 
$10.00 order) 
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GAUNTLET GLOVES 

Our very popular all weather 
touring gauntlet. Made of top 
quality leather with vinyl cuff. 
$10.95. Black only in S, M, L. 


PONY EXPRESS BAGS 
Top quality naugahyde feels 
and looks like real leather. 
Bags fit either under or over 
your bike's seat, or may be car- 
ried over your shoulder. A great 
new innovation that. lets you 
carry your belongings with you 
at all times. $15.98. Available 
in brown only. 





CHAPMAN LOCK 

Stranded, high carbon steel 
cable measures six feet and is 
the best locking device on the 
market. Covered with black 
vinyl to protect your motor- 
cycle's finish, cable has a 
seven tumbler tubular key lock 
and is easier to carry than a 
chain and lock. $34.95. 





N DSPARKPLUGS 69€ each 
Sparkplug special! Nippon 
Densos are original equipment 
in many Japanese motorcycles. 
Order by mail and save. Give 
us your bike make and model 
and we'll send you the correct 
plugs. Standard plugs, boxes 
of ten only, $6.90. 


OUTRIDER ACCESSORIES, INC. 


Orders taken 24 hours daily. if additional information is needed to order 
please call 9 A.M.-6 P.M. EDST. 212-581-2250 


MAIL ORDER DIVISION 
608 W. 57th St. 
New York, New York 10019 
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N. Miami Beach. Fla. 33162 






Los Angeles. Calif. 90064 





— 








Top Bike 


€ There is nothing delicate looking about 
Hobbit, the 350 bhp, 450 Ib, double- 
engined, supercharged, 8.47 second, 173 
mph quarter-miler. It’s the fastest drag 
racing bike built and based in Europe— 
conceived, owned, raced and largely con- 
structed by John Hobbs of Luton, the 
English General Motors town. 

Engines, finished matt black, squat 
brutishly amid plates, pipes and hoses, 
and monster magnetoes hang out the 
right side. Blacker exhaust pipes, welded 
in sections, droop malevolently from their 
cylinder heads. Toothed rubber belts, 
double and triple row chains, pulleys and 
sprockets activate blowers and transmit 
power. Plain aluminum plates, formed 
roughly to conform to belt and chain lines, 
guard against the aftereffects of break- 
ages. Conglomerates of fabricated 
elbows and rubber hoses inhale fuel/air 
mix and direct it into the cylinders in 
boosted form. The Hobbit is, as British 
road test journals invariably described the 
home industry's products, the epitome of 
functionalism. 

The most unusual things are the en- 
gines. They boast nothing outlandish in 
specification which is vintage vertical twin 
with non-unit construction, 360-degree 
crankshafts, overhead valves, and most 
things British Traditional. The rarity value 
rests with their make: Weslake of the 
Rickman eight-valve heritage (circa 1967). 
Conversions marketed for Triumphs grew 
into 750/850cc all-Weslake engines, 
which found homes in road-racing side- 
car rigs and proved totally competitive 
until TZ-700s engines appeared. 

As much as anything, conservatism 
keeps Weslake engines to a very small 
minority on the drag strips where Triumph 
basics rule. Yet the Weslake represents 
the logical British progression, and any- 
body professing to know everything about 
Triumphs would immediately possess 
equal knowledge of Weslakes. 

The 77.8 mm x 88.5 mm (841cc) 
Weslake is engineered to last. The crank- 
case castings are generous with alumi- 
num, measuring over a half-inch thick in 
high stress areas. Head retaining studs 
run uninterrupted through the cylinder 
finning to bury themselves deep in the 
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did tend to overload its transmission, bend 
the frame, and cause supercharger belts 
to snap. But the Weslakes survived intact. 

Supercharging is the favored British 
method of raising power, improving vol- 
umetric efficiency and combustion. Su- 
perchargers and carburetors are readily 
available, and so are the techniques of 
operation. The combination produces re- 
spectable ETs without resort to heavy 
nitro percentages. Nobody actually claims 
perfection for the system, as some blow- 
ers are pretty old fashioned and inef- 
ficient. Fuel atomization with carburetors 
also leaves something to be desired. But 
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crankcases. Machined from a solid billet, 
the 1.375-inch ‘crankshaft has 1.75-inch 
crankpins carrying light alloy connecting 
rods fitted with forged flat-crown pistons. 
One-inch head diameter exhaust and 
1.15-inch inlet valves form a narrow in- 
cluded angle in the gas-flowed heads. 
The Weslake 8-Valve also functions hap- 
pily on modest cam lift—.325-inch exhaust 
and .359-inch inlet—and cam durations 
are 310 degrees and 350 degrees respec- 
tively. The Weslake is strong. 

Delivered in 1974 as standard road rac- 
ing engines, the Weslakes were stripped 
and reassembled as straight-liners to 
Hobbs’ own particular satisfaction. 
Throughout the 1975 season, the Hobbit 
completed or attempted about 100 runs, 
and nothing in the engines failed. The bike 


the things do work, if only through a 
mixture of hope, prayer and science. Fuel 
injection is an avenue yet unexplored, and 
the benefits completely unexploited. 
Hobbs uses 2-inch SU carburetors and 
two 1500cc Shorrock superchargers, one 
for each engine, with redlines at 80 per 
cent of the Weslake’s 8500 rpm maximum. 
Theoretically capable of charging the 
plenum to 30 psi but producing a realistic 
20 psi in practice, the supercharging 
raises combustion chamber pressure to 
about 500 psi before detonation, and in- 
creases compression ratio from the nomi- 
nal 7:1 to 15:1. To accomodate the 
plumbing, Hobbs reversed the front cylin- 
der head and transposed the inlet and 
exhaust cams to obtain the correct valve 


(Continued on page 118) 
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that’s shattering a 70-ye ar old tradition 





For 70 years the Bike Wheel has been one 
skinny wire spoke after another — always in need of 
Las adjustment, loose spokes to tighten — broken spokes to 

- be replaced. Now the Lester Wheel is changing all that. 





The Lester Cast Alloy Wheel is the best and tougl 
est there is. Bar None. m It's made from the finest heat- 
treated aluminum alloy with dynamic “I” beam construction The 2S ster 
for the ultimate in strength h. 
a It's accurately m eliminating problems of c Wheel sy S VSSM VSSM 
z E dde. 
round. w gray Improves oves stabi cia aling. m SC U 
ee d brake m , with e 
greater performance and complete confidence. Add it up. TE Write for FREE Brochure 
Performance, Peace of Mind! And as an extra IAE inquies Iri ee 
1 dE | í it 
Peri es) neos tele tios or tunelees Ues noi | cicne no. 56 ON READER E 


xc MM ah ee Bedford Heights, Ohio 44146 — Phone 232-9030 
— a Division of Lester Industries, Inc. ee eee lo, m (216) 
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Spender’s Paradise 


Triumph 650 Owners . . . never give 
up. And they shouldn't, considering Bob 
Chantland's 750cc Triumph conversion 
kit. For $259.00 you get an aluminum 
(356-T6) aircraft alloy cylinder assembly, 
replaceable precision-ground nickel alloy 
Sleeves, replaceably copper wire O-rings 
to maximize cylinder head/cylinder seal- 
ing, slotted steel head studs, your choice 
of 9.5-1 or 10.5-1 forged pistons indi- 
vidually fitted to the cylinder bore, Perfect 





Circle piston rings, a gasket, piston pins, 
retainers, nuts, washers and a complete 
instruction booklet. Oversized pistons are 
available in 3 oversizes. The cylinder is 7 
Ibs. lighter than a stocker and dissipates 
heat quicker. Fits any 650 Triumph made 
after 1963 with no machine work; can also 
be adapted to 1962 or older Trumpets. 
Write to Bob Chantland, 242 Northvale 
Blvd., Coon Rapids, Minn. 55433 or call 


612-757-2584.. 
CIRCLE NO. 2 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


But It’s Trick! We doubt that there are 
many of you who need to charge 10 
motorcycle batteries at the same time, but 
if such a chore should ever pop up, the 





Christie charger is what you'll need. It can 
handle 4 six-V. and 6 12-V. batteries simul- 
taneously. Available through Beck/Arnley 
distributors. 

CIRCLE NO. 1 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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More Whack for the Track: Don Emler, 
who is reputed to be able to get horse- 
power out of a Scripto, has just designed 
this new exhaust system for the 1976 CR 
Honda 125cc motocrosser. Available 
through the Flying Machine Factory, the 
pipe comes with a rebuildable glass-pack 
silencer and is finished in serious-looking 
flat black heat-resistant paint. It is sup- 





posed to do all the normal wonderful 
things, like increase usable power 
“throughout the RPM range” and widen 
the power band of stock CR-125 engines. 
Probably. does, considering Emler. The 
pipe costs $49.95; write to FMF, 1416 W. 
259th Street Dept. B6, Harbor City, Cal. 


90710. 
CIRCLE NO. 3 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


The Happy Man in America: In the 
June 1976 issue of Cycle, Jim Greening 
wrote a story in Pipeline entitled “The 
Happy Man," a mini-feature on the emer- 
gence, submergence, and re-emergence 
of Doug Mitchenall in the fairing business. 
A space squeeze on Pipeline eliminated 
the photo of the Mitchenall fairing, and so 
Cycle received inquiries: What does it 





look like? How much is it? Where do you 
get one in the United States? The photo 
here answers the first question, and $190 
will buy it. Further information regarding 
colors and model-fitment is available from 


the sole U.S. importer of Craven- 
Mitchenall products, who is Tom Ander- 
son, P.O. Box 472, Freeport, Illinois 61032 
or telephone (815) 235-2747. 

CIRCLE NO. 4 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Enduro-Helper: It can't flatten berms, 
snuff cactus, pave over stream crossings 
or fix a flat, but Digitronics, Inc’s new 
Chrono-Computer should be very useful 
to the average enduro enthusiast. It com- 
putes time, speed and distance factors 
and gives you a continuous odometer 
readout that tells you exactly where you 
ought to be. If the Computer reads 30.1 





miles and your bike’s odometer says 30.0 
miles, you’re behind schedule and you’d 
best get the gas on. The unit is completely 
self-contained, compact and the speed 
setting as adjustable in one-mph incre- 
ments. Costs about $100. Write to Digi- 
tronics, Inc., 4029 Westerly Place, 
Newport Beach, Calif. 92660. 
CIRCLE NO. 5 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Sproooiiing! Action Fours, which has 
confined its expertise almost exclusively 
to the development of high-performance 
four-cylinder four-strokes, has introduced 
racing’ valve spring sets for the Honda 
500/550, 750 and Kawasaki Z1/KZ900. 
Inner and outer springs are wound from 
high-grade chrome-silicone steel wire, 
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then heat-treated and shot-peened. Re- 
tainers are made out of titanium and 4096 
to 6096 lighter than stock or previous after- 
market pieces. A set for your Four will cost 
$79.50; specify model when ordering from 
Action Fours, Inc., 1517 E. McFadden 
Ave., Dept. B6, Santa Ana, Calif. 92705 
CIRCLE NO. 6 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
(Continued on page 126) 
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91976 R. J. Reynolds Tobacco Co: 








| EmoLedj just to be like bod T. Now 
know what smoking all about. I smoke fog taste. 
And Winston's gu taste is what I 
J| Winstorris for real. 







Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 











A special Stepside for people 
with unlimited imaginations. 
Our short-wheelbase Stepside 
just naturally seems to stimulate 
people's imaginations. We've put 
together one new version called 
Chevy Sport. What happens next 
is up to you. Maybe you stop 
here. Maybe you start. 

What you see, you get. 

That’s your basic Chevy Sport 
down there, with the 6% -ft. 

box. The custom striping comes 
standard. Along with the Rally 
wheels, the white-lettered on-off- 
road tires, the chromed bumpers 
and the brushed-aluminum cab- 











back molding. You also get the 
Scottsdale package, including a 
full-width seat with our thickest 
foam padding and our softest 
vinyl upholstery. Already you're 
looking good. 





Six or V8, 

two- or four-wheel drive. 

You know Chevy when it comes 
to the engineering department. 
Our 250 Six or a 2-barrel 350 V8 
is standard.* Even heavier going 
calls for an available 4-barrel 350 
V8 or the big 4-barrel 454 V8. 

A 4-barrel 400 V8 is available for 
four wheelers. (If you order 4WD 
with Turbo Hydra-matic in a Chevy 
Sport, you get the full-time kind.) 
Think about what else you'll need 
on the wayto your Chevy dealer's. 


*In California, see your Chevy dealer 
about engine/transmission availability. 


CHEVY 
SPORT. 





YOUR MONEY'S WORTH. MILE AFTER MILE AFTER MILE. 


CIRCLE NO. 62 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





Tips. 


Stem Straightener 


Here's what might be a helpful hint to 
some of your readers: 

If the valve stem on one of the tires on 
your bike is crooked, deflate the tire and 
push the bike around in circles in the 
direction opposite the angle of the stem. 
This usually straightens it out and it is 
easier than removing the tire to accom- 
plish the same. 

Dave Gilbieth 
Montclair, New Jersey 


CLEVER, VERY CLEVER 

When cold starting a BMW R60/6 and 
possibly other models, gasoline from the 
overflow hole on the lower part of the float 
bowl on the left side drops down and wets 
the shift pedal and then to the top of your 
boot, which can do considerable damage 
to good leather. 

To prevent this, take a cap from a WD- 
40 can and install it over the hex nut after 
pulling back the bowl retaining bail. Then 
push the bail back in place but over the 
cap rim, which holds the cap firmly in 
place. The cap will catch and hold the 
small amount of overflowing gasoline, 
which soon evaporates. 

Alvin C. Jenkins 
Monrovia, California 


STOVE/PIPE POLISH 

l'd like to pass on an idea for keeping 
painted exhaust systems looking as fresh 
as the day they were built. 

Last year | installed a black Hooker 4-1 
System after carefully painting it with VHT. 
The system looked superb until the first 
rain, when it became stained with mud. 
While the mud would wash off, a dis- 
coloration remained which would not 
come off no matter how much "elbow 
grease" was applied. 

Repainting meant disassembly, addi- 
tional down-time and a repair which 
wouldn't last. Obviously, an alternate solu- 
tion was needed and | found that an 
application of WD-40 or LPS restoréd the 
finish only on a temporary basis. | then hit 
upon the idea of using liquid stove polish. 
This works far better, giving a smooth, 
long-lasting flat black surface. The polish 


AUGUST 1976 


is simply applied with a paper towel or 
scrap of cloth and allowed to dry. If the 
first application fails to hide the blemish, 
additional coats can be added until the 
surface reaches a satisfactory ap- 
pearance. Any polish which contacts 
chrome plated parts, such as on the ex- 
haust flanges, can be wiped off without 
leaving any discoloration. 
J.D. Woods 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 


AIR FORK FILLING 

l've noticed a lot of riders using air forks. 
While this is very nice, they seem to be 
going about it the hard way, by putting a 
separate valve stem in each fork leg. This 
makes it very hard to get enough air in 
(due to the small volume of the leg) and 
almost impossible to get even pressures in 
both legs. 

A much simpler way is to get some 
brass fittings (one tee and one threaded 
end) and a short piece of car brake line. 
Drill and tap both fork caps and install the 
tee in one and the fitting in the other, run 
the brake line between the two and install 
the valve stem in the leftover leg on the 
tee. Now you've got only one valve to work 
with and double the volume. Pressures 
can now be quickly adjusted with just a 
hand pump. 

William C. Meerhof 
Comstock Park, Michigan 


BACK TO STOCK 
Perhaps | can save someone the long— 


and costly—experimentation | encoun-. 


tered when changing to a set of after- 
market exhaust pipes on a Honda CB 750. 

The four-into-one pipes | bought to 
replace my rusted-out stock pipes were 
Winning Performance pipes and muffler 
with a fiber-glass-wrapped baffle. | will 
jump ahead a bit here to say that, ulti- 
mately, the pipes and muffler proved en- 
tirely satisfactory, and seem to me every 
bit as quiet as the stock mufflers were and 
are a sturdy, well-made, accurately-fitting, 
beautifully chromed product. (In fact, if 
you wish to reduce the sound level even 
more, all you need to do is wrap a bit more 
fibreglass around the core of the baffle. A 


boat repair shop will sell you enough to do 
the job for about 25€). 

My problems arose when a usually well- 
informed mechanic friend told me that, to 
take full advantage of the improved scav- 
aging the pipes would offer, | should dis- 
card the stock air filters and its black 
plastic box and put a set of K & N air filters 
on my carbs. The man who sold me the 
four K & N filters ($28.00) said | should 
now go up from my stock 105 main jets to 
120's. 

Now my mechanic friend got back in 
the act and said | should now need to raise 
the needles in the carburetor slides a 
couple of notches—which he gladly did 
for me for a twenty dollar bill. 

Well, to shorten this sad tale, from the 
day | put on the Winning pipes and 
header, nothing worked right! Finally, in 
desperation—with no advice from the ex- 
perts—l began undoing all that had been 
done, and when | got all the way back to 
the original jets (105's), the stock needle 
settings, the stock air filter and box and 
the Winning pipes—everything worked 
perfectly! 

Moral: aftermarket four-into-one pipes 
are fine but leave everything else stock 
until operating conditions demand a 
change. The whole process of cut and try 
took some four months and needlessly 
caused the outlay of over fifty dollars. 

A.W. Coffland 
Owensboro, Kentucky 


CYCLE SUNBURN? 

| recently blundered across a little- 
known miracle in the form of a cheap 
bottle of sun tan lotion. | was getting ready 
to painfully bed down after burning most 
of my shoulders and face off on a long day 
of riding (partly on my cycle, partly on a 
riding mower. I'll do almost anything to 
keep eating.) When | suddenly remem- 
bered that | had a lunch date with a Very 
Important Man about some Very Impor- 
tant Business the next day. With two day’s 
growth of beard and a bike | had a sneak- 
ing suspicion l'd be cutting grass for a 
long time, but Somehow the thought of 
pulling a razor over what was left of my 
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PENLAND. 
Miss California 


TOOVER — — 
30,000 MILES 


CHAIN MILEAGE ACHIEVED -|MILES RIDDEN 


POPULAR | POPULAR 
LUBE 
A 


UNDER ACTUAL RIDING CONDITIONS 
Three new chains tested over thousands of 
wet and dry miles for more than a year. 


Ask Your Dealer: 17 oz. $2.98, 4% oz. $1.49 





Pe AMERICAN PJ CO. DIV. OF Pjeff CORP. 1 
= 15840 VENTURA BLVD. ENCINO. CA.91316 1 
C8761 


Please send me T-Shirts and/or Hats @ $3.95 ea. 





Indicate T-Shirt size: SM MED LG X-LG 





4 weeks for delivery. Calif. residents only add 6% sales tax. 
NAME 
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I 

L| 

i 
[ l 
I [ 
! 1 
! 1 
i 1 
1 Make check for $ payable to PJ1 Offer. Allow I 
1 I 
[ 1 
L| t 
L| 1 
1 STREET 1 
LI [| 
I I 
l ' 
I 
J 


l TATE ZIP 


14 








skin didn't send me. So | greased my face 
with my cheapo discount-store sun tan 
lotion, and you know what, not only didn’t 
it hurt, it really gave me a great shave. 

That made me curious, and since then, 
l've become a sun tan lotion freak. Not 
only do | use it in place of carrying an 
aerosol can or a wet shaving brush when 
I’m touring, but I’ve discovered that the 
cheapest lotions contain exactly the same 
ingredients as expensive leather condi- 
tioners (check the labels) and work just as 
well. Not only that, the sunscreen in some 
lotions (which is opaque to ultra violet) will 
slow down UV breakdown of vinyl seats 
and accessories. 

It does, however, give your bike a rather 
odd coconut odor, but then, who's into 
sniffing bikes? 

Don Elwell 
Tallahassee, Florida 


EMERGENCY LIGHT 
Have you ever been riding at night and 
have your headlight burn out or get bro- 
ken, and needed an emergency light? To 
get this light, first disconnect one rear turn 
signal, that is take out the bulb. Second, 
remove the amber lens from the front turn 
signal on the same side. Then turn on the 
turn signal switch to that side. The bulb 
will stay lit and you will have a white light in 
front of your bike. It will be dim but should 
work in a jam. 
M.W. Bailey 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


PSEUDO-STREETER 

This is for anyone who bought a Suzuki 
pseudo-enduro machine and likes it street 
legal but hates all that junk out in front. 
After you remove the tachometer you've 
still got the heavy metal plate the speed- 
ometer is attached to, and that humon- 
gous headlight. Try to powerslide with that 
headlight hanging out there and your 
arms will tire out very quickly. 

| had already taken my turn signals off 
so | moved the headlight back to the turn 
signal mounts, which moves its mass 
closer to the steering center line. You will 
be required to buy two longer bolts, as the 
turn signal mounts are longer. Oops, | 
forgot to tell you, if you move the headlight 
to the turn signal mounts, you'll also have 
to do something about the speedometer 
because its cable then interferes with the 
headlight. You could scrap the speed- 
ometer, but then you wouldn't know how 
fast you're going (not that the speedo tells 
you). If you decide to keep your speed- 
ometer, get rid of that heavy steel plate the 
speedometer mounts to and make a new 
mount out of a piece of scrap aluminum. | 
was able to cut one out with tinsnips. Drill 
two holes for the rubber grommets of the 
speedometer. Drill two more holes for the 
two mounting bolts. Now drill a large hole 
for the.speedometer cable. You'll have to 
enlarge this hole with a round file. Mount 
the speedometer on the hand-made 
mount and hang it on the left handlebar 





clamp ala Bultaco. Now the speedometer 
is in a vulnerable position if you crash. If 
you made it out of aluminum, like | told you 
to, the mount will bend before the speed- 
ometer breaks. | can attest to that fact. 
This tip could possibly work on other 
makes; | happen to own a 185 Sierra. 
Now that your headlight is moved back 
to the steering head, it points into the 
rearview mirrors of automobiles, giving 
the driver of said auto a light he knows is 
there. | suggest you don't ride behind 
cops. It gives off enough light to see down 
an unlit suburban street, but it points a 
little too far up to be of much use on a 
brushy trail out in the middle of nowhere. 
Now your pseudo-enduro is pseudo- 
street legal. When you're out busting sod 
you'll never know the light is there until 
you need it to get home. 
Phil Parker 
Corvallis, Oregon 


TS250 MUD-PLUG 

The following modifications have been 
made to my Suzuki TS 250L, and may be 
of help to your readers: 

The open battery and brake light switch 
can easily be hidden by a fiberglass cover 
which is easier to make than it is to 
describe. The cover keeps out mud, 
rocks, rain and prying fingers, and doesn't 
cost much. 

The cover is secured at two points: the 
lower exhaust bolt and the small bolt 
holding the mudguard to the frame. 

Gather together the usual fiberglass 
materials; resin, hardener, fiberglass mat- 
ting etc. or buy a kit. If you follow the 
instructions with the kit when mixing, you 
won't go far wrong. 

The cover is triangle shaped with its 
sides following the lines of the frame 
tubes, one either side of the battery. The 
top edge fits below the exhaust system. 
Make a mock cover out of stiff card to 
make sure all the dimensions are correct 
then use the mock as the mold for the 
cover. 

The following measurements are all 
overall sizes for the triangular shaped 
cover. 

Top edge . . . 8%-inch 

Left side . . . 7-inch 

Right side . . . 6%-inch 

The small corner at the bottom of the 
cover is cut off making a 1%-inch edge 
parallel to the top. When the cardboard is 
cut to the above sizes it will become 
clearer as to how it will fit. 

Caution must be taken to ensure the 
cover slips between the kickstart and bat- 
tery easily leaving about a quarter-inch of 
clearance. 

Build up the fiberglass in the mold so it 
is an eighth-inch, or five layers deep. 
When it comes to building the fiberglass 
into the corners of the cardboard mold, 
use plenty of resin and press hard to expel 
all the air. 

Remember to shape the mold so it has 

(Continued on page 16) 
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The Shock Troops. 


When it comes to performance you can’t beat Red Wing. 


A. B. C. D. E. 


The winningest shock absorber 
in 1975 (double winner at 
Houston in '76) is here now to 
win sales for you. 


Attractive self selling packaging 
complete with detailed mounting 
instructions and our competitive 
price structure will enable you to 
get your share of the street and 
competition market. 


The Red Wing Shock Troops. 
A. Unique KMX Jumbo shock. 
Double oil capacity cast 
aluminum alloy body for cool 

‘running. Easily rebuildable and 
convertible. Interchangeable 
springs available. 


B. Variable or constant spring 
rates available for all riding 
conditions. 


C. Rebuildable heavy duty 
damper ST series (dirt) offers 5 
spring rate pre-load positions. 
Available in 5 standard lengths. 
D. Fully assembled chrome 
plated shock absorbers come 
complete with the correct 
springs for all popular street 
machines. 


E. New "Tony D" gas shock. 
Nitro charged and complete with 
Ve" tempered chrome shaft, 
offers consistent fade-free 
dampening. Maximum rear 
wheel travel and cantilever/ 
forward mount for high 
performance. Bolts on most 
popular dirt bikes. 


The Red Wing 
Component Line 
Heavy duty shocks E 
Extra oil capacity shocks amm 
Shock springs à 
Front forks, including 

8" H.D. MX Models 
Steering dampers 
"Tony D" nitro gas shocks 
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Ride with the winners in'76—Beck /Arnley and th 
Order today. 


Riders: See your Beck/Arnley Dealer: 
Dealers: See Your Beck/Arnley Distributor listed below: 


Beck/Arnley Corp. ` 8214 Wellmoor Milne Accessories 
548 Broad Hollow Rd. Jessup, Md. 20794 429 N. Azusa Ave. 


fr srapeast aria Suet Meme Tent 36114 eee 
» xA C Smpuissrenns Nichols Motorcycle 
Cc ton, L.A., Cal. 
EC aC), Verne «S905, SRS Pe Fay Myers Supply, Inc. 
Ue PARTS & NS y 7421 N. E. Beech Denver. Colo. 80223 Chicago (Alsip), Ill. 60658 


Westwood (Boston), Mass. 02090 2015 West Alameda 4135 W. 126 


Portland, Ore. 97213 Gene Shillingford & Sons; Inc. Montreal Motosports, Ltee. 
2917 Bailey Avenue Green Lane and Radcliffe Street Montreal, P.Q., Canada 


Buffalo, N.Y. 14215 Bristol, Pa. 19007 
Bec /Arnle Cor e 6950 N. W. 46th Street 
Miami. Fla. 33166 
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HONDA of MINEOLA BUCKLE, PATCH & DECAL CORNER wore in catalog 


Antique Brass Finish BUCKLES Fit all 112" - 2" belts 





n 9 < s 
HONDA WING — $4.95 » HARLEY WING- $4.95 
Sold or Silve MX 4.95 A 
Gold color MINEOLA- $4.95 Goldcolor EAGLE — $4.95 “ld or Siver taiao iaeoa 
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 Scale for measuring patch sizes MX DECALS for vans, trucks, etc. 


Indestructible, pressure sensitive vinyl. 
gh for guider use. 


Er : : 
Se a” No. 28 — $3.50 
Blue, Red, Black, Gold 


inches 





| TAKE,IT OUT 
1 


ox AND 

i c WITH IT 
No. 17 — $1.50 No. 22 — $1.50 
Red, White, Blue, Black Red, Blue, Black, White Say 














ly Dodd f SS Small Color 
‘sai aud A T REY. (Black on Orange) MAD "dva maa" 
ONDA ts : No. 30 — $3.50 | SMXD 9"x10" $3.95 $5.95 
No. 47 — $1.00 i os No.37 $335 n Gold, Silver, Black | MNXD & LMXD available Black on 
Red, White, Blue No5 — $1.50 Po 4 White (BW); Black on Clear (BC); 
c Blue, dn Black, White £4 4 E KR: White on Clear (WC).Please specify. 
HONDA ate Á 3 
mm | Sa 
MF Adhesive Back 
T Red, Black, Gold, Silver 
No. 38 — $1.00 No. 43 — $1.00 No. 20 — $1.50 
Red, White, Blue Red, Black, d Also No. 33 Red, White, Blue 
Also asd $1.00 
P (07,727.84 available: C Jus 360 „Red SS 
ui» 3 m in No. 61 — $1.00 
a? No. 10 — $1.00 550, 750, Blue, . — 9. 
E UM 300 Red, White, Blue 1000 Black Blue, Red, Black, Gold 
5% discount on orders $15 or more, buckles and patches cembined. Use Order Form on facing page E» 


THE "LIFESAVER" BUCKLE—BLADE—BEL 


x 


Forged, Razor Keen, Mirror Finished Steel Blade, Satin P 
Finished, Decorative Buckle, Cowhide Belt 
You'll be proud to own it! We call it “The Safari.” 
Hundreds of uses, indoors, outdoors— plus it may 
save your life! The belt is so good looking, any < 
man would be delighted to wear it. Buckle 
blade 534" long: antique color, genuine 
cowhide belt, ripple finish is 134" wide. 


\ 







ONLY N 








* M . 

Small, medium, large size only, $995 : Back 2 

Not For Sale Where Prohibited by Le Law. 4 plus 75¢ postage — ;GUarantee!; 
eem s DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


~<) Buckle & Blade, Inc. Dept. Y- 7 
: 150 Nassau St., N.Y., N.Y. 10038 








Sewn in 
Pattern 


Reg. $129.95 Value 


INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


Heavy Vinyl Contoured 
Covering in Black, Foam Over Solid 
Brown, or White. Steel (12 gauge) Construction 


Fits Honda. GL-1000, 750-4, 550-4, 500-4, Kawasaki Z-1, and Yamaha 650. TO ORDER: 
Send $10.00 (check or money order) plus make & model of your bike. Specify color seat 
desired. Balance C.O.D. plus freight, California residents add 6% sales tax. Allow 30 days 


for delivery. CYC LE RIDER 


P.O. BOX 2319, WHITTIER, CA. 90606 - (213) 698-8717 

























two tabs on the two sides for the bolts to 
go through! Leave it dry for a couple of 
days. Drill the holes in the tabs and add 
further fiberglass if necessary. 

When bolting the fiberglass in place, 
use a small rubber washer on either side 
to isolate it from rattles. 

If sprayed black your cover will go al- 
most un-noticed while keeping your bat- 
tery safe and clean. 

TS 250 owners will also have found that 
the swingarm soon gets clogged with mud 
and gravel that is difficult to remove. Clean 
the dirt off and wax the paintwork. Then fit 
a piece of rubber six inches wide and five 
inches deep behind the stock rubber flap, 
leaving it hanging two inches below the 
swing arm. 

The bolts will rust in time but your swing 
arm won't. 

Kenneth Burns 
West Yorkshire, England 


ECONO-STUFFING 

This is for those of you who are riding 
two-stroke with an after market expansion 
chamber(s). 

If you’re on a budget and are tired of 
paying $3.00 per package of expansion 
chamber packing, then run to your local 
building supply house and buy some of 
their fiberglass insulation. 

Usually, it comes on a large roll, about 
one inch thick by two-and-one-half feet 
wide and is sold by the linear foot ($.24 at 
Handyman’s). Three feet, or 72 cents 
worth, was enough for my Kawasaki H-1. 

My chambers are made by Denco. Ex- 
cellent units by the way! The silencers are 
about 12” long with a louvered stinger of 
about 1” diameter with a flared end. A 
strip of insulation one foot wide and two 
and one half feet long must be rolled 
around the stinger very tightly and se- 
cured with string—or masking tape, which 
is easier. Installing this glass wrapping 
requires a steady push and twist to avoid 
bunching up and ripping the glass. 

This method gives me a couple of 
months of pretty quiet bike until the pack- 
ing burns out, and how soon that happens 
is mostly dependent on how much you 
gas it. 

So if you don’t mind working on your 
machine, then for under a buck you can 
keep that beast quiet for another couple of 
months. 

Richard Langley 
San Diego, California 


TRIPLE SHAKES 

Here’s a solution for the vibration prob- 
lem of the older three-cylinder Kawasakis. 
| used it on an H1-B with success. 

Disassemble the engine, to allow easy 
transport to a machine shop. Have the six 
bottom lugs, through which the engine 
bolts pass, drilled out to % inch, then 
further enlarged with a %-inch bit. This 
second enlargement must be stopped 
when the bit is about 0.1-inch from boring 

(Continued on page 18) 
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ACCESSORIES 


for everybody and their bikes... * wwe 

































B-STUFFER BAG — 10" diameter, 
RAIN-PROOF 17" long. Holds two helmets B 

CYCLE LUGGAGE and clothing. Travels securely. i 

Three-snap flap. Heavy duty 

slings. Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $9.95 


HANDLEBAR EXTENDERS For all 


a . EET - Hondas including GL1000. Also Z-1 
HONDA SWITCH-UP KIT Fits all Hondas. Kawasaki and 750 Yamaha. Move 


Move ignition switch up. Do it yourself handle bars back to comfortable j 
in minutes. With hinged protective cover. riding position without changing "d f 
Mounting bracket, new switch, two keys cables, brake hose or wiring. $10.98 "RANGO" SADDLE mugs onor: em bike. Double duty 


and extended harness. List year and model. a 

Complete kit $19.95 bags fit under seat, over seat, over shoulder. Heavy 
duty Naugahyde with chrome plated hardware, heavy 

rivet reinforced. Tie down strap assures snug fit. 

Each bag 12" wide, 11" high, 47%” deep. Great 

innovation for free & easy travel. Set ot two $19.95 

Black or Brown 





C-SUPER STUFFER— 21" long, 
12" diameter. All features, plus 
“piggy back" pouch. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black 
$13.95 


D-TANK BAG Straps to 
gas tank; 12"x10"x6". 
Topside map pocket and 
personal effects pouch. 
Heavy-duty sling for take- 
along convenience. 

Red, Yellow, Blue, Black $14.95 


COMPLETE SET All three bags in 
matching colors. 
Red, Yellow, Blue, Black. $38.00 












MINEOLA ENGINE GUARD BARS 

Protects on both sides, prevents EcL a 

FADE ETE, frame & shocks. No 

installation. For Honda CB750, welding. For fonda 

thru K3, 7350F. CBS50, CB300K,  750K0—K5 & CB500 
A j and i 

$15.49 set 550K. $19.95 set 





FUEL GAUGE Fits 












NEW! 

7 all Honda flip cap models; all 
NEW GAS CAP LOCK For all years. Also Yamaha '75's (road) 
Honda flip cap models, all and Kawasaki '75's (road). Easy 
years. Can be used with new to install $ 5 
fuel gauge (Honda only). 
Heavy duty. 2 keys. Easy to 
install. $9.95 





NEW DUALARM 
Greater safety for your 
bike. High-decibel dual 
horns sound off if bike 
is touched, continues 
sounding if bike is 






CYCLE COVERS Form fitted, 
protects against all weather. 
Heavy gauge, cloth 
backed. Resists muffler 
heat. Contoured to 
all accessories. 






























COIN & BILL HOLDER Quick access for 


col QUE HOLDER Qj DA moved. Adjusts auto- ; With tie straps. 
‘olls, parking, etc. Holds over 20 coins matically to any parking j ik i 

— nickels, dimes, quarters. Out-of-view angle, locks in place E pop 
bill holder. Easy, secure snap-on-off when set. Chrome plated ` EN windshield & fairing, 





attachment on handlebars or anywhere. 


s : luggage rack and 
Sturdy, light-weight metal, For all bikes. $10.98 steel case. Fowered by Dr 


batteries (not included). pet saddle bags. 
One year warranty. #956 For 175cc $15.95 
















DUALARM $39.95 & smaller PERI oyy a0 smaller 22108 

“DO-IT-YOURSELF” A Dualock Unit has added | #958 For 360cc $19.95 Stes, GOD 24.95 

TUNING TOOL " j S' steel cable(shown), aula E s 
4-VACUUM GAUGE SET NEW! COTTER PIN Fits all. Just pull if cut sounds alarm. x . 






#970 For 1000cc $29.95 
#972 w/Sissy Bar $30.95 
w/Wndshld $30.95 
Sissy Bar & Wndshld $34.95 


For Honda & Kawasaki 


out, adjust chain, snap back in. $1.50 = ' DUALOCK ALARM $49.95 


4 cylinder. With 4 con- 
trollable dampening 
valves. For synchroniz- 
ing carburetors $44.95 





CAM CHAIN BRACELET 
For men & women. 
Unusual eye-catcher 
in today's styling. 
Sizes S,M,L,XL. 
Chrome plated $3.98 
Gold color $4.98 





NEW ELASTIC RIDING BELT. E 
Fully adjustable with 3 buckles for maximum 
back and kidney support. Zippered change s 1 
pouch. 4 sizes: SM-LXL. . . $11.49 SHORTY HELMET highest quality 
Fiberglass, nylon safety chin strap 
full styrofoam lined. 1209 
peripheral vision. Surpasses:290.1 





DEERSK I RILINS BOVES) UNIVERSAL SADDLE BAGS Fit almost all bikes, over or Specifications. Sizes S, M, L, XL. m HORN 
: ' under seat. Easily removable for carrying. Large ca- ite, Gold, Blue, Green, Red. MINEOLA MAX 
contours to hand. Smooth, pacity. Durable Black or Brown Vinyl. Give Ist & 2nd choice. 


Ear-piercing sound from 

chrome-plated high output 

horn. For safety, replace 

your original horn. Fits all 

Hondas and other bikes 
$11.98 


supple deerskin allows 
full control of road feel. 
Elastic hugs wrist. Ideal 
for spring, summer, fall. 
8 Black or Tan. Men: XS,S, 
M,L,XL. Ladies: S,M,L. 
Pr. $12.50 


Set of two $13.95 (Black or Brown Leather $19.95) $19.95 Two for $29.95 
DELUXE HELMET CHIN 
CUP Fully padded. Lock- 
in iugs prevent slip- 
page, increases firm- 
ness. Eliminates skin 
ireitation. Ends hane- ole 4 sizas SIMEK 
ing suspend: i E EN Quick release that works lik iniat 3 
White or black $1.95 Pr.$4.95 2pr.$849 Seat belt. Polished metal, Replaces your Apparel & Accessories 
“D” rings easily. $2.49 





SAF-T-RELEASE 
for HELMET 





All 


MINEOLA TOURING SEAT The ultimate! Maximum 
comfort, tops in style. Covers helmet holders and 
wires on late model bikes. Black or 

Dark Brown. $84.95 

Also available with 14” steel reinforced 

back. $99.95 
















> MINEOLA MARQUIS SE, ; NEW HONDA 
MINEOLA CUSTOM SEATS on late model Hondas, 14^ steel CES Beak t i EAGLE PATCH 
For Honda GL1000, 1” to 3” lower than standard. Black or 


750K, 500- 550K/F, Dark Brown. $89.95 


Eye-catching, finely 
detailed 7-color embroi- 


Also available without back. $72.50 4 x 
450, 400F, 360, 350F, PUDE fi à Heteal ate, Bronze Wings, 
350K4/G; Yamaha F3 and legs. yellow talons 


500 (74 & later); and beak. Red HONDA on 
Kawasaki 400 (twin), ^ : idi gold panel, Black velvet 
Kawasaki 900 (75 & e ^ Two sizes. 

earlier) Durable : i . j Giant Back Patch, 
Naugahyde. Fit custom ^ span. 10” hig 

or stock. Hinge like as ...$8.95 
stock seats. PETT n 
FREE GIFTS to all 

out-of-town visitors 


NOW PHONE YOUR ORDER 


TOLL FREE steres" 
800-645-6066 















Visit our only retail location. 






JM unas mE ee ee ee MEER MARE MENS MENS SERES REM ee ee 
CINA of MINEOLA noian nso 


(516) 248-5775 = 





























































s NAME p a 
VINYL "a ERIS except N.Y., Hawaii & Alaska | 5 = 
ADDRESS — eo 
COMFORT CUSHION GRIP Minimize handlebar vibration. or call 516-248-5775 = Se 
For Hondas. Soft rubber compound, Slip over standard grips. | GIT STATE ZIP EE 
cushion design gives added com- Black only Set of 2 — $3.49 NEW 1976 CATALOG wes 
fort, better control. ; x: = $ 1 Year Model # Serial? 5E = 
Black only.  Setof2 $3.29 and Cycle Sound Record d l : 22 Be |e 
1.50 by Air Mail hi | ( E t 
($ y Air Mail anywhere in the world | QUAN. A ITEM SIZE ]COLOR (sts 2nd PRICE | iD 3 H 
FREE | choices) x = a 
with all | | | | -g =al: 
orders i = S 5 
over $5 | oS E S 
P D E 
a ec 5 
s NEW CYCLE SPAT No more ruined | | FE! OE 
MINEOLA CRUISE CONTROL Effortless shoes! Cycle Spat protects against v x os 
throttle control. Eliminates fatigue, wrist abrasions, scuffing, indenting. One i N.Y, State residents add 7% sales tax Add 5% shipping os a= 
pains. Quick, easy on-off installation. size fits all. Genuine leather, elas- (Minimum 756) sé 82 
Fits all cycles. $2.49 tic straps. Extra strap included. is : r a 
Black or Brown s. $3.98 LJ Special Handling & Oly $150 additional (optonall TOTAL 





























Maxim Lock Company 
4314 N. Western Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60618 


THE FINEST ANTI-THEFT DEVICE AVAILABLE 
7B Maximum Security Locking Cable 


For the best protection, we offer a full 5/8", six-strand high 
carbon steel cable with a total of 234 wires and a strength 
of 260,000 Ibs. per sq. in. — far more resistant to cutting 
than a solid link of the same diameter. To protect finishes, 
we coat the cable with 1/8” of vinyl, giving a total diameter 
of 3/4", and make it a full 7 feet long, so that you can 
secure it to immovable objects. And, our lock is as strong as 
the cable — 1-3/4 of high tensile cold steel with a 
concealed joint. It is finished in black chrome for 
durability. The joint between cable and component cannot 
be pulled apart. Finally, there is a virtually unpickable, 
7-tumbler tubular key lock. An optional carrying case 
stores the cable neatly, and mounts easily to any 
motorcycle. At a low $39.95 (carrying case $9.95 
additional — add $3.00 for shipping) can you afford to be 
without Maxim protection? See your dealer, or if not 
stocked, send check or money order today. 


ne only thing between you 
and the cold hard ground! 


Be sure you're riding on IRC. Suzuki, Honda and Yamaha know, 
they choose IRC as original equipment! 


ROAD WINNER 
HS-200 

Available Sizes 
5.10H17A, 4.10H18, 
4.60H18, 5.10H18, 
3.60H19, 4.10H19 


IRC: 


MOTOCROSS 
THE GRIPPERS 
Available Sizes 
3.60-14, 4.10-18, 
4.60-18, 3.60-21 


| HIGH SPEED 
FRONT 
Available Sizes 
3.00818, 3.00819, 
| 3.25H19 


HIGH SPEED 

REAR 

Available Sizes 

3.25818, 3.50S18, 
| 4.00H18 


TIRES FOR ALL KINDS OF RIDING AND ALL KINDS OF BIKES. IF YOUR LOCAL 


DEALER DOESN'T CARRY IRC TELL HIM TO GET WITH IT AND CONTACT ONE OF THESE 


Dixie Int'l Co. 
Columbus, Ohio 


Dixie Distributing Co. 
Columbus, Ohio 


Battery Sales of 
Top-Line, Inc. 
Taylors, S.C. 


Top-Line East, Inc. 
So. Plainfield, N.J. 


Top-Line West, Inc. 
Gardena, Ca. 


Top-Line South, Inc. 
Houston, Tx. 


Hahn Cycle Supply 
Co., 


DISTRIBUTORS ... 


Ed Tucker, 
Distributor 
Dallas, Tx. 


Cycle Parts 
Distributing, Inc. 
Wichita, Ks. 


Southwest Imported 
Auto & Motorcycle 


Performance 
Products, Inc. 
Deerfield Beach, Fla. 


Quick Service 
Distributors 
McHenry, Ill. 


Inc. Parts Dist., Inc. 
Sacramento, Ca. nde 


Houston, Tx. 


INOUE RUBBER INTERNATIONAL CO., LTD. 5? 
DIVISION 
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completely through the lug. Short pieces 
of %-inch heater hose are inserted in the 
holes, and the 0.1-inch lip will prevent 
them from falling out. The half-inch hole is 
to allow movement without contact be- 
tween the engine mounting lugs and the 
engine bolts. 

The lug on top of the engine is drilled 
completely through with the % inch bit. 
When re-installing the engine, one-inch 
neoprene washers (eighth-inch thick) are 
inserted between the mounting plates on 
the frame and the engine lugs. This may 
require removal of up to an eighth-inch 
from the outside of the engine lugs, to 
provide room. Whether or not this is nec- 
essary depends on the clearances on the 
particular bike being modified. The lugs 
can be narrowed on a milling machine, or 
with a hacksaw blade and a file. The 
washers can be bought at any plumbing 
supply store. They are normally used as 
gaskets in faucets. 

Lock washers can not be used on the 
engine bolts, since the bolts won't be 
torqued down that tightly. The nuts should 
be tightened snugly, and jam nuts used to 
lock the bolts in place. This modification 
will result in the engine being mounted in 
vibration-absorbant bushings. 

Richard Rife 
Abingdon, Maryland 


CARB MOUNT 

Having had a few older two-strokes, 
(Yamaha 305) | have found chronic prob- 
lems with air leaks between the carbs and 
the intakes. The problem is with the old 
type Mikunis which have a sort of built in 
clamp with a pinch bolt. The plastic insert 
wears out, the carb gets loose, and the air 
gets in. 

The cure is to take the carbs off, and 
hacksaw off the nubs on top where the 
bolt goes through. Now, after a little filing 
or grinding, you have a regular spigot 
mount Mikuni. Buy some fuel-proof rub- 
ber hose at an auto supply store. With 
some greasing and stretching it will fit 
over the carb spigot. Inch-and-a-quarter 
hose worked for a 26mm. carb. Clamp it in 
place with a hose clamp. Next slide your 
carb and hose onto the cylinder intake 
stub and secure it with another hose 
clamp. Once again you are air tight. 

A. DeGraaf 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 


KODAK KARRY KASE 

For those who like to take a camera 
along, no matter what the weather, here is 
a good way: get yourself a plastic box or 
mini-bucket with a lid, the Kind which 
cookies or icecream come in. Make sure 
you get one in soft, tough, non-crack 
plastic and with a lid that snaps on hard. 
Line it inside with foam rubber or folded 
towels or whatever, strap it on your bike, 
(easier if the box has a handle or other 
suitable attachments) and you have a very 
practical place for carrying your camera: it 
is watertight, dustproof, shock-proof 


CYCLE 





enough to sustain being blown off the bike 


at 70 mph (if you have done the lining job G I h 7-1 
right), and still the camera is easy to get e I e spirit. eo 


at—just whip off the lid. It can even be -= e 
done at speed, if the lid is attached to the ee Iri 
box with a piece of string so it won't blow b 


away. Naturally, you can also carry [m = J) 


matches and cigarettes in the box. 


Dan Glimne color matched to your bike* 
Lund, Sweden 


Z-1 TUNING TOUCHES 

In August of 1975 | purchased a used 
1974 Kawasaki Z-1. | was very pleased 
with the bike. The only thing | could fault 
with the Z-1 was the gas mileage. | kept 
quite a close check on it and got from 29 
to 40 mpg depending on how I rode it. | felt 
that was a bit low so | rode strictly for 
mileage from the Dalles to Broadman, a 
distance of 80 miles. The speed was a 
constant 55 mph with one coffee stop. 
The result: 40 mpg. 

| then purchased a Hooker Header put it 
on then tried the same trip a second time 
55 mph, with one coffee stop. The result: 
44 mpg. The increase was a bit encourag- 
ing so with the help of another Z rider we 
did a little research. The slide cut away on 
the 1973 Z was 4mm and the slide (carb) 
in the late 74s and up is 2.5mm. 


Out came the slides on my Z. | checked ss xd ái 
the cutaway on the four slides. Sure *for further details and prices contact: 


Se 
x 


enough, they were 2.5 mm, so | very ANCRA CORPORATION, 133 CENTER STREET, EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245 
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Fast Track to a Cool Job! 





* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


If you like to ride a cycle :3 
for fun... learn how to fix * 


Š " wy 
it for profit! Can you imagine $$ 
a better way to earn your * 
living? And to make it even 
better, the pay is great— whether 
you choose to work in a cycle shop 
for someone else or decide to start 
your own cycle repair business. 
Now, thanks to North American, there's 
a fast, easy way to get the training you 
need...at home in your spare time. No 
need to quit school or your job. Experts 





: : You'll Be the Center of Attraction in Your 
Circle of Friends Be the envy of friends & neighbors as they 

flock around to watch you tear down and tune-up all kinds 

" n: MEC CES e just think of 

: e satisfaction in knowing you've 
show y tep-by- st th fi H i 1 

minor tune-ups to major overhauls. — Fe ee 


CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS “== Gollars fixing inotoreyeles for your 
riends and nel OrS. 
...AND S0 IS FIXING THEM! 


d A : SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION 
More than 3 million cycles are registered in 


the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million more Get all the facts now.. . With- Accredited 
dirt bikes. But, there are fewer than 10,000 out obligation. Be the first in Member, 

motorcycle mechanics available to repair them. your neighborhood to cash in National Home 
No wonder career opportunities are so great... on the big demand for motor- Study Council 





d getting b xi vu 1 i 3 
eee ei itane fees aa i ac > ; cycle mecanice Mail Coupon Now! 
: Special Cycle Tools and Test Instru- Ge ee n 
. 1 areers ome U! 
ments included to start you fast! E NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 


Professional tools plus your North 

American “know-how” turn you into a E 4500 Campus Dr., Dept. aoze Newport Beach, CA 92663 
skilled mechanic. We include wrenches, Rush free color brochure and full information on how | can 
Sockets, gauges, test instruments and become an expert motorcycle mechanic for only a few 
more to get you started fast! Yours to I dollars a month. 
use during training...yours to keep 
in your action-packed career as a Bl NAME 
motorcycle mechanic. 

ADDRESS 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Dr., Dept. Eao 76Newport Beach CA92663 CITY. 








STATE -ZIP 
AUGUST 1976 












AGE. I 


[a ma ma m a a a e a a a a el 


19 











Bits 





Suzuki’s Year in the 


Sheene Marches On: Aboard a Suzuki 
RG500 square four two-stroke, Barry 
Sheene won three consecutive GP cham- 
pionships: the French, Austrian and Ital- 
ian. RG500s finished first through eighth 
in the French GP, and first through ninth 
in the Italian. The Mugello race was a bit 
of a mess. There were over 70 individual 
crashes in practice and during the races, 
and two riders, Paolo Tordi and Otello 
Buscherini, were killed. Still, the 500cc 
race was a thriller. At the front Sheene 
and Phil Read took turns leading; only a 
string of desperation moves late in the 
race got Barry the win. Virginio Ferrari 
was third, Tepi Lansivuori fourth, and 
American Pat Hennen was fifth. 


Metric Laguna: The Laguna Seca Na- 
tional Road Race became the new object 
of Champion’s affection after Champ 
withdrew its support from the Ontario 
race. Wanting Laguna to be worth what 
Champion was willing to invest, there was 
a suggestion that Laguna be altered from 
its heat race/75-mile Main configuration 
to a dual-heat, olympic-scoring event sim- 
ilar to Imola. Well and good. Except that 
the original proposal was for a pair of 125- 
mile heats, which some riders felt was a 
bit too much. Ever-accomodating, the 
Champion folks agreed on a pair of 100 
Kilometer sprints (about 60 miles per 
heat), with ample time in between heats 
for tire-changing and tune-ups. The twin- 
hundreds ought to make one of this coun- 
try’s best race weekends even better. 





Sun? 


Russ Collins in Trouble: Russ Collins, 
architect behind RC Engineering and the 
rider and builder of the world’s quickest 
(7.8 sec.) motorcycle, unloaded from 
same during an exhibition match race at 
Dragway 42 near Salem, Ohio. Collins, 
after clearing the traps, apparently experi- 
enced a high-speed wobble aboard his 
near-800 Ib. “Atcheson, Topeka and 
Santa Fe” triple-engined fuel Honda and 
crashed heavily. His trap speed was over 
170mph, putting Russ into an exclusive 
motorcycle club: only Barry Sheene (at 
Daytona) and Art Baumann (at Talladega) 
have ever unloaded at 170 or better. Russ 
ended up on the critical list at a local Ohio 
hospital with a ruptured spleen, a broken 
hand, three broken ribs, bruised lungs 
and your usual complement of abrasions 
and contusions. The big triple was a com- 
plete write-off. 


The National Scene To Date: As this is 
written, the battle for Number One looks 
to be one of the tightest in history. There 
have been nine Nationals; there have 
been nine National winners, ranging from 
Daytona victory Johnny Cecotto to rookie 
Experts Steve Eklund and Ted Boody, 
who picked off the Pontiac indoor short- 
track and TT wins. Roberts (winner of the 
Dallas shorttrack) is the points leader with 
59, followed by Rick Hocking (56), Gary 
Scott (55) and Hank Scott (54). 





DiStefano Repeats: With arch-rival Jim 
Weinert out of action with a broken knee- 
cap courtesy of the Mexico, New York 
event the week prior, Suzuki’s Tony Di- 
Stefano secured his second consecutive 
250cc National Motocross Championship 
with a second-place overall finish in 
Southwick, Massachusetts. 


KTM GP Racer: For you fanciers of RMs, 
YZs and CRs, KTM has a little something 
for you to think about. Announced in 
June, the all-new, all-trick 125 has techni- 
cal credentials that are state-of-the-art: 
mag crankcases and wheel hubs, 10-in. 
of Marzocchi rear-wheel travel, nine at the 
front, 33mm Bing carburetor, the same 
GP chrome-moly chassis used on the 250 
and 400, a claimed wet weight of 199 Ibs 
and 23 hp at the rear wheel. 








Address all correspondence to: Cook 
Neilson, "Bits," CYCLE Magazine, 780-A 
Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, Califor- 
nia 91361. Please type neatly, if possible. 
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A GOOD SECOND JOB 
CAN MAKE YOUR FIRST JOB- 
EASIER TO FIND. 


When you're fresh out of high school and looking for your first job, it's pretty hard to be 
a qualified applicant for anything. 

So look into a good second job first. Enlist in the Army Reserve. 

In a few months, the Army Reserve will teach you a skill and pay you while you're 
learning it. You'll then come home to a good-paying part-time job that takes only 16 hours a 
month and two consecutive weeks during the year. 

One result of this training will be that you'll have something to offer an employer other 
than your good intentions. 

Another will be something even more valuable. It's called pride. 

TH 


EARMY RESERVE. PART OF WHAT YOU EARN IS PRIDE. 
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Yamaha's new four-stroke XS360: 
the best handling 








A Very Sure 
Handling 
Motorcycle. 


term for what every motorcyclist 
knows: howa bike feels. To achieve a 
very good feel and a very sure han- 
dling motorcycle, all of the factors 
which make up a motorcycles chassis 
geometry must be considered. The 
wheelbase, the steering geometry, 
the design and construction of the 
frame, the choice of suspension units, 
the seating position, and the place- 





The white lines indicate resistance to a turn, 
falling too deeply into a tum, or as illustrated by the 
XS360, a natural mid-point for balanced cornering. 


ment of controls and foot pegs. The 
sum of all those factors is the chassis 
geometry. An understanding of them 
explains why the XS360 handles so 


extremely well. 


TheWheelbase and Steering 


Geometry. 

The wheelbase of the XS360 is 
much more than just a number. It is 
a critical factor in how a motorcycle 
of this size handles straight line 
stability and cornering agility. 

That's why the XS3605 wheel- 
base is 52.6 inches, which gives it 
great cornering ability in addition to 
straight line stability. 

Steering geometry is really 
rather simple. It is the angle of the 




































The Duplex Cradle Frame. 


The frame of a motorcycle isn't 
just tubes and welds. At Yamaha, it's 
the result of engineering and ex- 
perience, the kind which created the 
world-famous 350 roadracer. The 
lessons learned in creating that 
machine have influenced the design 
and construction of the XS360’s 
duplex cradle frame. It is a rigid 
frame, made even stronger because 
the steering tube is joined to the main 
frame in four places. And that 
kind of rigidity is another 
reason for the XS3605 
exceptional 
handling. 


front fork and the position of the 
front axle, what engineers call the 
castor and trail. For example, too 
much castor and trail (thats when 
the wheel 
is quite 
ge = far 
























orward) and the motorcycle will go 
straight. Too little castor and trail 
(that's when the wheel seems too 
close to the engine) and the motor- 
cycle will just turn. That's why the 
castor and trail of the XS360 are 
26.5? and 3.2 inches; thats what 
Yamaha found to be the middle 
point for balanced steering, excep- 
tional turning and assured straight 
line cruising. That's what they call 
excellent steering geometry. 

The front brake caliper, which 
is mounted on the front fork, is 
positioned behind the fork tube so 
theres minimum interference 
with the steering. 





F> controls, 
mounted 
for safe 
Sta operation. 
















Something all 

motorcycles The frame: 
Duplex cradle 

should 7A for extra rigidity 

have. which helps the 


riders control. 


The front disc 

^ ‘caliper. Its mounted 
behind the fork 
tube for minimum 
interference with 
the steering. 





Its chassis geometry makes it 
motorcycle of its time. 








Seating Position, 
Foot and Hand Controls. 

The very uniqueness of the 
XS360 (and a great part of its enjoy- 
ment) is that the rider is a part of the 
motorcycle’s handling characteristics. 
That's why seating position, foot and 
hand controls are crucial factors. 

The rider must be comfortable 
as part of the motorcycle. And that’s 
why all of the controls and foot pegs 
on the XS360 were placed for maxi- 
mum comfort and control. The result 
is anatural riding position which gives 
the rider better control of his bike. 


The Four-Stroke Over- 
head Cam Twin. 


The heart of any motorcycle is 
obviously its engine, and the XS360 








has been designed and created 
around a new highly reliable four- 
stroke twin with a single overhead 
cam. The engine displaces 359 cubic 
centimeters, and is fed by two 34mm 


constant velocity Mikuni carburetors. 


The XS3605 power is devel- 
oped evenly over a wide power 
band, which means that the XS360 
produces reliable and useable power 
more than adequate for any riding 
situation. And the power is further 
controlled by a 6-speed close-ratio 
transmission. An electric push-but- 
ton starter or a back-up kick starter 


are both standard equipment. 


The Sum is Greater 
than its Parts. 
The Yamaha XS360 has been 


designed to accommodate the rider. 
In fact, the XS360 is the most re- 
fined example of this size motorcycle: 
perfect for commuting, short dis- 
tance touring and the pure pleasure 
of motorcycling. Its handling charac- 
teristics, engine, and famous Yamaha 
front-disc/rear drum brakes make it 
a very sure machine for both the ex- 
perienced rider and first time owner. 


When you know how theyre 
built, you'll buy aYamaha. 
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rider control. 


The 52.6 inch wheelbase, which 
gives the XS360 cornering agility 


and straight line stability. 


The foot pegs and shift 


levers, mounted for more 



















The seat is 
designed to 
make the rider 
an integral part 
of the XS360's 


dynamics. 








The Six Hours of Ontario 


was the final test of the first 
chain worthy of the name 


YOSHIMURA 

For more information on this ex- 
ceptional drive chain, contact 
Yoshimura R&D. Catalog $1.00. 


YOSHIMURA R&D 


5517 Cleon Ave. North Hollywood CA (213) 985-2331 





TIPS. x2 ess Continued from page 19 


carefully filed the cutaways to 4mm and 
raised the jet needle to the number 4 
position and put everything back together. 

When | started it up the bike ran very 
rough, so | bought a vacuum gauge and 
synchronized the carbs to within 7? inch of 
vacuum. The engine smoothed right out. 

The pilot air screws were adjusted to 
1% turn out, then off again on the same 
trip, 55 mph, one coffee stop and one stop 
for a plug reading. They looked good so | 
made no changes. The result was an 
amazing 53 mpg. The mileage is still 36 to 
45 mpg around town and back and forth 
to work, but now | am happy with the bike 
in every aspect. 

The only difference on the negative side 
is that the bike is now a bit more cold- 
blooded than before. Performance is still 
very good as far as take-off goes. | still 
have to check the mileage while riding 
double, and | plan to do that as soon as 
the weather warms up so | can get my wife 
to ride with me. | am 37 years old and have 
had many motorcycles both big and small 
but none can compare to the mighty Z-1. 

Glen F. Cyphers 
The Dalles, Oregon 


Address all correspondence to: Gordon 
Jennings, “Tips,” CYCLE Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, 
California 91361. Please type neatly, if 
possible. 
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“Ga-Zee-Bo” has a light, wear-and-tear resistant 


nylon cover for your bike . 


tailor made for your brand, model and optional 
equipment. Gives you every-day protection from 
weather and dust. Provides a deterrent to thieves 
and vandals. Keep your bike looking great . . . let 


"Ga-Zee-Bo'" cover for you. 


**Ga-Zee-Bo'' Motorcycle Covers are 


priced from $29.95 


A: YOU'RE NOT ON ‘ qYOUR BIKE 


. custom-fitted and 


YOUR CHOICE OF 5 COLORS 


RED 


BLUE 
YELLOW 
p 





BLACK 
GREEN 






Both cover and free 
carrying case can be 
imprinted with your 
bike's brand name 
and emblem 
(when allowed 
by manufacturer). 
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Send for your FREE CATALOG or 
ORDER FROM YOUR FAVORITE DEALER 
TEX-ALL COMPANY, INC. 

6006 N. STATE ROAD 
DAVISON, MICHIGAN 48423 
OR PHONE (313) 653-4191 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


CYCLE 


STAY IN TOUCH... 


With The Revolutionary Cordless REDIFONE "2007 


CALL NOW TOLL-FREE: 800-631-2146 


THE REDIFONE '"200'" 


The Redi-Fone 200 brings the whole world just as close as your telephone and with your * Will operate up to 600 feet of the base unit depending upon the location; range may vary. 
Redi-Fone 200 that means right by your side. Wherever you are within a 600 foot radius of Is compatible with both dial and touch tone systems 

your ordinary telephone, you can be in touch with the world. You see, the Redi-Fone 200 is a FCC certified 

AG Rarte: dtu ort the ik ML Aca c cdam oie dala e Has a multiline selector unit available for use with a phone system having up to five lines 
convenience without being tethered at the short end of a telephone cord. Optional 

Let your telephone do the walking and the waiting when it's time for straight talking it's Instant recall: if your last call gave you a busy signal or you were simply cut off, don't work 


time for the Redi-Fone 200, the cordless extension telephone. yourself into an anxious frenzy hang up then pick up your receiver press the 
start key on the lower left corner and instantly your touch tone Redi Fone will retry 


your call for you. Emergency of security preset: works the same way as instant recall, how- 
ever. in this case just dial your stand by (emergency) number and hang up. The number is 
y J locked in your phone. Now, if it's urgent to call the police, doctor, the hospital, your husband, 
e Operates just like a standard telephone. You dial out and receive calls as usual from any whoever. and you have preset their number, don't let the deep sleep or urgency of the 

part of the world. situation give you stage fright just pick up your receiver, push the start key and your 
* |t is powered by rechargeable nickel cadmium batteries with charger included. Redi Fone touch tone will connect you 


FEATURES: 


* Reg trade mark AT&T 


I ne nn ne ae en em (USE ITZFREE-FOR. 10 NO-RISK, DAYS! 
Make Checks payable and mail to CALL NOW TOLL-FREE: 


THE KEITH IAN CO. INC., 265 Highway 36, Dept. N1W. Long Branch, N.J. 07764 800-631-214 6 


Please send me LJ Redi Fone 200 SD rotary dial system $395.00 CJ Redi Fone 200 ST touch tone'system $449.00 


C] Touch tone Redi Fone 200 SC for use where only rotary service is available $469.00 ^ shipping and handling included. 
Colors: White, cocoa brown. red, burnt orange, harvest gold, avocado green, beige and black 


Charge to my: O American Express [O Diners Club Please Print: 
O Master Charge, Interbank No. 
O BankAmericard [O Carte Blanche NAME 
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. Well putyourad © 
in 8 major magazines 
read by over 1.6 


million above-average 
NewYorkers. | 


. For under *4,100. 











No, that’s not a misprint. 





7 s . New York Media Plans* 
For only $4,050, we'll give you a full page ad in every one of eight 
major magazines read by 1,661,000 people who live in the New York 
area. Boating Boating 
Not just any people. But discriminating, successful young adults nine pied me iode 
who are above average in every way. Cycle BboudR tds dlts 
They earn more. Do more. Entertain more. Spend more. Not only Skiing Favchelbers Today 
on their active leisure interests, but on all those quality products and Popular Photography 
services that go to make up the good life. Stereo Review 
We call our concept the Special Interest Metros. A unique com- Psychology Today 
bination of eight leading magazines that reaches the largest active 
leisure market anywhere on a local level. l l Total adults 1.661.000 1,211,000 
You can select from several different media plans, including com- Xl eU TEENS 375.000 290.000 
binations of five or eight magazines, which enable you to isolate top B&W Page $4.050 $3.760 


prospects, not only in New York, but also in Los Angeles and Chicago. 
; Special Interest Metros. Were taking the country...one important *Other combinations available for individual cities in 
city at a time. magazine groups of five or eight; with and without Skiing. 
For more information, call or write Bob Golden, 
Advertising Director, (212) 725-8705. 


Boating BL Ned oes x 
— CAR DRIVER. keg re Bl sicreoReviow 
axe 3 -À d —— EIN hr ; SPECIAL SPEAKER S 


SS 












Where leisure means business. Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, 
One Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016 









t It's here! Moto Guzzi's revolutionary,/new 1000cc Automatic. An un- 
paralleled blend of design and engineering in a truly unique machine. 
An automatic, torque converter transmission which eliminates the 
chore of constant shifting. A new, emergency sidestand that auto- 
matically locks the rear wheel to prevent unexpected rolling. Elec- 
tronic petcocks meter the flow of fuel through the twin carbs. Special 
air spoilers on the front safety bars increase high-speed stability. 
Air and oil filters increase performance and engine life. Standard 
footboards provide added touring comfort. 

And when you’re ready to ease the \Guzzimatic to a stop, an ex- 
clusive, patented triple-disc integral braking systemeprovides safe, 
sure stopping power. A 

All this plus Guzzi’s race-tested cradle frame an 
molded around a smooth, reliable shaft drive and a host 
benefits give the Guzzimatic a new mark mate 1000 a dividuality. 


mm integral brakes 















197 feet 
e SS normal brakes 





suspension 










Inspect the exceptional, 1976 Guzzimatic 1000 at 
Guzzi dealer soon and see for yourself why Guzzi has 
increasing choice of knowledgeable motorġyclists. 













For Unlimited Towing... 9u Style. 


PREMIER 
MOTOR CORP. 


Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey 07604 
Exclusive Distributer in U.S. & Canada 


Matching saddlebags standard equipment. Windshield optional. 
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The Suzuki 


It may be the smoothest 





"Rotarys big suit is effortless cruising: 
virtually no vibes and easy gait: 
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"Ihe smoothness ofthe rotary 
power plant translates into 
the most useable rear view 
mirrors ever mounted on a 
motorcycle!” ROAD RIDER 5/75 


Two barrel, two-stage carb supplies 
fuel thru 3 ports in rotor housing. 
Acceleration is smooth at all rpms. 


Exact fuel control-crisp throttle sponse, T 
Cool ic um 





~ INTAKE COMPRESSION IGNITION EXHAUST 


Instead of pistons that pump up and down, the RE-5 rotary 
spins out power Simply. With very little vibration. 






RES Rotary. 





touring machine ever. 


Single rotor does the job of 3 pistons. 

. Each face fires as it passes spark plug. 

Eccentric shaft Crankshaft) has smooth, 

continuous supply of power, Rotor 
gears directly to eccentric | — 1. i 

shaft. No connecting redsor mesak e als n 


: wristpins-less vibratiOn. | ground clearance and 
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FORGET YOUR TROUBLES. GET ON SUZUKI. 
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COMPARISON 


Ore than the predictable responses 
that always follow the publication of 
a Cycle Magazine street-bike comparison 
test ("You guys are full of it^), the most 
persistent—and plaintive—comment is, 
"Do one on the Middleweights." So here 
one is—a Middleweight Comparison Test, 
including two entries from Honda 
(CB550F and CB500T), two from Suzuki 
(GT380 and GT550), two from Yamaha 
(RD400C and XS500C) and one from Ka- 
wasaki (KH400 Triple). The bikes we've 
selected for this comparison may or may 
not jibe with your idea of what constitutes 
a proper Middleweight, but we feel that 
the selection process was valid and re- 
sponsible. To fanciers of the Honda 
CJ360T, Honda CB360T, Kawasaki 
KZ400 and Yamaha XS360C, we say, too 
small, too econo-oriented. To those loyal 
to the Hercules Wankel 2000, the Benelli 
500 Quattro and the Laverda 500 Twin, we 
Say, too exotic. 

At the center of our Comparison Test 
was a 1300-mile toot from our Westlake 
Village offices out across the desert, then 
Northwest following the Sierra mountains 
to San Jose, then down along the Pacific 
Ocean and home. The trip lasted for five 


days, during which time each of our test- 
ers rode each bike five separate times, 
and had a chance to sample every bike in 
every kind of terrain. At the end of the ride, 
the testers were asked to fill out score- 
sheets. Categories in which the bikes 








were evaluated were Overall Engine Per- 
formance, Overall Comfort, Fit and Feel, 
Overall Noise Level, Vibration Control, 
Suspension Compliance, Mountain Road 
Handling and In-Town Ease of Operation. 
Possible scores ranged from zero—unac- 
ceptable—to nine—outstanding. The final 
results in each category were determined 
by averaging the scores of all the testers; 
the overall rank order was determined by 
the category scores and by the staff's 
subjective opinions. 

Accompanying those members of the 
staff still able to get around after the Great 
Dirt Donk Expedition were three outside 
experts: Bob Johnston, who had been 
with us on the Donk trip and the "Eight for 
the Open Road" comparison (August, 
1975); Marty Dickerson, Bonneville record 
holder and motorcycle mechanics in- 
structor at the West Valley Occupational 
Center in Woodland Hills, California; and 
Bill Ocheltree, former Motorcyclist Maga- 


zine staffer and currently a freelancer. . 


They were invited hopefully to offset the 
hell-raising tendencies of the staff; as it 
turned out they raised more hell than we 
did, even though all three of them are 
between 40 and 50 years old. 
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-Compromise 
without sacrifice 
and speed 
to bum 

YAMAHA XS500C 

Deep-engine 

hocus-pocus 

and a temific 

suspension 


The Flying 
French Hom 
is a winner, 








RAWASARI RH400 
Its superJight 
super-quick and 
rough around 





SUZURI GI550 
Understated, 
fast and friendly 
its the King 

of the 





The Sporting Middleweights 


Capsule Summaries 








HONDA CB500T 


€ One-time progress is a one-time thing; 
if ever a mechanism bore testimony to that 
idea, it's the Honda CB500T. The bike 
came to these shores in the mid-Sixties as 
the second largest-displacement Jap- 
anese motorcycle (the 650cc Kawasaki 
was first) of all time, and was trick beyond 
belief. It was a vertical parallel twin four- 
stroke with double overhead cams, tor- 
sion-bar valve springs and the most com- 
plex cylinder head casting anybody had 
ever seen on a motorcycle. It was ugly; 
Honda fixed that in short order, and by the 
early Seventies the 450 was generally held 
to be superior in all regards: it was fast, 
handled well, was easy on maintenance, 
had a disc front brake and was a marvel of 
smoothness when matched against other 
bikes of the same general description (the 
Triumph 500 and 650 among others). 

Had Honda clung to the 450 as we knew 
it then and simply dragged it forward year 
after year with no significant changes, 
chances are that, in the face of giant 
strides made by Honda’s now-plentiful 
competitors, the bike would not have 
fared well. But it would have done better 
than the current 500T, because the old 
450 was a better motorcycle. 

The 500 is a cosmetic masterpiece; the 
T-bike is lovingly painted, plated, styled, 
trimmed and striped. Its appearance is its 
message; once you plunk your buns on 
the saddle and fire up the engine, it’s all 
downhill. The center console vibrates it- 
self into a blur; the footpegs and stands all 
stick out too far; the bike leaps ahead and 
falls back with a will of its own; the brakes 
on both ends need to be improved; the 
rubber-mounted handlebar does little to 
shield your arms and hands from the 
engine’s incessant quaking and shaking. 

Well, you’re thinking, it’s probably 
cheap. Wrong-o. It costs $1610, sug- 
gested retail, or $400 more than the RD- 
400C or the Kawasaki KH400. Well, 
maybe it’s fast. Guess again. Does it get 
good mileage? Yes—just under 40 mpg 
over the duration of our comparison. 

Only under the most carefully chosen 
set of circumstances could the 500T be 


presented as an admirable motorcycle; it 
does look good, probably won't break, 
and will be economical to operate and not 
especially fussy. But in this displacement 
range, you can do so much better—as our 
comparison will clearly show. 


HONDA CB550F 


€ A stunning blonde appeared on Cycle's 
June 1971 cover along with the first 
CB500 Four, and a bold description which 
read "The Honda Magic Lantern Lights 
Again." After electrifying the industry in 
1969 with a 750 Four, Honda was back at 
it two years later, injecting a massive dose 
of technical class and good motorcycling 
into a rather ordinary collection of mid- 
sized street bikes. The miniaturized 750 
offered smaller people with smaller bud- 
gets the same prestige, technology, re- 
liability, comfort and grand-prix exhaust 
note that the heavier, more expensive 750 
had used to unseat the reigning kings of 
motorcycling. Reduced size gave the 500 
an important advantage over bigger 
bikes—agility, nimbleness and better han- 
dling—and a strong appeal for those who 
could appreciate subleties. 

The little Four was a brilliant motorcycle 
and a big seller. Within two years Honda 
updated it to performance levels reached 
by other brands reacting to the original 
CB500, and thus the 550 was born in late 
1973. The extra 50cc brought the dis- 
placement up to Suzuki's 550, helped 
justify a price hike from $1500 to $1600 
and ensured that several other costly im- 
provements would not go unnoticed. For 
1975's model year the CB550 four-piper 
was joined by the bike in this test—a 
sportier-styled CB550F which featured a 
four-into-one exhaust, a new tank, center 
key location, different seat and the im- 
plication that café styling and even higher 
pricing might be accompanied by more 
engine performance. It wasn't. The bike 
still has more horsepower than any other 
in the test, and engine performance equal 
to everything but the RD400C's accelera- 
tion and the GT-550's top speed. 

As a five-year-old basic design, the 550 
is mature by Honda standards, and that 
means there aren't any detail problems 


left. Its tiny features have come to be 
expected from the Japanese, and they're 
there in droves on the 550F. The bike's 
maturity also means you're stuck with its 
shortcomings, which are drive-train 
snatch and dragging chassis hardware in 
fast right-hand corners. The gearbox, still 
clunky and uncertain after five years, is 
another item you'll have to put up with. 

Nothing else about the bike requires 
tolerance. Mostly the CB550F is delightful, 
but it comes at a price ($1825)—the high- 
est in the group by 8 percent. Neverthe- 
less it will still sell more units than any of 
the others because more dealers have it, 
because it's a four-stroke, and simply be- 
cause it's a Honda. 


KAWASARI KH400 


€ The KH400 is the best of all Kawasaki 
three-cylinder two-strokes. To appreciate 
that, you have to understand where Ka- 
wasaki was coming from in 1968, and 
where they're coming from now. In the 
late Sixties it became evident that Ka- 
wasaki, which had always seen itself as a 
performance company, was prepared to 
take no prisoners in the drag-o-derby. The 
H-1 500 was a menacing little monster: 
quick, unstable, unpredictable and terri- 
fyingly fast. The 750cc version debuted 
late in 1971, and was even better—or 
worse—than the 500 because it was 
faster. But the 350cc triple, presented in 
early 1972, was somewhat tame. It was 
quick and quirky, in that fine Kawasaki 
tradition, but it showed the first signs of 
the company's willingness, having be- 
come "established," to view restraint as a 
not altogether unacceptable quality. 
Shortly thereafter Kawasaki introduced 
the Z-1—that factory's first, quality, non- 
disposable motorcycle—and their bikes 
have been getting more attractive ever 
since. The bike in question here, the 
KH400, is significantly different from its 
predecessor and continues Kawasaki's 
quest for more-decent and less-flashy 
equipment. 

It has been freshened-up in many areas 
for 1976. Its air inlet system is new, its 
chassis is more liberally gusseted, its 
muffler has been re-engineered for better 
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sound control, gearing has been 
stretched to help mileage and reduce 
cruising engine speed, and the KH has 
been fitted with a CDI ignition system to 
prolong plug life. 

But even with its little package of de- 
velopments and refinements, the KH re- 
tains the kind of character that had it 
highly-placed in several of the perfor- 
mance-intensive test categories, and 
ranked down near to the bottom in the 
categories that emphasized comfort. It’s 
light (the lightest in the test at 378 pounds 
with a full tank), inexpensive ($1239 sug- 
gested retail) and has the kind of power- 
to-weight ratio (12 Ibs/hp) that guaran- 
tees invigorating acceleration. It is also, in 
keeping with the larger-displacement 
Kawatriples that preceded it, a bit harsh in 
terms of finish, styling and myriad details 
which other factories handle more deli- 
cately. But crude or no, the KH is a 
genuinely fun motorcycle to be around— 
as long as you’re tuned into good han- 
dling and hot engines. 


SUZUKI GI380 


€ The Suzuki GT380 Sebring was the first 
sub-400cc street bike to break away from 
the 350cc class rating. It was also the first 
mid-displacement multi-cylinder roadster 
from Suzuki. In the wake of the perfor- 
mance bikes of the early Seventies, the 
Sebring navigated in a very different direc- 
tion, and moved toward serene perfor- 
mance and exceptional comfort. 

In designing the GT380, Suzuki's en- 
gineers mixed fresh concepts with proven 
parts. The bore and stroke of the Sebring 
are the same as Suzuki's 250cc street 
twin. By adding one cylinder the displace- 
ment was bumped up to 371cc. Mild port 
timing, low compression and small car- 
buretors level out the 380's power and 
separate it from pipey, performance-type 
two-stroke engines. 

The six-speed gearbox is also of the 
same design as the GT250 twin's. Gear 
spans are progressively tightened up in 
the higher cogs and there's nothing un- 
usual about that, but it does allow a rider 
to find a gear in which the GT380 is 
absolutely smooth on the highway. 


For all intents and purposes the engine 
has remained unchanged since its release 
in 1972. The Ram Air System has proved 
efficient in increasing engine heat dissipa- 
tion, and more importantly, reducing oper- 
ating noise. The low compression motor 
runs trouble-free on regular grade gas- 
olines. Suzuki's intricate oil injection sys- 
tem lubricates the pistons and crankshaft 
bearings individually and includes a re- 
cycling arrangement which removes fuel 
mixture accumulation from the crankcase 
areas and feeds it directly into the com- 
bustion chambers. 

In 1974 a number of major changes 
were made to the chassis, carburetor 
intake, exhaust and instrumentation. The 
chassis was completely redesigned to im- 
prove handling and ground clearance. 
Better fork internals, shock dampers and 
springs delivered a better ride. New instru- 
ments were joined by the digital gear read- 
out and larger warning lights. 

Bell-crank operated carburetors re- 
placed the cable-actuated mixers and the 
mufflers were moved up and in for addi- 
tional ground clearance. Modifications to 
the intake system reduced objectional in- 
duction drone and relocated footpegs and 
controls increased comfort. 

Suzuki built the Sebring with a front 
drum brake only in its first year, moving to 
a disc in 1973. Rubber engine mounting is 
unchanged, having proven effective in 
eliminating vibration. The conventional tri- 
ple-point ignition system is driven from an 
independent idler gear to prevent timing 
fluctuation associated with crankshaft 
flexing. 

Initial saddle and gas tank designs have 
gone without alterations. Minor design 
improvement changes have been made to 
the GT380's through its five model series, 
but few are visible. Suzuki believes in 
improving the breed from the inside out, 
not the outside in. The GT380 has suc- 
cessfully survived four tough years, and 
Suzuki appears willing to retain the 
Sebring indefinitely. 


SUZURI GT550 


9 There is little new and nothing uncon- 
ventional about the '76 Suzuki GT550 


Indy. It is a four-year old motorcycle that 
was designed to ride the waves of prog- 
ress, survive as a seasoned veteran and 
never get out of date. Paint scheme alone 
identifies the 1976 Indy as new. 

Suzuki's innovative design of the Ram 
Air cylinder head shroud system has en- 
dured, unchanged, since the beginning. 
Ahead of its time in 1972, the RAS 
provides dual benefits. The scoop in- 
creases air-flow activity over the fins, and 
also functions as an excellent sound- 
deadener to minimize the amount of top- 
end piston noise. 

There have been no performance 
changes made to the cylinders or pistons 
since the Indy's inception. The low-com- 
pression two-stroke triple was designed 
for durability and runs as happily on low- 
or no-lead fuels as it does on premium. 
Unchanged since the GT550’s original 
design is its exceptionally effective rubber 
mounting system. 

Only one chassis change has been 
made to the GT550 through the five- 
model series. In 1974 a number of major 
up-dates were built into the Indy—mostly 
to subdue noise and improve handling. 
The carburetion, intake and exhaust sys- 
tems were modified to reduce operating 
noise levels. The exhaust pipes were 
tucked up closer to the frame, the side 
stand and center stand were moved in 
and the foot pegs relocated to give the 
Suzuki additional lean angle clearance. 
The frame changes amounted to nothing 
more than relocating foot controls and 
brackets to which they attached. 

New instruments were fitted to the Indy 
in 1974 and included Suzuki’s popular 
digital gear read-out and bigger idiot 
lights. The five-speed gearbox is identical 
to the transmission in the big 750cc 
Suzuki LeMans. The 550’s clutch and 
primary drive are equally robust. 

Suzuki went to the disc front binder in 
1973. The rear drum brake and wheel 
have remained unchanged, as have the 
tire sizes. 

Electric starting was in the first 550, and 
has remained without alteration. Most of 
the electrical components are the same as 
those used in the 750s. The plush saddle 
and four gallon gas tank have been 
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changed in very minor ways—a new piece 
of vinyl here and a fresh paint stripe there. 

Minute internal modifications appear in 
the parts books of each new Indy, but the 
motorcycle remains pleasantly the same. 
Unlike most re-vamped new models the 
GT550 has lost seven pounds since 1974 
and the price has escalated only moder- 
ately. As Suzuki's most successful road 
bike, the GT550's reputation for depend- 
ability is a matter of record. 


YAMAHA RD400C 


® More than a trace of R5C/RD350 
heritage is visible in the Yamaha RD400C, 
but it’s not just an old hat cleaned and 
blocked in the hope it will last another 
season. The 14-percent displacement in- 
crease was obtained by stretching the 
engine’s stroke from 54mm to 62mm, 
which required larger, stronger crank- 
cases and taller cylinders. They decided 
to use the extra volume to broaden the 
power range instead of lifting the power 
peak, and that led to new porting speci- 
fications, trickery with little exhaust/ 
crankcase bleed holes and reed petals. 
Put all the changes together and they 
amount to a new engine that is slightly 
more muscular and much more agreeable 
than the one that powered the RD350. 
The bike also has bigger, better spark 
coils, which have slightly diminished its 
appetite for plugs. 

Yamaha's redesigning and updating 
didn't stop with the engine. The RD400C 
got a new closer-ratio six-speed transmis- 
sion, and the whole power package is now 
held in vibration-isolating rubber-bushed 
mounts. The frame was reshaped to take 
a bigger air cleaner box, and to move the 
engine forward 20mm for better-balanced 
handling. Ride quality was improved by 
several orders of magnitude with a sus- 
pension reworking that included a new 
teflon-sleeved, stiction-free front fork. And 
the Yamaha's already phenomenal brak- 
ing abilities were further strengthened 
with a switch to a disc rear brake and 
slightly fatter front tire. 

Cast aluminum wheels are fitted on the 
RD400C, in part because they're more 
durable than laced wire wheels and also 
as a part of an overall restyling job. 
There's a new paint scheme, a new fuel 
tank with a quarter-gallon more capacity, 
and a new and more comfortable seat. 
Other new features include an oil-level 
warning light, Yamaha's clever solid-state 
self-cancelling turn indicators, and a more 
powerful alternator to cope with the elec- 
trical load created by the bike's new igni- 
tion coils and brighter headlight. 

Very nearly the only part of the RD400C 
that hasn't had a big upward boost, com- 
pared with last year's RD350, is its price. 
You get the new package, disc brakes, 
cast wheels and all, for just eight dollars 
more than Yamaha asked for the RD350. 
38 


The RD400C is faster and better handling 
than its forebearers, faster than its dis- 
placement gives it any right to be, and a 
$1219 bargain. 


YRMRHR XS500C 


9 All of us here at Cycle loved Yamaha's 
original eight-valve 500cc twin; we weren't 
much taken with the versions that fol- 
lowed. Last year's XS500 was stone-slow 
and cursed with (among other things) the 
most diabolical combination of drive-train 
backlash and abrupt off-idle throttle re- 
sponse we've ever happened upon. The 
bike was hard to ride smoothly, harder to 
enjoy, and our test report was a litany of 
Sour appraisals. Maybe somebody at 
Yamaha read our report; maybe they al- 
ready were aware of the 1975 model's 
shortcomings. What's important is that the 
"76 XS500C is much-improved, and that 
the list of improvements covers our com- 
plaints like a blanket. 

The off-idle lurching got a lot of atten- 
tion. Switching to a set of more carefully 
calibrated Mikuni carburetors helped, as 
did a general tightening of the transmis- 
sion. More correction was provided with a 
change from 5- to 10-degrees of ignition 
advance at idle, and yet more in a 10- 
percent increase in the crank's flywheel 
effect. There may even be some assis- 
tance in the new throttle actuation, which 
has a single cable pulling against a rather 
soft return spring instead of the old Kei- 
hins' dual-cable, wrist-wrestler system. 
There's still too much lurch and lash, and 
mountain road exigencies turn smooth- 
ness into an impossible dream, but this 
side of the 500's personality is more 
agreeable than before. 

Performance has been improved, de- 
spite a half-point drop in compression 
ratio, by a reworking of its ports to give the 
engine better midrange pull—and by 
changing from 17/43 to 16/42 final drive 
sprockets. A Yamaha spokesman said the 
change in overall gearing was in recogni- 
tion of the national 55 mph limit, but the 
increased leverage can also be said to 
help a smallish engine move a heavyish 
motorcycle. 

Last year's Kayaba fork, which was very 
good, has been replaced with a Showa 
fork, which is superb. The new fork legs 
mount the front brake caliper behind the 
axle, and there's now a disc rear brake 
and cast aluminum wheels. And there's 
new, hard-edged styling that's distinctive 
if not to everyone's tastes, with a tank 
capacity upped to four gallons. The 
XS500C's looks also are altered by the 
new one-piece cylinderhead/cam-box 
casting, which has eliminated the oil leak 
that smudged older models. Your look will 
be altered by the Yamaha 500's new seat, 
which can be sat upon for many miles 
before that familiar pain and pained ex- 
pression develop. 


HORSEPOWER & 
ACCELERATION 
These graphs can tell 
you a lot: how the 

bikes compare for 
power and torque, how 
they stack up with 
regard to torque 
spread, how they're 
geared and how hard 
they accelerate at 

the drag strip. 
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3838 25.19 
37.28 2304 
3691 21.54 
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HONDA CB500T HONDA CB550F 
Price, suggested retail............ $1608. — ee a INT S $1825: 2: 9 o e Du 
Tire fronts soe Bridgestone 3.25-19 REN Bridgestone 6 B^ Lora Es REN 
[Gat CI AE Bridgestone 3.75-18 REN Bridgestone 3.75-18................... 

Engine type E Four-stroke DOHC twin ................ Four-stroke OHC four UEM Two-stroke piston-port triple 

Bore and stroke ERE TOX GOMME e concen e 58:5'x: SO:6MM ieee arises ane 57 x 52.3mm 

Piston displacement .............. A9BcC haere eeu IS 5446C ie ae: er ae ek eer 400cc 

Compression ratio .................. BE een e cO ices cee S Co Fe FEROS ees eA RNA OAC SS DNE 6.5:1 

Carburetion «2.00.00... 2; 32mm; Keihin oo... 4; 22mm; Keihin .......... 3; 26mm; Mikuni 

Air filtration ................. sss Pleated paper EE Pleated paper... Pleated paper 

Ignition: oci ee ee Battery and coil... Battery and coil aaa Magneto CDI 

Bhp @ rpm a 33.98 @ 8500... 38.38 @ 8000... 32.02 @ 7500 

Torque @ rpm oo... 21.84 @ 7000... 26.04 @ 7000 RE 24.32 @ 7000 

Rake/Traill naaa 27.5°/4.33 in. (110mm) ................ 26?/4.10 in. (104.1mm)................. 28?/4.4 in. (111.8mm) 

Mph/1000 rpm, top gear ...... 12:20:mphizs3- s 3:9 e eres 12-40: MONS sete Sess 12.6 mph 

Total fuel capacity ................. 42.gal i on SEINS 42gal i TIAM IAE 3.7 gal. 

Fuel reserve capacity ............ d0:galsi s UR eee T0:galss e Ane DEA ENTE 0.45 gal. 

Lubrication system ................ Wet sump 0.00... ees Wet sump.............. Soa OR) Nee Aart Oil injection 

Electrical power...................... Alternator, 120W. @ 5000 rpm...... Alternator, 130W @ 2000 rpm ..... Alternator, 126W @ 8000 rpm 

Battery e Nears A AV I 2A E S DUE SS TZV 2A Sie E A ESS 12V, 5.5AH 

Primary transmission .............. Helical gear 3.30:1 ........................ Hy-Vo chain 3.061... Spur gear 2.22:1 

Secondary transmission ........ % x % D.I.D. chain 96 x % D.I.D. chain... 36 x % EK chain 
15/33 2.20:1 17/37 2.18:1 15/41 2.73:1 

Gear ratios, overall ................ (1) 16.53 (2) 11.04 (3) 8.93............ (1) 15.69 (2) 10.94 (3) 8.46 ........... (1) 17.33 (2) 10.84 (3) 8.18 
(4) 7.26 (5) 6.13 (4) 6.91 (5) 6.00 (4) 6.79 (5) 5.82 

Wheelbase... oo... Ste ec e ES [Seed ewes eee ee D ML 52.5 in. 

Seat height oo... BS Gulia SED DERI AS SON ees CUL DOPO MM 32 in. 

Ground clearance .................. (sapo ME CN ER A ATA O SEA ere E eee ERE 6.5 in. 

Curb weight... 4581bSs:- CURRUS anes "seo esc uA E E EN 388 Ibs. 

Test weight ...........s Gil BEIDSGE ege e pe T N OSD S a S S E EE A 548 Ibs. 

Instruments... Seiki tach and speedo, ................. ND tach and speedo,..................... Seiki tach and speedo, 
odometer odometer odometer 

Standing start % mile ............ 14.83 sec.; 85.55 mph ................. 14.47 sec.; 93.36 mph ................. 14.5 sec.; 88.14 mph 

Average fuel consumption ERNST Ron (jo [o ERE 36.7 mpg ............ BEATS CD UE. 32.5 mpg 

Touring range ...................... TOO MIES A DO tee 150 miles 2.0. E eN miles 

Speedometer error ................ 30 mph actual 28.79...................... 30 mph actual 27.46 ....... UE 30 mph actual 29.20 

: 60 mph actual 58.06 60 mph actual 57.72 60 mph actual 57.95 
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YAMAHA XS500C 


Bridgestone 3.25-19 
Yokohama 3.50-18 Bridgestone 4.00-18 
Two-stroke piston-port twin Four-stroke DOHC twin 
64 x 62mm 73 x 59.6mm 


3; 24mm; Mikuni ............................9; 28mm; Mikuni... 2; 28mm; Mikuni 
Oiled polyurethane foam Oiled polyurethane foam Pleated paper 
Battery and coil Battery and coil Battery and coil 
30.95 @ 8000 35.48 @ 7000 
20.77 @ 7000 26.62 @ 7000 
29° /4.6 in. (118mm) 27° 74.29 in. (109.0mm) 27.5°/4.6 (116.8mm) 
12.22 mph 12.96 mph 11.77mph 
4:0:gdltsi een SE 40/gal eS DA: 3X gal ENS 4.0 gal. 
Bogalic e NE DCN 0:92:gdl —  —— E oO NGA SSS A e a eee ates E N.A. 
Oil injection Oil injection Oil injection ; :.....Wet sump 
Alternator, 210W @ 4000 rpm Alternator, 210W @ 4000 rpm .... Alternator, 280W @ 5000 rpm 218W @ 5000 rpm 
12V, 7AH 12V, 11AH 12V, 5.5AH 12V, 14AH 
Helical gear 2.83:1 Helical gear 2.24:1 ooo... Helical gear 2.87:1 Spur gear 3.04:1 7 
% x% RK chain % x % D.I.D. chain % x 5/16 D.I.D. chain- % x 5/16 D.I.D. chain 
14/42 3.0:1 15/36 2.40:1 : 17/38 2.2311 16/42 2.63 
(1) 12.53 (2) 8.78 (3) 7.33 (1) 16.49 (2) 11.39 (3) 8.45 (1) 18.61 (2) 12.63 (3) 9.51 
(4) 6.05 (5) 5.18 CORAL Sic) Momo OEA] CORRODE] 
SSN Se ee EUM 56.2 in. 
33.2 in. 
6.2 in. 
ATS IDSA SEA ORCS ete A(4bs- OU S 378; DSA 35-6 nod DLE 466 Ibs. 
DZSIDSs o ies e A de 6344DS- 5 ee nes 53B8IDS. uo e RES 626 Ibs. 
Seiki tach and speedo, Seiki tach and speedo, Seiki tach and speedo Seiki tach and speedo, 
odometer; Digital gear indicator odometer; Digital gear indicator odometer odometer 
14.87 sec.; 86.95 mph 14.597 sec.; 89.73 mph 
42.2 mpg 
130 miles 165 miles 
30 mph actual 28.67 30 mph actual 27.94 30 mph actual 27.4 30 mph actual 25.28 
60 mph actual 58.82 60 mph actual 56.60 60 mph actual 56.8 - 60 mph actual 55.14 
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Test Categories 





Overall Comfort incorporates aspects 
of several other categories—most notably 
Fit and Feel, Suspension Compliance and 
Vibration Control. This category very 
carefully examines a machine's touring 
suitability; 300 miles a day or more can 
become downright punishing without 
some measure of bodily comfort. Avail- 
able alternatives, such as an air-condi- 
tioned car with bucket seats and a stereo 
tape system, mean a motorcycle has to be 
more than tolerable to have touring ap- 
peal to anyone not motivated by fanati- 
cism. For the sporting rider, it's often a 
long way between the twisties, and he 
should not be expected to suffer just 
because his motorcycle gets its reputation 
from speed and handling. 

Along with overlap from certain other 
categories, Overall Comfort ratings come 
mostly from the seat. This simple piece of 
leatherette-covered foam determines 
when your fanny muscles give out and 
leave you sitting on what feels like a hot 
rock. Indeed, the Kawasaki KH400 
finished dead last in Overall Comfort pri- 
marily because its seat is contoured for a 
five-year-old's behind. 

A complicated interplay of the bike's 
general performance determines its com- 
fort level. All the aspects of suspension 
compliance, vibration, fit, noise, etc., com- 
bine with uncontrollables such as rough 
roads, winds, the weather and long dis- 
tances to determine when fatigue sets in. 
The bikes which make you tired and sore 
the last rate first in this category. 

The two Suzukis ran away with Overall 
Comfort because they have the best vibra- 
tion control, a natural feel, decent suspen- 
Sion, quiet engines and wide seats. The 
same hefty weight which detracts from 
mountainroad handling adds stability and 
plushness to their feel. The 550 places 
higher because it can cruise with less 
shifting and its greater overall size 
provides more room for changing posi- 
tions. Scores in the eights would have 
been easy for both GTs if the seats, which 
are well contoured, would have been 
softer and uninterrupted by passenger 


Overall Comfort 


. Suzuki GT550.......... 7.71 
. Suzuki GT380 ........... 7.14 
. Yamaha XS500C ....... 5.71 


. Honda CB550F ........ 4.71 
. Yamaha RD400C ....... 4.71 
. Honda CB500T ......... 3.00 
. Kawasaki KH400 ....... 2.43 





straps, which fall right about mid-cheek. 
Grips and levers—both too skinny—de- 
crease comfort but don’t actually promote 
fatigue, so do not effect scoring. Neither 
does the 550’s kickstarter, which occa- 
sionally massages your right calf until you 
learn not to crowd the engine so closely. 

A score of 7.71 (which corresponds to 
"exceptional") pretty much sums up the 
550's comfort. Of all the middleweights it 
comes closest to big bike comfort. 

The Suzuki 380, which feels like a com- 
pact 550, finished a full 1% points above 
third place and just a half-point behind its 
big brother. It has all the 550's virtues 
except for a torquey engine. Therefore 
you shift a lot more and concentrate 
harder when going fast in the mountains 
or passing cars. Its 3-inch-shorter wheel- 
base crowds a tall rider more, but one of 
our six-footers still gave the 380 a perfect 
score of nine in overall comfort. Whatever 
it loses in size, it gains back in smooth- 
ness, and ends up being an enticing little 
mile-eater. 

Yamaha's contra-rotating balancers 
can't quite settle the XS500C's buzz and 
thud completely, so vibration knocked 
down its comfort score more than any 
other item. Some people felt the seat 
would be better if it were slightly wider, 
and some complained that the handlebar 
bend caused lower back fatigue. It was 
also tiring to get jerked around by drive- 
train snatch in slow-and-go traffic. The XS 
is a long way from second place but it 
wasn't threatened by the bikes which tied 
for fourth. 

Honda 550 owners may be outraged by 
the F's mid-pack tie with the RD400C, but 
to a man our seven testers all mentioned 
the same things: a hard, bench-like seat 
that had a passenger strap running across 
its one position; a stiff throttle with a too- 
long pull that got stiffer as the day pro- 
gressed; a wide tank that put your knees 
out in the cold; and a snatchy driveline 
that is tiring to control. Of these criticisms 
the seat by far did the most damage to the 
Honda's rating. A 4.71 score is still a 
strong "average" rating. 

In atie with the Honda is Yamaha's hot- 
shot RD400C, which cruises dead smooth 
at 65 mph, sits soft, barely hiccups at 
bumps and doesn't have much drive-train 
snatch. But high-speed riding brings out 
vibration, quick handling and a touchy 
rear brake that demands total concentra- 
tion. And if you've got the wick up, be 
prepared to do a barrage of shifting and 
put up with a lot of intake drone and 
exhaust rap. The RD's seat is the 
spongiest of all, but not wide enough. 

Vibration alone cancels the CB500T's 
chances in the comfort category, where it 
placed next to last. The handlebar could 











spin hula hoops at either end. With barely 
average suspension compliance, fit and 
noise control, the 500T would have to be 
parked to be comfortable. 

The least comfortable of all is Ka- 
wasaki's KH400, partly because of a hard, 
skinny seat, vibration and the odd relation- 
ship between the pegs, seat and bars. Stiff 
suspension that's great for curvy-road 
handling but is nearly rigid on freeway 
seams ruined the KH's score. 


Vibration Control is very important in 
motorcycles, because most of them have 
engines that are natural vibrators. Single 
cylinder engines shake like mad vertically, 
horizontally, or a mixture of both depend- 
ing on how much of their reciprocating 
mass is counterbalanced with weights on 
their crankshafts. Put two singles side-by- 
side to make a twin and there'll still be 
shaking even when the crankpins are 
spaced 180-degrees apart—as is almost 
invariably the case in today's motorcy- 
cles. No matter how the crank's balance 
weights are arranged there will be a rock- 
ing motion set off, and the rocking be- 
comes a waggling when a third cylinder is 
added and the crankpins positioned 120- 
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degrees apart. Adding a fourth cylinder, 
and a crank that pushes pistons one and 
four up while two and three are being 
pulled down, and you get rid of the rock- 
ing, but although in-line fours are in good 
primary balance there is a twice-crank- 
speed secondary shaking left to buzz 
your handlebars. Finally, even when the 
engine has two or more cylinders set in 
90-degree “V” or opposed configuration 
(Ducati and BMW) there still is torque- 
reaction pulsing to be considered. En- 
gines with six or more cylinders don't 
become rough until their piston displace- 
ments are much greater than anything 
suitable for motorcycles, but there's only 
one six-cylinder bike—the Benelli—and 
its not what you'd call a sporting mid- 
dleweight by any means. 

Among the middleweights participating 
in our test the two Suzukis vibrated least, 
and showed that vibration control can be 
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effectively imposed secondarily even if 
nothing can be done at the source. Inline 
triples cannot be kept from shaking, and 
the Suzuki engines did their share. But 
the fours that power most small cars 
vibrate worse, and their vibrations would 
be enough to rattle the windows if trans- 
mitted straight into the cars’ chassis. Rub- 
ber engine mountings do the trick for 
small cars, and have been used extremely 
successfully in the Suzuki GT380 and 
GT550. You do get some torque pulsing 
under full throttle, but at a steady statu- 
tory-limit-plus-15 mph cruising speed only 
a quivering gets from the GT550’s engine 
to your body, and the smaller GT380 is 
dead smooth. We know the Suzuki triples 
were vibrating; that could be proved by 
stabbing a toe against the engine cases 
or exhaust pipes. But the vibration wasn’t 
getting through to the frame, or shake- 
sensitive hardware like instruments and 
lightbulbs, or to the rider. 

The Honda middleweight Four always 
has been smooth, and the present 
CB550F continues in that tradition. Our 
test 550 was as smooth as the Suzukis 
when cruising below 60 mph, and finished 
behind them in its Vibration Control score 
only because it begins to buzz at higher 
speeds and tingles your body pretty 
smartly when you're crowding the engine 
redline. So the way you'd rate the CB550F 
would depend very much on how hard 
you chase the revs. Cycle's test riders 
chased vigorously, and rated the Honda 
Four third in this category—almost a full 
click behind the winning Suzuki GT380. 

A high-speed, high-frequency buzz 
cost the CB550 points, but not so much as 
to keep it from a high-exceptional rating. 
Yamaha's 500 twin didn't make it out of 
the "average" bracket, or out of fourth 
place. The XS500's flailing, chain-driven 
counterweights cancel about 90-percent 
of the vibrations generated by its two left- 
right, left-right pistons; the remaining 10- 
percent reaches the obtrusive level when 
you use the revs lavishly. And, of course, 
there's that twin-cylinder torque pulsing 
to shiver the 500's timbers, which does for 
the bike's low-revs running what dynamic 
imbalances do at big-number tachometer 
readings. The Yamaha XS500C is quite 
smooth under light throttle at a safe, sane 
(and abysmally dull) 55 mph; we treated it 
more roughly and it responded exactly in 
kind. 

Yamaha pulled a page out of Suzuki's 
engineering-procedures book, and used 
rubber isolators to make the RD400 twin 
almost as smooth as its balance-shafted 
big brother. They stuffed tricky rubber 
sleeves between the engine /transmission 
case and its mounts, put rubber biscuits 
between the frame and the crossbar that 
AUGUST 1976 


carries the footpegs, inserted yet more 
rubber at the muffler attachment points, 
and rubber-bushed the handlebar 
mounts. It’s a very extensive system of 
vibration-isolating devices, and it almost 
works. Here again, when the bike is rid- 
den gently it's extremely smooth, but the 
RD400's engine won't make enough 
power to pull your eyelids open unless 
you get the crank spinning around 70- 
percent of redline revs, and right there's 
where you discover that rubber can only 
do just so much. What it does is a lot 
better than nothing, and provides respite 
from the old two-stroker tingle when 
you're just cruising along, but falls well 
short of the Suzukis' vibration control. 
Poke around the Kawasaki KH400 and 
you'll find about the same assortment of 
rubber-bushed attachments as on the 
Yamaha RD400, and more than are used 
in the Suzukis—which have the same in- 
line triple engine configuration as the 
Kawasaki. The big difference is that the 
Suzuki vibe-isolation system works very 
well; the Kawasaki's, less than well. Even 
the Yamaha 400 twin, which is inherently 
rougher than a triple of the same dis- 
placement, was smoothed enough by its 
rubber mounts to score a full number 
ahead of the Kawasaki. We are inclined to 
think (and the KH400’s fairly ferocious 
vibration level speaks for this hypothesis) 
that the Kawasaki was designed, but 
never fully developed. All the elements of 
shake-free riding are there, but only in the 
way that there is music in every guitar: 
both need careful tuning and shouldn’t be 
expected to please until they’ve had it. 
Honda's CB500T is long of tooth, long 
of stroke by today's standards and long 
overdue for either retirement or some 
kind of vibration control measures. You 
have to expect that a pair of side-by-side 
250cc cylinders are going to set up a 
considerable shaking, especially at high 
crank speeds. And you should expect that 
the vibration created will be transmitted to 
the whole motorcycle if the engine is 
bolted solidly into the frame. That's what 
you'd expect, and the Honda CB500T 
isn't going to disappoint you. It shakes like 
the relic it has become, reminds everyone 
who rides it that the good old days weren't 
all that good, and sends anyone with half 
a brain scuttling for the shelter of the 
nearest CB550F. The Honda twin finished 
last in this category, with a score low 
enough to put it tenth in a field of seven. 


Overall Noise Control takes in more 
territory than the puffing of exhaust pulses 
through plumbing and mufflers, and the 
rider will hear things the EPA's sound 
meters might not even register—like the 
hollow jangling of fuel tanks against frame 


brackets at certain speeds. There's also 
that old two-stroke devil (which some- 
times afflicts four-stroke engines as well) 
"intake honk," the rattle of drive chains 
and the gnashing of gears. Our personal 
evaluations of noise control are obviously 
biased toward overlooking mellow notes 
and acutely sensitive to sounds that grate 
on the nerves, which is another diver- 
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gence from the results obtained in formal, 
instrumented noise testing. We won't 
bother to apologize for that divergence; 
we're more interested in telling you what 
seven human beings found appealing, 
and what was painful to their ears, than 
worrying about the opinions of soulless 
instruments. 

Honda's flying french horn, the 
CB550F, won the Overall Noise Control 
contest hands down, with a score almost 
as high as the combined total of the sixth 
and seventh-place losers. The Honda 
Four doesn't make much noise at all, and 
what you do hear is nice. There's a high- 
pitched, subdued singing from the single 
muffler, and counterpoint notes played by 
intake resonance. We're sure there must 
be a percussion section, if only in the 
slamming of chain rollers against sprocket 
teeth in the Honda's final drive, but any 
jarring sounds are lost in the wind whip- 
ping around a rider's helmet. The Honda 
gives you sound; it spares you noise. 

The good folks at Suzuki probably will 
be surprised to find that their GT550 and 
GT380 triples didn't finish the noise cate- 
gory in a tie. After all, the two bikes are 
very similar in design, are creatures of the 
same technology, and were created by 
the same design team. The difference is 
that one is bigger than the other, and the 
little GT380 had to keep up with the bigger 
Suzuki, which meant more throttle, more 
revs and more noise. You don't hear 
much mechanical noise from either of the 
Suzukis, but they do work up an exhaust 
bark when pressed hard and back it with a 
deep, hollow honk from their triple car- 
buretors. The amplitude of these sounds 
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is very much a function of throttle setting; 
the GT380 made most of the distance we 
travelled with its throttle cables stretched 
tighter than banjo strings; and that's how it 
came to be scored below the GT550. 

We found another close throttle /ampli- 
tude relationship in the Yamaha XS500C, 
and an exhaust beat with a curious waf- 
fling quality one of our testers likened to 
"A herd of small, flatulent bison." With 
enough throttle applied, the Yamaha's 
riders couldn't hear more than a hint of its 
exhaust noise, as the intake drone then 
overwhelmed everything. Everything, that 
is, except for some fuel tank rumbling and 
the rattling coming from inside the en- 
gine—which seemed to be the chain driv- 
ing the Yamaha's balancer. Ridden at 
moderate speeds and on light throttle the 
XS500C makes about the same noise, in 
quality and intensity, as a sewing ma- 
chine. Push it, and you get a moderate— 
but still very noticeable—hoot, waffle and 
clatter. 

You won't find any balancers in the 
Yamaha RD400C; only rubber vibration 
isolators keep the rider from feeling the 
engine shake, and this approach has 
worked to the extent that Yamaha's new 
two-stroke twin is smoother than last 
year's RD350. Alas, although the engine 
shaking can't be felt, its effects can be 
heard. The RD400's mufflers are effective, 
to a point, and the intake sounds are 
damped by a baffled air cleaner box—also 
to a point. But when the Yamaha is head- 
down, throttle-slides up and charging, you 
do hear air going in, exhaust gases pass- 
ing out, and the drumming jangle of hard- 
ware which (unlike the rider) is not 
protected from engine vibration. 

Honda's CB500T is now more than a 
decade old, and vibrates worse than most 
1966 motorcycles, and the vibrations set 
off the kind of racket those who were 
around the sport during the Sixties will 
remember well, if not fondly. Muffling is 
now being done more effectively than in 
days of yore, and the system on the Honda 
twin left it with a flat splatter that pleases 
sound meters but offends people—and 
unmasks a cacophony of whirs, clicks, 
and tinny ringing. The Honda twin isn't 
loud, but then neither is a strangled 
whimper. We liked the bike better when it 
still had its roar. 

The Kawasaki KH400 triple was loud in 
every way a motorcycle can be and still 
squeak past the government's maximum 
sound level test. Two-stroke engines tend 
to have a sharp, rattling exhaust note, and 
a deep-throated intake growl. The Ka- 
wasaki had those. All things mechanical 
produce gear-whine, bearing rumble, and 
a cowbell thonking when there are thin- 
walled castings surrounding the moving 
parts. And the KH400 had those noises in 
abundance, including a rhythmic yowling 
that said a “hunting-tooth” primary drive 
gearset had at least two teeth that weren't 
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friends, and helped make this fast, good- 
handling triple less friendly than it other- 
wise might have been. 


Suspension Compliance has for many 
years been a quality markedly lacking in 
sports-touring motorcycles, and only re- 
cently has the situation begun to improve. 
Motocross bikes' great leap forward has 
been in the areas of suspension travel and 
damping, and it would be nice if the les- 
sons learned there had direct application 
in the development of road machines. 
Unfortunately, while better suspension 
dampers can be applied to your favorite 
street tooter without undesirable side- 
effects, sheer suspension travel is not 
without its darker aspects—producing the 
kind of fore/aft pitching that makes pave- 
ment pounders behave very peculiarly. 
The real improvement in road-bike sus- 
pensions has been in the area of multi- 
rate springs, an overall softening of spring 
rates permitted with better damping, and 
measures taken in the interest of reducing 
to more tolerable levels the static friction 
between fork tubes and their sliders. 
Yamaha stole a march on the rest of the 
Japanese motorcycle industry by grasp- 
ing the full import of, and doing something 
about, the telescopic fork's "stiction" 
problems. Fork sliders would move easily 
on their tubes if presented perpen- 
dicularly to the road surface, but the re- 
quirements for stable steering have 
produced the familiar inclined fork mount- 
ing, which places a cantilevered load on 
the sliders and tends to make them bind. 
Forks’ static friction is rarely great enough 
to compromise their ability to move for 
large bumps (which, if sufficiently large, 
either cancel or even reverse the can- 
tilevered load). It’s little ridges, like high- 
way expansion seams, that are still 
responsible for the typical road bike’s ride- 
harshness problems, and most of the jolt- 
ing comes right up through the fork. BMW 
handled fork stiction by using very long 
sliders, making room for them with for- 
ward-mounted axles, with sheer length 
and precise manufacturing techniques re- 
ducing the binding. Yamaha has taken a 
different approach, with forks that have a 
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low-friction plastic liner in the top of each 
slider—and this solution works extremely 
well. Yamaha also seems at the same time 
to have invested development time and 
money in the more subtle aspects of sus- 
pension technology, including the sorting- 
out of spring rates and damping with 
closer attention to results and less fixation 
on manufacturing costs. 

Differences between the Suspension 
Compliance King, Yamaha's XS500C, and 
the RD400C that finished slightly more 
than a half-point behind, were in degree 
rather than in kind and were about what 
you'd expect from the differences in 
weight. Both Yamahas had very supple, 
well-controlled suspensions and, though 
riding on quite soft springs, did almost 
none of the leaping and pitching once 
associated with low spring rates. We had. 
their tires inflated at the maximum recom- 
mended pressures (this was done with all 
the test bikes) and their cast-aluminum 
wheels seem to make the Yamahas' ride a 
bit harsher under some conditions, so the 
XS500's and RD400’s rides were not in the 
Cadillac class. These bikes, did, however, 
offer a ride quality markedly better than 
the others and really earned their first- 
second finishing order. 


Our two Suzukis tied for third and fourth 
places in the Suspension Compliance cat- 
egory, and did it on entirely conventional 
but obviously well thought-out suspen- 
sions. They have the same problems with 
high unsprung masses and low polar mo- 
ments of inertia that presently (and per- 
haps forever) make all motorcycles ride a 
trifle jouncy. But you would be hard 
pressed to fault Suzuki for effort: the firm's 
engineers have made the most of a sus- 
pension layout everyone uses; the others 
just don't use it as well. The Suzukis didn't 
make it across expansion seams with 
quite the unruffled equanimity of the fric- 
tionless-fork Yamahas, but they were 
awfully good. 

Honda has a well-deserved reputation 
for making exceedingly refined and reli- 
able engines, and the Japanese giant has 
demonstrated with the CB550F that it 
knows what to do about balance and 
steering geometry. But even though the 
550 is one of Honda's best efforts in terms 
of ride quality, the Four simply is no match 
in suspension compliance for the 
Yamahas and Suzukis. You ride those 
bikes for a couple of hundred miles, then 
climb aboard the Honda, and suddenly 
you're back in 1966. The CB550F is too 
stiffly suspended, its damping doesn't feel 
especially well-suited to anything except a 
cost-accountant's edict, and the bike sim- 
ply jiggles around a lot. 

Honda's CB500T will take you back to 
the worst of 1966. Its suspension is all 
springs and no damping, and the most 
that can be said of the way it rides is that 
its a match for its own engine harshness. 
The 500T fork and rear suspension struts 
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will move, albeit reluctantly, for major pot- 
holes and bumps bigger than a breadbox; 
it treats lesser road-surface discon- 
tinuities with a disdain worthy of nobility— 
but badly out of place in a motorcycle. 

And in last place we find the Kawasaki 
KH400, which hands you the kind of ride 
quality that should be reserved for con- 
victed axe murderers on their way to the 
execution dock. The bike’s dampers don’t 
work much, but then its springs are stiff 
enough so the suspension doesn’t move 
but about twice a day anyway. Kawasaki’s 
400cc triple handles well and it goes like a 
little rocket, but the bike is such a stiff- 
legged brute, so clattery on even the 
smoothest surfaces, that it may as well not 
have a suspension system at all. You may 
like the way this bike goes, as we did; you 
won't like the way it feels. That's the way 
we saw it, and scored the Kawasaki solidly 
and uncomfortably into Suspension Com- 
pliance's very last place. 


Fit and Feel scores reflect very subjec- 
tive judgments of how well motorcycles 
function as control platforms. Some bikes 
lend themselves to the formation of a 
man/machine centaur, in which the rider 
is able to use brakes, engine, transmission 
and steering in almost the same way he 
uses his limbs. Others tend to keep a rider 
thinking, and trying to cope with han- 
dlebar grips, levers and footpegs that sim- 
ply aren't where they should be—causing 
cramped muscles and cricked necks on 
the straight-and-level and requiring the 
sort of awkward compensations that put a 
ragged fringe on the most polished of 
riding styles. We don't know how Fit and 
Feel could be weighed, smelled or tasted, 
we don't know that it could even be di- 
mensioned, but after years of riding all 
kinds of motorcycles and after days on the 
road with this sampling of machines, we 
sure know what it is, and isn't. 

It'S worth noting that even the category- 
winning Honda CB550F scored nowhere 
near an "outstanding" (nine). Most of its 
points were earned through having very 
smooth-working controls, and seat/han- 
dlebar/footpeg relationships that were at 
least fairly close to being right. Points 
were lost because the 550's shift lever, 
while falling readily to foot, was notchy 
and uncertain, and because the wonder- 
fully precise throttle takes 120-degrees of 
rotation to pull the slides wide open, which 
is roughly twice the twisting movement a 
human wrist can comfortably provide. 

The two Suzukis, GT550 and GT380, 
finished just behind the Honda Four, and 
might have come in ahead of it in this 
category but for an unfortunate (for them) 
set of conditions. In fact, the Suzukis have 
just about the nicest placement of seats, 
pegs and handlebars we've found, and 
the handlebars themselves are marvels. 
Both Suzukis have their footpegs a bit far 
forward for anything but just teetering 
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around town, and that’s true of most tour- 
ing bikes. Where the Suzukis really went 
wrong was in having too-narrow han- 
dlebar levers, which began to cut into 
one’s fingers after the twentieth hard 
squeeze, front brakes that required a lot of 
squeezing before they’d work effectively, 
and seven test riders who were unable to 
resist the temptation to crowd their luck 
on any road with curves in it. So luck was 
crowded, narrow brake levers were 
squeezed mightily, and the fingers that 
suffered the consequences held the pen- 
cils when score sheets were marked. Ona 
less frenzied, non-white-knuckle tour the 
Suzukis would fit, and feel, better than 
anything in the class. 

Yamaha's XS500C situates its rider 
squarely between a rock and a hard place. 
If he slides back on the seat until the 
handlebar begins to feel comfortable, the 
footpegs become a long, awkward way 
forward; sliding forward to get the pegs 
under his body's balance point gets the 
hand/handlebar relationship out of kilter; 
the midway position treats him to both 
discomforts, and neither is much dimin- 
ished. Most of us alternated between the 
extremes, sitting forward until our wrists 
began to go and then sliding back until 
leg-cramps set in. The XS500 was so 
close to being right we rated it better than 
average, and far enough from an un- 
qualified right to fall into fourth place. 

Everything said about the Yamaha 
500's mismatched handlebar and footpeg 
locations is true of its smaller, two-stroke 
brother, the RD400, which has the same 
problem but in slightly more severe form. 
Also, for no logical reason, the smaller 
bike's clutch action is much heavier, and 
its throttle return springs more determined 
to overwhelm its rider's efforts to hold the 
throttle slides open. Beyond those things, 
none of the controls work as smoothly as 
they should, and the man who buys a 
Yamaha RD400C could increase the 
bike's controllability and his own riding 
pleasure by doing a bit of custom fitting 
and adjusting. The Yamaha 400 is as 
sudden as a thunderclap; you wouldn't 
want any misunderstandings about what 
you've asked it to do. 

And then there's the Honda CB500T, 
which fits about right but feels horrible. 


Apart from having pegs and handlebar 
positioned for the mouth-breathers who 
never venture beyond the city limits, the 
Honda twin isn't a bad fit. But even though 
you can work the controls without undue 
effort, the control response is just 
wretched. Throttle response in particular 
is enough to provide a rider many trying 
moments, because there's no modulation 
between closed and what feels like quar- 
ter-open. You might as well try to turn on 
the Honda's headlight slowly as to find a 
power setting between idle and 25-per- 
cent. And the gear change mechanism 
feels like it must be full of sand, or malign 
spirits, and the way the right footpeg 
stands out farther than its mate on the left 
doesn't help matters a bit. 

Kawasaki's KH400 can be made to whip 
around very smartly, but not without some 
extraordinary exertions on the part of its 
rider. Name your control-platform poison, 
and the Kawasaki triple will serve up a 
magnum-size swallow: its handlebar is 
wrong, its pegs are far too far forward, the 
shift lever has to be forced into movement, 
the clutch engagement point is no 
broader than a point, the distance be- 
tween pegs and the narrowness of its fuel 
tank have you sitting knock-kneed, and 
there's a thicket of sharp-edged hardware 
jabbing at the insides of your ankles. 


In-Town Ease of Operation is based 
on braking, clutching, gear-changing, 
carburetion, performance and general 
layout of the controls. Steering response, 
balance, vibration, acceleration, noise 
and ground clearance limits also come 
into play. 

The ease with which the Suzuki GT550 
can be ridden through traffic is mainly 
attributable to its exceptionally torquey 
engine. It departs from a dead stop 
smoothly, moving quickly within a power 
spread that begins at 2500 rpm. The 
clutch engagement point is broad and 
progressive and free of snatch. The en- 
gine’s broad torque band makes for a 
minimal amount of gear-changing. The 
first three—sometimes four—gears handle 
most in-town situations. 

The 550 Suzuki’s slight amount of com- 
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pression braking reduces throttle shut-off 
snatch to a minimum. Exceptional comfort 
and smooth performance above 2500 
revs minimize irritation and fatigue in- 
flicted on a rider during multi-mile com- 
mutes. The Suzuki 550 feels large and 
somewhat clumsy at walking speeds. 
Sharp left hand turns, if taken too briskly, 
will catch the side/center stand tangs. 

The next four bikes, while scoring 
below the 550 Suzuki, were grouped 
closely together in the points tally. 
Yamaha’s 400cc two-stroke twin is the 
most exhilarating and nimble of the bikes 
for running stoplight-to-stoplight. The rel- 
atively close-ratio six-speed gearbox 
provides a tall first cog, but the abundant 
power of the Yamaha engine gives rocket- 
like acceleration from a stop. 

Of all the bikes, the Yamaha 400 has the 
quickest steering and, delightfully, knifes 
through thick traffic with minimal rider 
effort. Prudence must be used with the 
throttle hand because of the Yamaha's 
near-explosive power surge, which can 
bring the rider past the speed limit entirely 
too quickly. The saddle is comfortable 
around town and the supple suspension 
soaks up potholes and surface ridges. 
Good tires and superb brakes are accom- 
panied by generous ground clearance. 
Kick-lever starting is a hindrance if the 
engine is stalled at a stop light, and the 
grabby clutch and sudden power peak 
require full attention on sandy or damp 
pavement. 

Honda’s 550 Four has a tremendous 
power spread, which allows for two-gear 
in-town cruising. Its exceptionally quiet 
exhaust and intake baffling keep it from 
annoying other commuters. The engine's 
decelerating force on closed throttle is 
convenient when running up and back 
within a ten-mph speed range. 

The CB550F has an irritating amount of 
throttle-to-rear-wheel lash and wind-up. 
The engine has to be run high in its rpm 
band to develop maximum power. 
Honda's quick-connect clutch doesn't 
promote smooth gear changes or leap- 
free departures from a stop when the rider 
is in a hurry or when the revs are high in 
the engine’s speed range. 

Kawasaki's 400cc two-stroke triple tied 
with the CB550F in this catagory, but the 
bikes’ performances were vastly different. 
The Kawasaki, like the Yamaha 400, is 
light, quick and fast. The KH400 produces 
more mid-range torque than the Yamaha 
two-stroke while having a near-identical 
power surge. 

The Kawasaki weighed in as the lightest 
in the field, which is beneficial when flick- 
ing through congested streets. Steering is 
precise and the taut suspension and gen- 
erous ground clearance make for sure- 
footed cornering. Marring the KH 400's 
performance in town are its bone-hard 
seat and rigid ride; they jar the rider and 
make him feel every ripple on rough sur- 
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faces. Electric-shock vibration, a weak 
rear brake, odd-shaped handlebars and 
manual starting detract from the 400's in- 
town suitability for most riders. 

The Suzuki 380 triple offers great com- 
fort for short-haul riding. The rubber- 
mounted engine certainly does not deliver 
any of its vibrations to the chassis or rider. 
The six-speed gearbox allows for the ex- 
act setting of engine speed to meet most 
situations. Power delivery is smooth and 
without the rush produced by the Ka- 
wasaki and Yamaha 400s. Steering is 
neutral and the suspension softly sprung. 

The Suzuki is heavy for its displacement 
and acceleration suffers. Gear staging in 
the lower two cogs is not especially well- 
matched to the engine's power and mini- 
mal ground clearance prevents cornering 
speeds from reaching a frisky level. 

Yamaha's revamped 500cc four-stroke 
twin is smooth, quiet and superbly sus- 
pended for comfort. Front and rear discs 
offer excellent stopping power, although a 
gentle touch is required with the grabby 
back brake. Like the Honda 550, the 
Yamaha has a lot of slack in the throttle- 
to-rear-wheel connection; that requires 
the rider to use lower engine speeds on 
slippery surfaces. The high-revving twin 
demands wide-open throttle for brisk ac- 
celeration and the valve train clatter is an 
annoyance to the round-town rider. 

The CB500T has an adaquate amount 
of power, is geared correctly and steers 
with only a slight heaviness. Comfort on 
the street is acceptable and the saddle is 
low enough for most riders to touch both 
feet to the ground. Quick acceleration 
requires high engine speeds, which gen- 
erates fierce vibration, vicious shaking of 
the bike's extremities and total blurs in the 
rear view mirrors. 


Engine Performance, as pragmatically 
defined by our testers, involves a host of 
difficult-to-separate characteristics. Peak 
horsepower, of course, is one primary 
consideration. So is top speed, useful 
torque range, willingness, and what we 
call "accommodation," or that peculiar 
ability to perform tasks the operator calls 
for when he calls for them. The category 
winner, with the second-highest average 
score of the entire comparison, is the 
GT550. The bigger of the two Suzuki two- 
stroke triples makes just under 32 bhp on 
the dyno at 7000 rpm; more importantly, it 
produces 21.5 Ibs/ft of torque at 2500 rpm 
and doesn't fall below that figure until it 
reaches 7500 rpm, which means that the 
GT550 will respond aggressively to in- 
creases in throttle opening at practically 
any engine speed and in practically any 
gear. The engine is responsive, gentle and 
easy to get along with, and it doesn't need 
an expert's touch. It does well with brisk 
engine speed, but it doesn't absolutely 
demand it, and the 550 can trickle peace- 
fully throught the center of town without a 











Engine | 
Performance 


1. Suzuki GT550............ 8.00 
. Yamaha RD400C 6.71 


. Honda CB550F ......... 6.43 


. Kawasaki KH400 6.14 
. Yamaha XS500C ....... 5.29 
. Suzuki GT380 3.71 
. Honda CB500T 


lot of clutch-slippage and shift-kicking. 
Beyond the outskirts, watch it—the 550 
Suzuki proved, over a series of head-to- 
head flat-out charges, to be the fastest 
bike in the comparison, just edging out the 
CB550F Honda. Its fuel economy is noth- 
ing to rave about—33.9 mpg average—but 
it’s not the worst either, that dubious dis- 
tinction having been claimed by its little 
brother. It does a nice job of isolating its 
rider from vibration and noise, leaving the 
operator with nothing but pleasant sensa- 
tions from below. 

Ranking second in the Engine Perfor- 
mance category is the Yamaha RD400C 
two-cylinder two-stroke. The long-stroke 
motor, new for 1976, is a perfect example 
of compromise without sacrifice. It’s a tad 
torquier than its 350 predecessor and 
notably less abrupt—but it can jump up on 
top of its power curve and streak if that’s 
what you want. It’s an easy starter, rough 
on spark plugs (our first set was scabbed- 
up after less than 400 miles), smooth, 
somewhat noisy, and willing to a fault. The 
RD was the most demanding bike of the 
seven—but its engine rewarded an enthu- 
siastic wrist with absolutely thrilling accel- 
eration and response, and contrary to 
what you might think, the 400 has enough 
torque to make travelling with restraint an 
attractive option. (It could outpull the GT- 
380 Suzuki even if the Yam was in sixth 
and the 380 was in fifth.) But we were a bit 
surprised that this particular RD400C 
wasn't even faster. It had entered the 
comparison at the last minute after our 
original (and fresh) RD had suffered a 
transmission problem, and although its 
engine performed notably, the replace- 
ment 400 wasn’t as good as we know 
typical RD powerplants to be. 

The Honda CB550F's four-stroke multi- 
motor finished third in this category, again 
penalized by a laziness more apparent 
than real. To make the Four really sing, the 
rider has to grab it by the scruff of the 
twistgrip and wear out his right hand to 
overcome the heavy return spring and the 
long-travel throttle. With a more respon- 
sive linkage the Four would have done 
considerably better; it's smooth, energetic 
and potent, qualities which rapidly over- 
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power its cold-bloodedness on chilly 
mornings and its drive-line snatch. 

Behind the Four came the Kawasaki 
KH400: an engine which acts much like 
the RD’s but less so. The motor honks 
through its inlet system, shivers with vibra- 
tion in the higher rpm ranges but is re- 
sponsive, perky and hard-working. Its 
average fuel consumption rate was 32.5— 
which doesn't sound like a lot, but reflects 
an improvement that has been evident for 
the last three years. When introduced in 
350cc form, the smallest imported Ka- 
wasaki triple would inhale gasoline at 23 
mpg. The newest version is much better— 
the KH400 makes just over 100 miles 
before reserve is switched on. The engine 
is very much in the Kawasaki two-stroke 
triple tradition, and it's a tradition that our 
test crew (a sporting lot if ever there was 
one) found attractive. 


The Yamaha XS500C finished fifth, its 
engine performance rating downgraded 
by its snatchiness, its valve-train/balancer 
unit clatter, the reduction in its power 
output brought on by heat build-up, and 
certain intrusive mechanical resonances. 
But the test staff was ambivalent about the 
500C’s power band. Some approved of 
what felt like a nice, flat torque curve; 
others felt that the engine had to be 
revved exceptionally hard to produce 
good performance, and the higher the 
engine speed and the more abrupt the 
gear changes, the worse grew the car- 
buretor/transmission lurch. 


Next-to-last in the engine performance 
evaluation was the Suzuki GT380. Its 
power output is just under 31 on the dyno, 
and its peak torque is 20.8 at 7500. Those 
figures, combined with its all-up weight of 
413 Ibs., hurt when compared to the bikes 
whose engines were rated above it. The 
engine is small; the bike is heavy. It ought 
to be slow, and it is: 15.14 seconds in the 
quarter-mile. Slow ain't all: the 380 con- 
sumed fuel at the highest rate (31.7 mpg), 
and during our test the bike had an oiling 
problem that turned the surrounding at- 
mosphere blue. 


Finishing last, with a 2.43 average 
Score, is the Honda CB500T. The engine 
was beautifully credentialed ten years 
ago—but the passage of time has really 
punished it. When the 500T was a 450 and 
the year was 1971, the bike got a rave 
review in Cycle. But in 1971 none of the 
other bikes in this comparison existed. If 
the 500T can be seen as a living history 
lesson, well and good; but it's not so hot 
for anything else. Its engine vibrates and 
snatches and has a power peak so high 
(33.98 at 8500) that few of our testers 
were willing to explore it, the engine's 
shake-level being what it is. Not that the 
bike is an excruciatingly slow one—its 
14.83 @ 85.55 figures in the quarter-mile 
are respectable enough— but it's just so 
doggone unpleasant. 
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Mountain Road Handling takes 
more of a motorcycle's characteristics 
and capabilities into account than any 
other category. To score well here a bike 
hasto have more than satisfactory corner- 
ing clearance, a tight connection between 
throttle opening and ground speed, intel- 
ligent gear ratio spacing, predictable and 
decisive braking action, a solid chassis, 
and suspension components that func- 
tion well and stay consistent. We weren't 
particularly surprised that the RD400C 
was a clear-cut winner here, even though, 
according to three testers, "It's an expert's 
bike." The hot-eyed little Yamaha has 
everything going for it blasting through 
the twisties: it’s suspension is supple with- 
out being mushy, it's ground clearance is 
ample, its brakes if anything are too 
powerful, its engine is quick and eager 
(although it likes to be kept above 6500 
rpm), and the ratios in its six-speed gear- 
box appeared to be perfectly calibrated to 
the motor's fish-hook power-band. 

But the bike does have to be gotten 
used to. Its low center of gravity and its 
52»-in. wheelbase make the RD400 light- 
ning-quick; every directional input is re- 
sponded to instantly, so what you think 
you want to do better be what you really 
want to do. 

Supple the RD400C's suspension may 
be; but the rigidity of its cast wheels 
transmitted a certain harshness going 
over severe road-jolts that more resilient 
wire wheels may have absorbed. (The 
same characteristic was noted of the 
XS500 Yam, which also has one-piece 
alloy wheels.) 

As demanding of one's concentration 
as the 400C is, and as difficult as it is to 
familiarize oneself with, the test crew 
learned quickly how to hustle it along 
through the mountains. Finishing second 
to the RD was a bike that nearly matched 
its character: the Kawasaki KH400. It may 
not be good for much else, as one of the 
test-crew pointed out, but it is fun to ride 
con brio. Its suspension feels stiff and 
springy buzzing down the Interstate, but 
the bike goes where you want it to go and 
does what you want it to do in slash 'n' 
terrorize winding-road riding. Our testers 


Mountain Road 
Suitability 
. Yamaha RD400C ....... 7:58 
. Kawasaki KH400........ VOLO) 
. Yamaha XS500C ....... 6.57 
. Honda CB550F 5.71. 
. Suzuki GT380 ... 
. Suzuki GT550 ... 


:..4.86 
. Honda CBS500T ~........ 0.86 


felt that the KH400 was penalized by its 
peculiar handlebar bend, its vibration level 
and by its heat-prone rear brake. Too, our 
KH went into detonation climbing up a 
twisting sea-level road, which didn’t seem 
to hurt our bike but may demoralize yours. 
It also had a tendency, like the Yam 
RD400, to jerk its front wheel off the 
ground accelerating away from low-gear 
turns. Its transmission and clutch func- 
tioned flawlessly, and its enthusiastic en- 
gine response and decent power-spread 
made the Kawasaki easier to ride than the 
Yamaha RD. 

Finishing third in the twisties was the 
slightly surprising Yamaha 500 four- 
stroke twin. Sound of chassis, the XS500 
tracks accurately and has plenty of power, 
although it likes to turn up a fair amount of 
engine speed before that power becomes 
authoritative. Its brakes were rated sec- 
ond only to the RD's. It retains its com- 
posure nicely down ultra-fast winding 
roads, but feels a bit rubbery through 
bump-infested corners. 

Its biggest problem in the mountains 
was the unpredictable connection be- 
tween the twist-grip and the rear wheel. 
The XS's transmission slop, common to 
most Japanese street bikes, was aggra- 
vated by its Mikuni vacuum-slide carbure- 
tors. The "constant-vacuum" concept 
may work well in some applications; it has 
never worked well on motorcycles, and is 
particularly noisome on the Yamaha 500. 
The bike lurches when you roll the throttle 
off, itlurches when you roll the throttle on, 
itis oversensitive to small twist-grip adjust- 
ments (it sometimes even reacts to bumps 
in the road), and at high engine speeds 
the engine does not respond to the quick 
throttle-blip necessary for smooth down- 
shifts. Still, the XS500, snatchy drive-line 
and all, was appealing for most testers, 
primarily because of its chassis integrity, 
exceptional cornering clearance, good 
suspension control, nicely balanced 
brakes and sufficient power. 

In the dead center of the Mountain 
Road Handling order is the Honda CB- 
550F, a bike with clearly ample power and 
good brakes but also with a host of small 
and subtle problems that plot against it. 
First, the CB550F's plusses: its four-cylin- 
der four-stroke engine spins out power 
smoothly and in a direct relationship to 
engine speed. The red line is set at 9300 
rpm; anything above 6500 rpm will yank 
you forward encouragingly. The Four is 
the most tightly-integrated bike in the 
comparison; the controls respond with a 
unanimity lacking on the others. The 
bike's feel is taut, bright in a silky way, not 
harsh but solid. One's initial impression of 
the 550F is that the bike has a sting 
muffled but not obscured by its sophis- 
tication and that you could live with it— 
happily—for a long time. 

But the subject here is mountain roads, 
and the 550F left our test crew with a 
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vague feeling that it was not all it promised 
to be. For starters, it’s afflicted by the 
same snatchiness common to all high- 
performance Japanese multis, caused by 
its lack of flywheel inertia and the gaps 
between the engaging dogs in its trans- 
mission. The last thing in the world the 
Four is is unwilling—but its throttle linkage 
makes it feel that way. The resistance to 
twistgrip rotation is pronounced here, 
brought on by heavy return springing and 
by far too much twistgrip travel. The travel 
is necessitated by the return springing; a 
quick throttle would take an ungodly 
amount of wrist torque to manipulate. If 
Honda could shed its paranoia about 
sticking carburetor slides then they could 
lighten up on the return spring; if they 
lightened up on the return spring then 
they could use a quick throttle; and if they 
could use a quick throttle the engine 
would fee/ as perky and responsive as it 
really is. But as things stand now the 
Honda 550 feels like it has to be pushed 
hard to deliver brisk mountain road engine 
performance, and in a comparison that 
includes such light-switch leapers as the 
Yamaha RD400C and the Kawasaki 
KH400, the CB550 is going to suffer. 

It also suffers in its attempts to negotiate 
bumpy sweepers. Its primary stability is 
just fine; once it's pushed just past its 
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limits, it’s less than fine. Blast it through 
some fast, rough stuff, especially after the 
suspension fluids have had a chance to 
get nice and hot, and a mild attack of the 
old pitch-and-wobbles sets in. To have an 
insufficiency of ground clearance on both 
sides is plenty bad; to have a problem on 
one side only is worse, especially if you 
happen to forget which side is the bad 
side. The Honda's trendy four-into-one 
allows unlimited cornering clearance on 
the left; on the right, nightmare-city. The 
550 drags its header pipe, its collector 
System and its brake pedal, and when it's 
shooting sparks with all three you're only 
microns away from real trouble. The old 
550 four-piper didn't have the F's corner- 
ing clearance problem; it's always a disap- 
pointment when trendiness intrudes upon 
function. 

The two Suzuki triples finished fifth and 
sixth in the High Mountain GP, the 380 
higher-ranked than the 550 because its 
hard-working little engine and its slight 
weight advantage respectively reduced its 
speed potential and gave it more side- 
clearance. Although the 380 never fell 
behind because of its power-down prob- 
lem, it had to be thrashed to stay in the 
hunt—and thrashing's a dangerous deal 
ona bike that drags its belly on the ground 
whenever it faces a turn. The 380's brake 


action was fine, and it is a responsive, 
willing little worker. But those things that 
helped its comfort rating—like soft sus- 
pension—hurt in the turns. The softer the 
springing the more a bike will squat under 
cornering loads; and the more it squats 
the less clearance it has. The 380 doesn't 
have much to begin with, and once you've 
used up the bike's allotment you're about 
to use up your own. In most regards the 
GT380 is a brilliant little piece. It's a mess 
in the mountains, and until Suzuki gets it 
in its mind that decent cornering clear- 
ance is obligatory rather than optional, a 
mess in the mountains is what the 380 will 
continue to be. 

The same holds true for the 550, only 
more so. The GT550 earned its miserable 
mountain road score fair and square, and 
it was thought of as worse than the 380 
primarily because it's faster, and conse- 
quently more dangerous. Too, the test 
staff resented this one great flaw in an 
otherwise superb presentation, causing 
its mountain behavior to stand out all the 
more glaringly. The 550 has a three-into- 
one-into-four exhaust system that may 
well be a chrome-plater's dream, but the 
system consumes so much under-chassis 
space that if the muffler section doesn't 
drag, then the various stands will—and do. 
Power delivery, braking force and control 
layout on both Suzuki triples are all above 
reproach—but a lack of cornering clear- 
ance ruins both bikes for energetic curve- 
charging. 

Ranking last, with one of its two below- 
1.0 category averages, is the Honda CB- 
500T. It earned it with a conspiracy of 
shortcomings that can only be defined as 
magnificent. The 500 has everything and 
does everything necessary to guarantee 
that your teeth will be clenched and your 
knuckles white at the end of an even 
moderate lunge at a winding road. It has 
no system to mute the wicked vibrations 
coming from the vertical parallel twin en- 
gine; its brakes both feel mushy compared 
to the brake systems on the six other 
bikes; it is afflicted with a near-terminal 
case of drive-line snatch that's severe 
enough to make smooth riding a practical 
impossibility in any situation calling for 
throttle modulation; clutch engagement is 
grabby; the footpegs are too far forward, 
and stick out too far; the rear brake lever 
drags brutally going around right-hand 
corners, and the linkage is designed so 
that every movement of the swing arm 
causes movement of the brake lever; the 
bike's stability goes to hell whenever it's 
faced with a turn with a bump in it, or a 
bump with a turn on it. The seat is satisfac- 
tory, and the transmission is likewise. But 
not satisfactory enough to make up for the 
rest of it. Some candid test-staff com- 
ments: "Honda continues to build the 
CB50O0T to let you know how far they've 
come.” "This bike is too old." "I'll forget it if 
Honda will." 
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Corrected Fuel Consumption | Quarter-Mile Elapsed Time-Seconds 


Yamaha RD400C 
35.9 mpg avg. 


Suzuki GT380 29.4 min. 
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The Sporting Middleweights 


Warranties 








9 Interpretation of warranty is best left 
to Merriam-Webster: ". . . written guar- 
antee of the integrity of a product and of 
the maker's responsibility for the repair 
or replacement of defective parts." Gen- 
erally speaking the manufacturers are 
sincere and cooperative about repairing 
or replacing any items which function 
improperly or fail because of material, 
design, construction or assembly. Dis- 
tributors see the warranty as a way to 
encourage retail buyers. Generous war- 
ranty coverage policies are intended to 
reflect the distributors’ confidence in 
their products' quality and durability. 
Motorcycle dealers, on the other 
hand, usually view warranty as a neces- 
sary evil. A component failure requires 
tne manufacturer to supply the part, the 
distributor to cover the labor cost and 
the customer to deliver the motorcycle 
to the dealer's doorstep. But the dealer 
has to do all the dirty work—fill out forms, 
discover the failure's cause, repair and 
replace any broken parts. The dealer 
also has the most difficult task of all— 
dealing with irate owners. It is a fact that 
dealers do not make money on warranty 
work; unless they are fudging the paper 
work they are fortunate to break even. 
As soon as you put down your hard 
cash for a new motorcycle you have 
become the most important party in the 
warranty chain. It is the customer's re- 
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sponsibility to have the motorcycle prop- 
erly cared for and serviced. As long as 
the motorcycle is not misused, raced, 
crashed or neglected, and recom- 
mended service procedures and prod- 
ucts are used, the owner is entitled to full 
parts and labor coverage for any prod- 
uct failure (within the prescribed war- 
ranty period) due to faulty material, 
design, construction or assembly. 

It is our experience that dealers are 
extremely cautious, often cold, when 
dealing with customers' warranty claims. 
A lot of customers try to stiff dealers with 
borderline or fraudulent claims for any 
one of a million reasons. Just as com- 
monly, dealers will shirk their respon- 
sibilities in warranty cases. 

It is best to approach a dealer with 
calm accuracy regarding any warranty 
situation. Expect to explain completely 
the details surrounding your motorcy- 
cle's problem. An ounce of courtesy will 
be worth a ton of help when confronting 
the dealer's personnel. An irate cus- 
tomer will, as often as not, receive the 
same courtesy (or lack of it) as he pre- 
sents to the dealer. 

Basically, Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki 
and Yamaha have the same warranty 
coverage plans for their motorcycles. 
Each has a different period of mileage 
and/or time during which the policy 
remains in effect, but will cover 10096 of 
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the parts and labor for the period spec- 
ified in the owners manual. All are spe- 
cific about the parts and labor coverage, 
including only the warranty-related re- 
pairs or parts replacement. And all list 
the servicing procedures and mileages 
at which they must be performed. 

Each manufacturer can void the war- 
ranty coverage as follows: the pre- 
scribed servicing has not been 
performed; the motorcycle has been 
used for racing; the machine has been 
abused or used in an unspecified man- 
ner; a warranty-related problem has 
been caused by unauthorized service or 
repair; installation of non-factory parts or 
accessories have led to a failure, han- 
dling deficiency, modification or weight 
exceeding the gross vehicle weight limit; 
or the prescribed time or mileage for 
warranty coverage has been exceeded. 

There are simple dos and don'ts to 
follow in keeping your warranty valid—in 
extreme cases, past limits of time and 
mileage. Follow the service recommen- 
dations. Honda, Kawasaki and Yamaha 
do not require this servicing to be done 
by one of their dealers—although it is 
probably best to do so. If an owner does 
his own servicing he should keep re- 
ceipts of all the supplies used (lubri- 
cants, spark plugs, etc.) and fill out and 
date the check-off lists in the handbook. 
These can be shown to the dealer as 
evidence that servicing has been ac- 
complished at the prescribed times with 
approved products. Suzuki requires ser- 
vicing from an authorized dealer at des- 
ignated mileages. A full record of 
receipts will assure complete coverage— 
especially at an out-of-town dealership. 

A customer can save labor expenses 
by doing his own servicing, but it's a 
good idea to have the first and last 
servicing done by a proper dealer. Not 
uncommonly, he may discover an im- 
pending problem area which an inex- 
perienced customer might not be aware 
of prior to failure. A good dealer will 
correct any warranty-related problem for 
you before your bike's warranty expires 
and charge the factory—not you. If you 
can strike up a relationship with your 
dealer's service personnel they will often 
alert you to parts or areas prone to 
sporadic failures. 

Honda's warranty policy is most spe- 
cific about voiding coverage by install- 
ing non-factory parts. Check with your 
dealer before mounting a fairing, sad- 
dlebags, rack, etc. to see the possible 
ramifications of any non-factory ac- 
cessories. They also offer warranty time 
extensions for those who purchase a 
Honda in the off-season months. (1) A 

(Continued on page 106) 
CYCLE 


Conclusion 





€ With three first-place category wins, 

three seconds, a third and a sixth, the 
Suzuki GT550 is the unchallenged winner 
of our Middleweight Comparison test. It 
had the best engine, was judged the most 
comfortable, was the easiest to manage 
around town and finished second in the 
Fit and Feel, Noise Control and Vibration 

Control categories. Beyond the addition 

and division of point totals the Suzuki was 
the bike that most of the testers liked the 
best. (Six out of seven riders said they’d 

buy a Suzuki 550 if they were in the market 
for a touring middleweight.) Despite the 
fact that the 550 has been subjected to 
minimal development work since its intro- 
duction four model-years ago, it has a 
agreeable texture which suggests that the 
design team got it right the first time, and 

has had the good sense to leave it alone. 

The only element of the 550’s character 
we weren't thrilled with was its lack of 
cornering clearance. With its steam-cal- 
liope exhaust complex tucked up and in, 
the 550 would be as close to a perfect 
motorcycle as anyone could ask for. 

The Honda CB550F finished a half- 
point below the bigger Suzuki and in 
unthreatened posession of second place. 
Make no mistake: the Four is a super- 
scooter. It's beautifully assembled, quiet, 
fast and subtle, and its engine gives it the 
ability to do a wide range of motorcycle-y 
things with brilliance—like win production 
races (the GT550 can't), get good mileage 
and produce an enchanting sound from 
the end of its muffler. But to match the 
GT550 in the comfort categories the bike 
needs a lighter throttle, a more compliant 
suspension and a more carefully thought- 
out relationship between seat, pegs and 
handlebar. And while it was better on 
twisting roads than the GT550, it wasn't 


enough better to offset the Suzuki's ad- 
vantages in other areas of evaluation. 
The Suzuki GT380 finished an astonish- 
ing third overall, despite a rating of "tolera- 
ble" in the engine performance category 
(3.71) and the worst fuel consumption 
problem of all bikes tested (31.7 mpg 
average). The 380 scored well for the 
same reasons the GT550 did—it's com- 
fortable, willing to work, unobtrusive and 
eager to please, and the impression it 
imparted to everyone who rode it was one 
of solidarity and charming toughness. It's 
stone-slow compared to the class's rock- 


Overall Results 


. Suzuki GT550............. 6.52 
. Honda CB550F  ......... 6.07 
. Suzuki GT380 ........... 5.75 


. Yamaha RD400C .......5.68 
. Yamaha XS500C .......5.62 
. Kawasaki KH400 ....... 4.30 
. Honda CB500T ......... 2.82 





etships and it’s dawg-meat in the moun- 
tains, but its commanding presence in the 
categories having to do with pleasant 
travelling jolted it up high in the standings. 

The 380 finished ahead of the RD400C, 
which surprised nobody more than us. The 
RD does brilliantly what it does well: flick 
through the mountains (it won that cate- 
gory by a half-point), get up on its pipe and 
haul ass, and tip-toe around town. Its 
suspension compliance was rated second 
only to the XS-500C's, and its engine is 
more than acceptably smooth for a twin. 
Would the testers buy it for tearing 








around? Six said yes, and one said yes if 
he were 50 Ibs. lighter. How about for 
touring? All seven said no—and that's 
what dropped it to fourth. 

In fifth place, the Yamaha XS500C, a 
bike that's a/most there, but not quite. 
Those of us who remember last year's 
version are impressed with the progress 
Yamaha has made in quelling the bike's 
drive-line snatch, and there's no doubt 
about the stability of the XS's chassis and 
the category-winning compliance of its 
suspension system. But it'll still over-react 
to variations in throttle opening, its engine 
performance was not thought to be 
beyond improvement and it could be 
easier to ride through town. 

The Kawasaki KH400 slotted into sixth, 
which is a ranking that surprised no one. It 
gobbles gas, growls through its intake 
manifold, bounces down the Interstate 
and transmits a goodly amount of engine- 
buzz. But. . . but. It sure is fun to ride 
under the proper circumstances. It accel- 
erates quickly, has terrific cornering clear- 
ance, a nice front brake and a stable 
chassis, and it doesn't cost much money. 
If you buy it for the right reasons, it'll 
delight you with its better-than-good han- 
dling and its anxious little engine. 

The Honda CB500T finished last, 2% 
full points behind the sixth-place bike, and 
we feel almost like apologizing for includ- 
ing it in the first place. If you've read this 
far you know why, so a rehearsal of its 
shortcomings is unnecessary. We think 
its time for Honda to put this bike out of 
our misery. It was an inspired creation in 
1966 and it reached comparative perfec- 
tion in 1971, but other middleweights have 
been lapping it ever since. The longer 
Honda persists with it the worse it's going 
to get—even if it stays the same. 
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After the Fall 


What to do, and what not to do, 


after a sky/ground/sky/ground episode 


€ Let us speak plainly. Motorcycling is 
fun and it is dangerous, especially when 
riders make abrupt, unscheduled depar- 
tures from their motorcycles. 

Face down in a cloud of dust, the fun 
stops. Your motorcycle hop-scotched, 
leaped and slid somewhere else; and you 
stumbled wildly across the ground which 
jumped up and rapped you in the end. As 
the dust settles, you need a certain kind of 
knowledge: not about tires or suspen- 
sions or ignitions—but about human com- 
ponents and systems and engineering. 

You could be in a lot of trouble if you're 
alone, and even if you're not. Do not panic 
and do not get up. It’s a very normal 
response for a fallen motorcyclist to jump 
up, find his motorcycle and give it hand- 
to-bar reformation. That's an incredibly 
stupid reaction. Why? Because, for exam- 
ple, getting up on severely fractured ver- 
tebrae might drive bone shrapnel into the 
spinal cord which in turn could result in 
permanent nerve damage and paralysis. 

First things first, and the condition of 
your body should top all post-accident 
lists. Starting at the top: how's your head? 
Were you knocked out? That can be a 
sign of potentially serious head injuries, 
and simply regaining consciousness 
doesn't mean you're out of trouble with 
your head. Or the rest of you. Keep your 
body still in the supine position in which it 
came to rest—and leave your helmet on. 

Next try to ascertain the condition of 
most of your bones. There are several 
signs of bone fractures, and a couple of 
these hallmarks can be useful in assess- 
ing your situation though your helmet is 
on and your clothing intact. If you have 
pain at some point, together with an in- 
ability to make a lower extremity move, or 
an inability to move a joint, these condi- 
tions would suggest a fracture in the area 
in which you feel pain. 

All fractures are not created equal. 
Some are serious—and others potentially 
deadly. Do not move until you're sure your 
neck or spine has not been injured. If you 
have pain in your cervical spine (the back 
part of your neck) which seems to be 
concentrated at a point, and/or pain 
seems to jolt you at the slightest next 
movement, then stay completely still. A 
muscle sprain in the neck usually pro- 
duces a more generalized pain-in-the- 
neck, but in no case should you play 
diagnostic physician regarding injuries 
which—if you make a bad call—could 
possibly leave you dead or paralyzed. 
Should you have the smallest suspicion 
that you've sustained a cervical or spinal 
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column injury, do not move and do not eat 
or drink anything. 

There are other hallmarks of spinal col- 
umn injuries. You may have weakness in 
an extremity (hand, foot, arm, leg) below 
the point of vertebral fracture, or unusual 
sensations (hot or cold feelings, or numb- 
ness), or a loss of control of bladder or 
bowels. For example, an intense pain in 
the small of the back, accompanied by an 
almost total weakness in your right leg, 
could indicate fractured vertebrae. 

If you suspect a neck or spine injury, do 
not remove your helmet and do not allow 
anyone else to do so. A person with a 
dreadful cervical injury could be killed or 
paralyzed in the simple act of taking his 
helmet off. 

Suppose your neck and back have 
never felt better. You have absolutely no 
pain, no numbness, no soreness, no un- 
usual sensations—and nary a bruise or 
abrasion. You've gotten up, checked 
again and congratulated yourself. 

Terrific, you say, discovering that your 
Scooter wasn't even scratched; replace 
the footpeg and rubbers and hand grips 
and it'll be as good as new, or nearly new. 
The only weird part of the crash, you 
puzzle, was getting knocked out for a 
short time—but everything'll be perfect. 

Maybe yes, and maybe no. The natural 
reaction is to get back on your motorcycle 
and boogie away from the accident 


scene. It would really be dumb to leave a 
perfectly rideable motorcycle parked 
alongside the highway just because you 
were conked out briefly. So you'll ride 
merrily off into the sunset. You should 
know, however, that under certain cir- 
cumstances, the sun might really be set- 
ting on you. 

People who have been swatted un- 
conscious in an accident may later lapse 
back into an unconscious state. The onset 
of this second period can happen slowly 
or suddenly, after an interval of minutes or 
hours. You don't want to be riding along, 
pass out again, and crash a second time. 

Getting knocked out the first time is 
sufficient reason for getting your head 
and body to a physician. The first blow 
might mark the onset of innercranial 
bleeding, and it's awfully serious to have 
blood running outside normal channels. 
The brain, locked up in the skull, responds 
poorly to a hydraulic squeeze, and among 
other things the pressure can cause a 
recurrent loss of consciousness. If that 
happens, you'l want (and likely need) 
emergency medical help as fast as it can 
reach you. The last thing you'd need to 
happen is exactly what could happen 
should you pass out riding a motorcycle: 
your poor, abused head would likely catch 
another blow. 

At least three things should be clear 
about "roadside aid." First, it's important 
to know what not to do: don't panic, don't 
move, don't pull off your helmet, don't eat 
or drink anything. Second, heroic ar- 
rogance and medical ignorance can 
produce lethal results. Ignoring signs of 
dangerous injuries and refusing to seek 
qualified help really could kill you some- 
time. Finally, since motorcycling exposes 
participants to injury more than some 
other sports, motorcyclists—as a class— 
should take reasonable steps to protect 
themselves from the possible conse- 
quences of accidents. 

Every motorcyclist ought to outfit him- 
self with proper riding gear, including 
helmet, jacket, gloves and boots. The 
benefits of protective gear should be self- 
evident, but one point bears repetition. 
Most motorcycle fatalities result from 
head injuries, and a good motorcycle 
helmet dramatically increases the chance 
of surviving a motorcycle accident without 
serious head injuries. While many motor- 
cyclists insist on riding bare-headed and 
bare-eyed for personal and political rea- 
sons, you should know that massive cere- 
bral hemmorages are distinctly apolitical. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Fat Polyglas® tires, |: 
flashy chrome 
road wheels. 
Ve-ry hea-vy. 


The Nev Su 
Dodge Street Van 


It’s the first van that comes 
factory-customized. 

Complete for the street with: 

Great-looking fat tires, flashy chrome wheels (or our 
new painted spoke wheels). Extra bright trim on the outside. , 
High-back buckets with fold-down armrests. And as a treat  // l Send for free TAN 
for your feet, thick carpeting up front. NNI 

Plus, every Street Van comes complete with a Dodge 
Customizing Idea Kit. It's loaded up with trick paint designs 
for the outside. Full-size templates for the inside custom 
work. And much more. 

When you put yourself into a 
Dodge Street Van, Dodge also puts you down 
for a one-year membership in the new Van 
Clan—a van association that gives you travel 
services, van theft protection, and more. 

That's how Dodge starts you out. How 
your Street Van ends up is up to you. <A CHRYSLER 

Vat CORPORATION 






The Van Clan 
P.O. Box 125, Birmingham, Mich. 48012 

















At Dunlop,we believe 


a motorcycle is - 
only as good as 
, Its tires. ue 


There are some mighty fine 

high performance street bikes on 
the market today, all with the 
most advanced performance and 
control features. 


But the single most critical 

factor in motorcycle control and 
performance is the tires. And 
Dunlop is the number one name 
in motorcycle tires. 

Ask the people who make cycles. 
The manufacturers of 75 percent 
of all motorcycles sold in the 
United States choose Dunlop for 
original equipment. The reason 
is superior technology. 


Dunlop Tires 
Are Race-proved. 


Time after time, under the most 


grueling race conditions, Dunlop 
technology has come to the 

fore. Like the Dunlop K-81, the 
industry's first tire with a Trigonic 
(triangular) profile that bites 

even at a 45 degree lean. 


Dunlop pioneered belted con- 
struction in racing tires. Dunlop 
belted tires were used by the 
winners of the 1973 and 1974 

500 cc, 350 cc, and 250 cc World 
Championships and Superbike 
Championships. And the first five 
finishers in the 1975 LeMans 
24-hour race ran on Dunlop KR-91 
belted tires, without a single tire 
change. 


Which brings us to our latest 
offering, the Dunlop K-91 Tire 
Performance Package, a result of 









the racing success of the KR-91. 


A Revolutionary 

Tire System from Dunlop. 
The K-91 rear tire is belted/bias 
construction, another industry 
first, with belts of Kevlar*, the 
first fiber developed specifically 
for tires. 

Kevlar, pound for pound, is five 
times stronger than steel! Kevlar 
belts stabilize the tread for superb 
high speed performance, excellent 
mileage potential, and strength 
to resist road shocks. 

K-91 front tires are bias ply 
construction, with a ribbed tread 
pattern for directional stability, 
steering and cornering control. 
Both front and rear tread designs 





incorporate deep groove 

water clearing channels and aqua- 
jet shoulder ducts for water 
dispersion and wet grip 
performance. 


The K-91 front and rear tire 
combination is V-rated. 


Our Track Record 
Proves Our Point. 


You can’t talk about a 
motorcycle’s performance or 
dependability without con- 
sidering the tires. 


And when it comes to tires, no 
one has a better track record than 
Dunlop. A track record that 
really pays off in performance and 
dependability on the street. 








More cycles 
ride on 
Dunlop 

than any 
other tire 

in the world. 


DUNLOP 


Dunlop Tire and Rubber Corp., Buffalo, N.Y. 14240 


*Kevlar is a registered trademark of the DuPont 
Company for its aramid fiber. 
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There’s another protective step some 
motorcyclists take. “Be prepared with a 
first-aid kit” is a common piece of advice. 
In the real world few motorcyclists do 
carry first-aid kits. The super-compact 
models are worthless for anything beyond 
a scratch. Moreover, it’s difficult to find a 
convenient place for a useful (non-com- 
pact) first-aid kit on a bare motorcycle. 
Assuming you had a unit with valuable 
tools and supplies (like an airway), you or 
someone at the scene would have to be 
trained in emergency medical procedures. 
Most of us aren't that farsighted or lucky. 

Roadside efforts made by good sa- 
maritans are generally limited by their 
knowledge, preparation and supplies. But 
there are some important things anyone 
can do. Keep calm, reassure the victim 
(and yourself), and summon help. These 
openers should be automatic reactions in 
any emergency. 

Do unto others as you would do to 
yourself. Don't move the victim unless he 
or she is in a situation that immediately 
threatens life. If he's face down in a water- 
filled ditch, you have little time and no 
choice. Normally the alternatives aren't 
quite that stark. Don't move the victim just 
because he's come to rest on the high- 
Way, or because you think he might be 
more comfortable under a tree. 

Try to assess the victim's condition at 
once. You should recognize signs of im- 
minent danger in people who have re- 
ceived head injuries: 1) drowsiness; 2) 
vomiting; 3) severe headaches; 4) recur- 
rent loss of consciousness; 5) unequal 
dilation of the pupils of the eyes; 6) sei- 
zures or "fits." The last three signs indi- 
cate a very dangerous condition, and all 
these signs should tell you to get medical 
help, and get it fast. 

There are other signs of grave danger 
connected with shock, specifically the 
kind of shock (hypovolumic) associated 
with internal bleeding. Sometimes motor- 
cyclists will sustain chest and abdominal 
injuries in a get-off; blunt (direct chest hit 
on a tree) and/or penetrating (classic 
handlebar-in-the-gut shot) traumas can 
produce internal bleeding. Blood flowing 
outside normal channels doesn't perform 
its life-sustaining function, and this failure 
results in shock. 

The signs are 1) cold, clammy, wet skin; 
2) pale, dusty color with bluish tongue, lips 
and fingernail beds; 3) restlessness and 
disorientation; 4) rapid or irregular 
breathing; 5) rapid, thready pulse; 6) in- 
creasing pain in the abdomen and/or 
chest cavity. Number six is not specifically 
a sign of shock, but if it's attendant to 
signs 1-5, it's a grave signal. 

You can keep the victim warm and 
quiet, and keep him as comfortable as 
possible. His comfort goes only so far. Do 
not give food or fluid to someone who is in 
shock, or has suffered head or spinal 
column injuries. Seek rapid emergency 
help from professionals. 

With luck you'll never see a victim show 
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any signs of imminent danger. Chances 
are much higher that you may be scene- 
side at an accident where less disasterous 
injuries have been suffered. The victim 
may well be coherent and clear-headed 
after his fall, and therefore able to assist 
you in an assessment of his condition. 


After the Fall 





Again, if either one of you suspect 
cervical or spinal column fractures, the 
don’t-move-him and don’t-remove-helmet 
rules apply. Assuming the pain suggests a 
neck fracture, immobilize or "sandbag" 
the head. Even if the head is turned to one 
side, leave it that way. Any number of 
items will work to sandbag the head: a 
rolled-up shirt, a tool-kit, a jacket, etc. 
You'll probably wind up using several 
items to insure immobility. 

Other fractures will be more mundane, 
though still unappealing. The victim may 
be able to tell you where he has pain, what 
point is particularly tender to touch, and 
what extremities are not working well. As 
an observer, you may see swelling and 
redness at the point of fracture. Further- 
more, limbs in peculiar positions will like- 
wise suggest breaks. 

If professional medical help is 
minutes—rather than hours—away, then 
splinting may be optional. You should 
understand the mechanics of splinting, 
and be prepared to act. Most first-aid 
manuals offer instructions and diagrams 
which illustrate the art (or science) of 
splinting. It's a good thing to have specific 
first-aid handbook knowledge because 
you may not always have the choice to by- 
pass splinting. 

There are two main goals in dealing 
with fractures. First, maintain the blood 
supply to the bone, and to the soft tissue 
around the bone; second, prevent further 





damage to the injured area. Using (walk- 
ing on) a fractured component (such as a 
leg) will only add to the problem. A frac- 
tured bone can interrupt the blood supply; 
once a bone is broken, the structural 
integrity of the limb is compromised and 
blood vessels may be twisted shut, cutting 
off the blood supply to bone and tissue. 
Cut offthe blood supply to a muscle for six 
hours, and the muscle won't work again. 

You can appreciate then the maxim: 
splint them where they lie. Limbs are 
returned to their anatomical position. 
Legs are immobilized in a "position of 
function"; that is, straight out, as if one 
were standing. The position of function for 
an arm is a 90-degree bend at the elbow, 
with the hand holding an invisible glass of 
water. Splints are where you find them—a 
fork tube, a straight section of exhaust 
pipe or sissy bar, a tire pump, etc. The 
splint can be fastened with a torn-up shirt 
or other makeshift bindings. Don't cinch 
the splint down tight on the victim; the 
object is only relative immobility in the 
position of function. 

Open fractures—where there's bleed- 
ing from a fracture site (and you may or 
may not be able to see the bone)— present 
other complications. You might have to 
cutthrough clothing to expose the site. To 
stop the bleeding, use the cleanest cloth 
you can find to put direct pressure on the 
wound. Two things are important here. 
Dirt and bone make a bad combination 
because bone infections which may result 
from contamination are very difficult to 
cure. Second, to stop the bleeding locally 
with a pressure pad is much better than 
cutting off the blood supply to an entire 
area with a tourniquet. Usually the pres- 
sure-pad method will stop the bleeding, 
and this technique can be employed to 
halt profuse bleeding elsewhere. 

Only use a tourniquet as a last resort to 
stop massive uncontrolled bleeding. Gas 
line, shirt sleeves, rope and other similar 
items will work as tourniquets. For meth- 
odology you should consult a first-aid 
manual. In a general attempt to maintain 
some blood supply to the injured area, 
emergency workers may try to cycle the 
tourniquet action: on for five minutes and 
off for one. If the bleeding is really severe, 
cycling may not work; there's too much 
blood loss. Applying a tourniquet without 
interruption may result in the loss of a 
limb. The choices can be grim: bleeding to 
death on the spot, or possibly surviving 
and perhaps losing a limb. 

In most cases, the only blood you'll see 
at an accident scene will be associated 
with cuts and abrasions. The object of any 
treatment is to avoid infection, reduce the 
pain and decrease the healing time. The 
less foreign matter in the wound, the 
smaller chance of infection, so don't put 
up with dirty wounds: clean up with soap 
and water, medicate if possible, and cover 
with clean dressings. 

Because soap and water, bandages 

(Continued on page 90) 
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If you’re just looking for a job, you can probably take your pick of 
thousands. But if you’re also looking for adventure, the field 
suddenly narrows. To the Navy. 

In the Navy, a job means more than a good paycheck. It means 
the opportunity to see places like Italy, Spain, Morocco, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines and Hawaii. It means working on some of the most 
advanced technical equipment devised by man. It means doing a 
job that really counts, with guys who count on you to do it. 

The Navy has more than sixty career fields we can train you in. 
We'll help you continue your education, and you'll earn thirty vaca- 
tion days with pay, a year. Your Navy recruiter can tell you more. 
Speak to him or call toll free 800-841-8000. ( In Georgia, 800-342-5855.) 

Navy. It's not just a job, it's an adventure. 


NAVY 


Capt. H. C. Atwood, Jr., U. S. Navy. Q403 
NAVY OPPORTUNITY INFORMATION CENTER 
P.O. Box 2000, Pelham Manor, N.Y. 10803 
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Rolf Tibblin (shown here) and Jack Johnson rode this 
Husqvarna to victory in the toughest of Mints. 





s aS 
When the leading bike’s crew blew a wheel change 
the Bunty/Kyger Yamaha won the under-250cc class. 
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In this revised version of Aesop's favorite fable, the swift got 


segregated and the racing was rearranged to suit the slippery. 


By Dave Holeman 


e ` > aa MAE. SON ae A 
An excited Marc Knudsen and friends managed to fit a three-minute wheel change into only ten minutes. 


€ The Mint 400 is the most prominent big- 
money off-road race held in the United 
States. Only Mexico's 500- and 1000-mile 
Baja events are as prestigious as the Mint 
and few other North American motorcycle 
races receive as much international press 
coverage. But while the Baja races gener- 
ate profits for their promoters, the Mint 
Hotel professes to lose money in support- 
ing offroad competitions. K. J. Howe, 
public relations director for the Mint, 
claims a loss of $68,000 for last year's 
motorcycle and four-wheeler races. 

In 1974 the entire Mint 400 race was 
canceled because of the Energy Crisis. 
Early this year the motorcycle segment 
(including the youth-class Mini-Mint) had 
been deleted from the race schedule be- 
cause of a publicity crisis. It was to be an 
unabashed and unembarrassed all-car 
race. The previous seven races had been 
won overall, in elapsed time, by motorcy- 
cles. Three different courses had been 
used (ranging in length from 40 to 100 
miles and varied from equipment-murder- 
ing to lightning-fast) in an effort to close 
the bike/car time gap. But the results 
were always the same. Some inside 
sources said that the promoters were 
under pressure from automotive interests 
to separate the bikes from the cars. Over- 
all wins were considered too valuable to 
be stolen right from under bucks-up Car- 
Biz noses by a bunch of plebeian, rag-tag 
motorcyclists. 

Fortunately, just weeks prior to race day 
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the event was saved by three Las Vegas 
motorcycle racers: Ralph Purdy, Casey 
Folks and Ben Maze agreed to lay out a 
separate motorcycle-only course, handle 
race preparation, man the course, estab- 
lish the rules and virtually guarantee 100 
entries—twice the 1975 field. 

Somehow, in their first-ever race man- 
agement effort, this ambitious trio made it 
all happen. They laid out a grueling 
course, marked it, handled the day’s ac- 
tivities and pulled the promised hundred 
entries. It was the first time the three-digit- 
mark had ever been reached by motorcy- 
cle entries in a Baja-type race. And with 
the cars racing on a separate course 
(virtually identical to last year’s), the four 
wheelers could anticipate being able to 
advertise their victor as the Mint’s "over- 
all" winner. 

In the whole history of the Mint, only 
Husqvarnas and Yamahas have made it 
as overall winners. And except for last 
year's upset win by privateers on a 250cc 
Yamaha, all the victories have gone to 
factory/distributor sponsored machines 
and riders. 

Yamaha has not supported a cross- 
country race effort since the Mike Patrick/ 
Phil Bowers team retired in the early- 
seventies. Husqvarna, having struggled 
through two difficult seasons, was making 
its first full factory effort in a Baja-type 
event since they were dealt a harsh defeat 
in last year's Mint. Three Honda-assisted 
teams were entered—one in each dis- 
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The Cannady/ Baker 410 Honda was fast enough to 
win overall but human frailty dropped it back to third. 


placement class (175cc, 250cc and 
Open). In the small-bore class the Penton- 
supported Carl Cranke/Eric Jensen team 
was looking for the first Grand Slam in the 
Baja-type races ever posted by any vehi- 
cle—consecutive wins in the Baja 500 and 
1000, Parker 400 and the Mint 400. 

Husqvarna lost the two Baja races to 
two totally hand-made bikes: a Harley 250 
and a 410cc Honda four-stroke, and nar- 
rowly won the Parker 400 after numerous 
engine problems. Husky's continued sup- 
port of cross-country racing was said to 
depend on their bikes' showing in the 
Mint. Husky did have the strongest teams 
of riders. Teamed together were Rolf Tib- 
blin and Larry Roesler, A. C. Bakken and 
Mitch Mayes, and Jack Johnson and Mark 
Mason. All had been overall winners of 
previous Mint or Baja races. 

The course was much tougher than any 
of the riders or mechanics had antici- 
pated. Traditional Baja-type courses use 
old roads exclusively. The Mint's new 
motorcycle course was mostly cross- 
country, and could have been a perfect 
24-mph-average enduro loop. As an en- 
duro, one loop would have been challeng- 
ing, two loops tough, three loops worse 
than an ISDT Qualifier, and four loops a 
killer-event. The course, mostly pure goat- 
path trails, included countless switch- 
backs, ups-and-downs, drop-offs, horse- 
power up-hills, sand and rocky washes, 
dry lake beds, short stretches of road and 
long runs over seemingly bottomless talc. 
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The dust problem was the worst ever 
presented to the cross-country racers. 

A black cloud of bad luck hung over 
Husky. Two days before the race Mitch 
Mayes, widely recognized as today's fast- 
est desert rider, crashed while pre-run- 
ning. Mitch was having trouble with his 
front brake cable snagging. He was smok- 
ing along in fifth gear (Mitch uses a 19- 
tooth, 100-mph countershaft sprocket) 
across some deep, rolling whoops when 
the cable caught and wouldn't come free. 
He gassed his Husky to loft the front 
wheel, hoping to un-snag the cable, but 
too much throttle flipped him over back- 
wards. The fall broke both his collar 
bones. This injury, added to one collar 
bone broken in the Baja 1000 and a 
dislocated shoulder from an early-season 
team race, kept him out of the event. 

Jack Johnson's partner canceled out at 
the last minute and left him open to an 
offer. By shuffling team members around, 
Husky was still able to field two strong 
entries. Johnson was paired with Tibblin, 
and Bakken with Roeseler. Husky's only 
real competition came from Al Baker and 
Gene Cannady on their Bill Bell-prepared 
410cc Honda four-stroker. The Honda 
had shut out Husky in both of last year's 
Baja races. 

To reduce vision problems caused by 
dust, riders were started at 15 second 
intervals. Unfortunately the first three 
miles of the course had not been marked. 
And since no one was permitted to pre- 
run this section, the first forty riders got 
lost. For some it was the end of the race. 

The 104 mile course was a figure-eight 
with the center routes about a mile apart. 
Most riders changed at these close center 
sections. 

Among the 97 starters, 37 never made it 
around the second loop. At a road cross- 
ing only 32 miles from the start line, 23 of 
the bikes came through on their first loop 
with flat tires. Only 2196 of the starters 
finished the four laps. 

The race for the overall win was an 
extremely close contest between the two 
team Huskies and Bell's Honda. Lap times 
taken at the two mid-way course cross- 
ings separated the trio by no more than 
two minutes. Each half-lap time taken 
showed the lead changing hands from 
Husky to Honda to Husky. The Honda's 
power worked best over the miserable, 
rapidly-deteriorating sand and rocks. The 
Huskys' advantages lay in their light 
weight and more nimble handling. 

So tight were the first three laps that 
one fouled plug or a flat would have put 





any of the trio out of contention. As if 
things weren't tough enough, by mid-day 
the wind velocity was gusting up to 50 
mph on the flats—higher on the course's 
hog-back ridges. The wind eliminated the 
dreaded dust problem but posed new 
challenges for the riders. As the race went 
on, ruts up to ten miles long developed in 
the soft sections, and these quickly be- 
came axle deep. Hidden in the ruts were 
baseball- to basketball-sized rocks. Few 
riders made the last two loops without 
getting spit-off, jammed in the ruts or 
knocked out of the running by flat tires. 

Husky’s black cloud blew over to 
shroud the Honda pits. Dick Miller’s smali- 
bore Elsinore never completed the first 
loop; Wayne Cook and Steve Holladay’s 
250 expired before the third lap. Al Baker 
was hardest hit. Extreme fatigue caused 
an out-of-shape Baker to consume too 
much liquid. Baker became ill, throwing 
his pace off as much as twenty minutes by 
the end of the day. Al was later hospi- 
talized for a badly bruised bladder, caused 
by the bone-jarring ride and too much 
water in his system. 

Gene Cannady, the unsung.hero of the 
Honda four-stroke effort, was somehow 
making up all the time that Baker was 
losing. By the time Al rode the fourth loop 
his pace had slowed to what Cannady 
referred to as, "my trail riding speed." 
Gene rode the entire last loop in a vain 
effort to catch the leading Huskies. But a 
fifteen minute deficit at the beginning of 
the third lap had grown to a 47 minute gap 
at the finish. 

Roeseler and Bakken were within sec- 
onds of the leader until the last lap. With 
their bike's back tire down to the cords 
and the engine rattling, they settled into a 
try-to-finish pace for the final hundred- 
mile loop. 

The leaders were not without their own 
problems. Jack Johnson's tremendous 
stamina allowed him to compensate for 
Tibblin's steadily slowing pace. They 
clocked in at under three hours per lap, 
with their lap-to-lap time variance less 
than five minutes. At the last Husky pit on 
loop-four, Johnson roared up certain that 
his lead was in dire jeopardy. Tibblin had 
crashed a few times in his final section— 
once very hard—and arrived late to the 
rider change in a semi-conscious condi- 
tion. Johnson was sure he needed to 
make up lost time, convinced that both the 
other Husky and the Honda were running 
ahead of him. 

Dean Goldsmith, Husky race manager, 
had a difficult time settling Jack down. His 
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back tire was as bald as a Goodyear road- 
racing slick, the pipe was bent, the cylin- 
der flange was broken away from the 
casting and the suspension was sacked. 
Dean grabbed Jack and told him, “Use 
your head. Cool it. Baker and Cannady are 
30 minutes down and Bakken is cooling it. 
You got ten minutes on him. Only 40 miles 
to go. Don’t do something stupid.” Jack 
was off in a cloud of dust as if he hadn't 
heard a word. Luck and skill brought Jack 
through. He alone finished the four loops 
in less than eleven hours. 

The 250cc class started off as a 
Yamaha versus Penton event. In the forty- 
plus field, almost all the bikes were new 
Penton MC 5 motocrossers and Yamaha 
Monoshockers. By the start of the third 
loop, the race was between two Yamaha 
teams, which were running fast laps while 
the Penton riders suffered with their ma- 
chines' teething problems. For Yamaha, 
Max Switzer (overall winner in 1971) and 
Marc Knudsen were pulling four minutes a 
loop on Richard Bunty and Leroy Kyger, 
also on a monoshocker. The young Marc 
Knudsen was concerned that his bald rear 
tire wouldn't make the last fifty miles and 
he opted to change the wheel at his final 
pit stop. With spare bikes, wheels, and 
tools, the crew was well prepared to per- 
form what should have been a three min- 
ute swap. In their exuberance, the crew 
dropped all the spacers and adjusters as 
they pulled the old wheel out. A spare 
wheel was carried to the bike, but its 


bearings fell out and were picked up 
loaded with. dirt. They tried taking the 
bearings from the old wheel but they 
wouldn't come out. Finally, in desperation, 
a wheel was removed from their spare 
bike, complete with spacers and adjust- 
ers, and put on the race machine. 

About this time the Bunty/Kyger bike 
came by, now holding a two minute lead 
instead of a five minute deficit. Still labor- 
ing over the Yamaha's rear wheel, the 
crew and rider managed to drop more 
washers and master links clips. By the 
time the bike was under way, Knudsen 
and Switzer were over ten minutes down 
and had to settle for second spot. 

After stumbling through two wins in the 
500 and 1000 mile Baja races, Carl Cranke 
and Eric Jensen have merited special 
attention as "Team Preparation." At the 
Parker 400, overwhelmed with having a 
new bike, (and not having to resurrect 
some antique Penton) they neglected to 
pre-run. Even with that disadvantage they 
still won the 125cc class. Winning the Mint 
400 would make them the first team, 
among bikes or cars, to have ever won off- 
road racing's Big Four—the Grand Slam. 

A fire had melted Cranke's Mint bike 
into a heap of molten scrap shortly before 
the race. Unaware that the Mint's small- 
bore class had been upped to 175cc from 
the traditional 125cc limit, Carl and Eric 
were planning on stuffing one of Cranke's 
old race engines in a new Penton MC 5 

(Continued on page 107) 


Miüsmnd 400 Results 


Class A 0-175cc 


Class 
Pos. Number 


Riders Time 
Carl Cranke/Eric Jensen 
Michael Gaskill/Tom Bolton 


13:30:91 
15:35:05 


Class B 176-250cc 


Richard Bunty Jr./Leroy Kyger 
Max Switzer/Marc Knudsen 
Gene Durham/Mike Ahern 
Scot Harden/Andy Kirker 

Bob Anglin/Mike Arbogast 
Rick Lee/Steven Subith 

Jeff Nickell/ Dennis Stevens 
Ken Coulter/Ron Hatfield 


12:51:69 
13:02:72 
13:18:82 
13:20:29 
13:22:48 
13:33:27 
14:57:23 
15:41:85 


Class C 251-Open 


Jack Johnson/Rolf Tibblin 
Larry Roeseler/A.C. Bakken 
Al Baker/Eugene Cannady 
Jim Jones/Rick Binckley 


10:59:57 
11:09:21 
11:42:42 
12:15:02 
14:59:86 


Class D Over 38 
Bill Putman/Art Knapp 
Dick Vick/Niles Ussery 
Smoke Bomb Gaetz/Marty Reider ....14:52:02 


Ronald Loomis/Ken Guio 
Bob Ewing/Ron Sloan 





12:41:90 
14:16:19 


14:53:25 
14:93:56 
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The ultimate union of 
body and bike. 


We weren't absolutely sure what tour de force 
meant, but it sounded like it must be what we 
had in mind. 

The dictionary didn't let us down. 

Tour de force: feat of strength or skill. 

Isn't that at the heart of touring? Isn't 
that what sends you out on long trips, again 
and again? What sets you dreaming and talking, 
always in search of something close to perfection? 

We could add one thing. Style. 

Because today's brilliant new developments 
in Cyclewear can make your touring experience 
more pleasant than ever. 

There are many choices, but you can make 
the right one if you keep certain 
down-to-earth principles in mind. You must 
analyze your own needs and style and keep your 
mind open to new ideas, and old ones, too. 

Strength, skill and style. 

'The ultimate objective is a sleek, stripped- 
down feeling with maximum protection. 

So that the trip you're taking becomes the 
ultimate in freedom and fun. 

So that it becomes your tour de force. 
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LOOKING 
GOOD! 


It's important to look ¥ 

and feel your best at what- 

ever you do. : : 
FULL HOUSE Casual Riding Suits are designed for the rider 
who appreciates functional styling and durable good looks. 

The western style jacket and slacks are made from brushed, 
pre-washed denim that is treated with a polyurethane coating to 
make them completely wind resistant. 

The collars are tacked down so they won't flap in your face and 
the seams double stitched for added strength and wind resistance. 
So for that Sunday drive, you'll be looking good and feeling 
good — at a price that won'tput you down. The jacket is $42.95 
and slacks are only $29.95. Looking Good. 
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Like these? Wait ‘til you see our new catalog! 


Its page after page of Bates originals. Leathers that make you look BATES INDUSTRIES, INC. 


and feel great—while you're riding and after you arrive. And $2 gets 

it all...the latest look in cycling Leathers plus swatches of all the Bates 

tantalizing colors. These are Leathers you'll be proud to be seen in. 

Write for the whole story and find something you'd like to slip into. 

We'll also include our two latest catalogs on Custom Leathers and DP SP ES 

Accessories! The entire package for just $2.00. Write today. the “quality people" 
CIRCLE NO. 32 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


P.O. Box 240-CM 
Long Beach, 
California 90801 
(213) 435-6551 














Each garment 1s: 


E ngineered for one specific function, cye cl 
"There are fine details you won't find in * 


other brands. a 
And when something i is thought through 

the way this is, it can’t help but be beautiful. 
What does it add up to? 

The same things you look for in our machines. 
Power. 
Performance. 





Leather Forever 


Leather is the basic stuff. 
What white is to tennis, leather is to 
biking. No matter what great synthetics 
are being made, and there are many, 
leather will endure. 

Nothing else combines so many of 
the essentials and esthetics. 

It's one of the best protections against 
wind and spills. 

It keeps off rain, even in a downpour, 
until you can jump into a rainsuit. If 
you're stuck without protection or shelter, 


leather takes at least two or three hours to wet through. 


Leather lets air circulate, so neither 
you nor your clothes will get raunchy. 

It wears and weathers like a best friend. 

Nothing else has its animal appeal. 
Nothing else is as natural. 

Avoid cheap leathers. They re none of 
the above. Only quality delivers. 

Look for a reputable manufacturer. Only 
an expert knows how to judge skins, then cut 
and sew them correctly. 

Look for garments that have been designed 
just for cycling. A flight jacket, for example, 

: doesn't really have the length you need leaning into 
the road. 

Look for an action back. You need just 
enough action to put you into driving position, 
no more. 

You need just enough fullness to let you 
wear a warm, not bulky, sweater underneath. 

You need a tighter fit than you would in 
a windbreaker, somewhat longer, 
narrower sleeves, a snug neck and hip line. 

Avoid patchwork styling or anything with 
too many seams, or unmatched pieces under the 
arms and on the sides and pockets. It indicates 
different pieces of unmatched and questionable 
quality leather have been sewn together. 

And don’t ever let anyone tell you leather 
is the only thing you'll ever need. It isn't, 
and you'll just be disappointed. 

Shop around. There are plenty of styles 
that do a lot more than suit your style. 

They bring it out. 
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TOURING 
BOOT. . 
You'll wear it: 

everywhere. 


The Full Bore Touring Boot has been 
developed for road riding yetis stylish and 


comfortable enough © work in all gay ong 


shop. 
Quality Features incide: 


* Supple, High quality: leather 


* Built-up heel 
* Arch support - 
* Corrugated/non-slip sole 


foot peg 


* anti-slip/anti-vibration ribs where 
the boot makes contact with the 


_at the office or 


pos ‘See your Full Boré dealer today 
"for the finest in motorcycle 
touring poe. 


Distributed exclusively by Yankee 
Accessory Corporation, ‘P.O. "Box 36, < PN, 
Schenectady, New York 12301. E 
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Sunlight, Zero Degrees and You 


There is one piece of equipment on full zippers that can be opened for ventilation 
which you should never ever compromise. when necessary, and buckle straps that will 
Your sunglasses. hold the boot on when it’s unzipped. Thick 
Because you never ever want to look foam padding around the ankle and inner leg 
through anything that distorts your vision. protects you against engine heat, injury and cold. 
Your life depends on how well you react, Soles should be non-slip, and anti-vibration 
and that depends on how well you see. ribs will make long days on your bike more 
Plus: distortion brings on fatigue comfortable. 
throughout the body. Hands are more dificult to care for, 
Whether you prefer glass or plastic . because the variables are so individual. Your 
lenses, Polaroids, mirrors or photograys, grip, size and sensitivity determine your choice. 
choose only optical quality, preferably with Generally, be prepared with light, medium and 
metal or nylon frames, which bend rather heavy gauntlet gloves, as well as mitts for 
than break. the rain. For super-cold riding, try snowmobile 
Your face shield 1s just as important. mittens that have two finger styling so you 
Scratches catch and distort sunlight, reflecting can brake and clutch safely. Avoid inner seams 
it into your eyes and inducing blurring. that may rub or tear your skin under stress; 
You must replace your face shield thick outer seams and excess leather across the 
frequently, before you begin to feel visual palm. 
discomfort. Bring extras along when you 
are on the road. 
At one time there was very little special 
footwear for touring. Today, in a well-stocked 
shop, you can find touring boots that 
give you safety and comfort, yet are good looking 
enough to wear to a good restaurant. Look for 


Because z GWE CE Zo. 


.. PROFILE II luggage rack was designed. 

Because the touring motorcyclist takes as much pride in the fine good 
looks of his machine as he does in its consistent high performance, 
we at CIRCLE INDUSTRIES have brought together the finest materials 
— steel, chrome, teak—and tailored each PROFILE II to 

complement one special model of motorcycle. . .yours. 

uncommon quality at a reasonable price PROFILE II rack $32.95 

back rest $23.95 
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In Pursuit of The Suit 


Is there one perfect touring suit that off the bottom half, until it gets cold and 
gives total comfort and protection in all extremes you wish you had extra protection 
of heat; cold and wet? around your waist and kidneys, until you 

No. wish you didn’t have to climb in and out 

But there are many well-designed suits that of your suit so many times a day. Look 
excel in different ways and perform almost to for lots of pockets — bellows type is best, 
perfection when used as part of the layering concept. and touring jackets that have a big 

Layers of clothing make sense for touring pouch across the back are super practical. 
because they actually reduce bulk while giving you The sleeves and back of a touring jacket 
total protection. You can add or subtract as you should be longer than normal to accomodate 
change altitude and climate. you in a riding position. 

We've developed the following checklist as WATER-REPELLENCY, WATER-PROOFING. 
a guide to The Suit. And we offer it with a These terms are not interchangeable. Repellency 
reminder to do what every consumer today must do keeps the water off, for a while. 
to maintain standards and get full value: Ask A touring suit should be 
questions, read labels, look for guarantees, water-repellent, not water-proof. A truly 
assume nothing. Happy Touring! water-proof suit is uncomfortable to 

Part of the insulation principle is ; travel in for any length of time because it 
to keep body heat in, cold air out. Straps doesn’t allow your body to breathe. 
that can be pulled snug at neck, wrists That brings us to the water-proof 
and ankles help this happen by creating rainsuit, a must for every touring rider. 
a wind seal around your body. It's a far cry from the sticky rubber garments 
VENTILATION. Without it, you get that of yesterday. Thanks to modern technology, 
horrible clammy feeling that makes you colder the ideal rainsuit now has a heavy-duty 
when it's cold, hotter when it's hot. polyurethane finish that totally resists penetration. 
Look for back flaps that can be resealed When you buy, look for heat-sealed seams 
when necessary, front zips that open from _ that prevent leakage whatever the force of wind 
top or bottom, two-way leg zips, flare and storm, and for real comfort, ventilation 
bottoms that open to ventilate, close to insulate. eyelets under the arms. 
STYLE, FIT. One or two piece? It’s a matter. For further protection, waterproof nylon or * 
of taste. A well-fitted one-piecer is great rubber over boots that are lightweight, easy-to-store 
until it gets warm and you wish you could take and to pull-on. Water-proof nylon mitts 

(or in an emergency, plain old plastic bags) 
will give you hands-down comfort when 


Forget your troubles. BS dine onthe fan. 
‘Go touring in style. LM "ét tee; COLOR FOR SAFETY. Personal preferences 

| OE, id Be ee, aside, bright yellow, orange or red 

| Suzuki Style. 7 DEN ros 73 B have the highest visibility on the road, 

| rs e M give you the most safety. If you really 

| e SURREY must have a dark color, make zebra stripes 

| : ; yourself with reflective tape. Good 
touring suits will have this tape somewhere 
in their design. 
PROTECTION. Leather is still among the 
best for reliable protection in a spill, 
but synthetics are improving every day, and 
now there is a nylon that's so strong it has 
been approved for racing. Both elbow and knee 
padding are important protectants against 
abrasion. In addition, knee padding protects 
a particularly cold-sensitive, exposed part 
of your body against chilling. 
INSULATION. Know what your basic garment 
provides, then work inward, outward or 
both. Leathers are great against the wind, 
need extra layering to face the cold. 
For super-cold-weather riding, down-filled 
sweaters, electric vests and socks, 
thermal underwear. 


Dress yourself in Suzuki Style Suzuki Style touring package 
riding gear. Dress your bike with a includes frame-mounted fairing, 
| Suzuki: Style full-dress fairing. You'll . windscreen, saddlebags, travel 


stay warm. But you'll still look cool. trunk and luggage rack. 
L a (Advertisement) 
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 Suitof 
armor. 


Hondaline™ riding gear is so comfortable 
you might not believe how strong it 
really is until you put it to the test. You 
see, its designed by riders, for riders. 
Its non-restrictive and protected in all 
the right places, long-lasting and good- 
looking. As for wearing it, its a natural. 
That’s why more and more riders are 
putting on Hondaline these days. Suit 
up, at your Honda dealer's. 

Team Honda Helmets. Wear the 
winning colors, and get protection, too. 
Multi-layer fiberglass shell. Lightweight 
polystyrene liner with comfortable 
trylon covering. Sizes available in both 
open-face and full-coverage styles. 
Meet all applicable Snell and DOT 
requirements, of course. 

Goggles. Designed for comfort and 
protection. Flexible goggles frames to 
aid face contact and retention. Foam- 
filtered vents. Available in adult, youth 
and over-the-glasses styles. Many 
replacement and optional lens styles 

to choose from, including convenient 
tear-offs for competition. 

MX Leathers. New Hondaline 
leathers feature famous Team Honda 
styling. Nylon mesh lining, and Velcro® 
closures on zippered fly and calves 

for convenience. Expandable accordion 
crotch. Comfortable hidden hip pads, 
padded shins and removable knee cups 
provide added protection. Available in 
red with blue stripes, or blue with 

red stripes. 

MX Gloves. Supple cowhide means 
comfort and flexibility. The double- 
stitched fingers are pre-curved for a 
better fit. Fingers are also rubber- 
backed, and the elastic wristband helps 
keep out dirt. 

MX Boots. Durability and design 
features almost too numerous to 
mention. Notice, there are no buckles; 
instead, "press close" Velcro pads 
provide quick, secure, easily-adjustable 
upper boot closure. Innerlace system 
for firm fit and support. Convenient post 
fasteners for easy-on, easy-off lower . 
boot. Protective metal toe plate. One- 
piece reinforced instep sidewall for 
added comfort and protection. Available 
"Jin black enduro style or in either red 

or black MX styles. 


HONDALINE 


More riders are putting us on. 


See the Yellow Pages for the Honda dealer nearest you 
© 1976 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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€ Pneumatic tools are the kind of hard- 
ware found in serious workshops. Shade- 
tree mechanics who operate inside a 
jumbled ring of crescent wrenches, bro- 
ken screwdrivers and baler twine will have 
little interest in these expensive tools. But 
pneumatic units have a special utility for 
professional mechanics. And riders in- 
volved in competition, or those owned by 
a fleet of motorcycles, or others appalled 
by local dealer service—or big-buck put- 
terphiles—will find pneumatics very 
handy, and sometimes imperative. 
Pneumatic tools are time and energy 
savers. You can disassemble an engine in 
a hurry with a pneumatic wrench. Impor- 
tant nuts which earlier had been torqued 
down carefully can be buzzed out easily 
with a pneumatic tool. To illustrate: a huge 
36-mm nut on the left side of the Ducati 
750 crankshaft secures the primary drive 
gear. To remove the nut manually requires 
a hefty wrench and a special tool to hold 
the clutch drum which in turn prevents the 
primary gears from turning. A big pneu- 
matic impact tool demands little more 
than the proper socket. You just plug in 
the impact tool, place the socket on the 
tool, dial in maximum pressure, squeeze 


The three-pound 10-inch 501A reverses like a manual 
ratchet. Air line isn't included. Handle-note advises 
daily oiling; instructions suggest every 40 hours. 


the trigger, and off comes the nut. Since 
the impact of the tool is so quick and 
decisive relative to hand tools, the shaft 
will not rotate when the engine is on a 
compression stroke. 

If you're not careful, a pneumatic tool 
can create instant and enormous prob- 
lems which may take hours to rectify, and 
the sloppy mechanic will be reduced to a 
whimpering nebbish. Stripping case 
bolts—steel bolts threaded into soft alumi- 
num cases—is a classic tale of frustration 
and woe. Understandably many mechan- 
ics like the tools for disassembling en- 
gines. Pneumatics allow a mechanic to 
assemble an engine at a rapid rate, but he 
must have a keen feel for how tight he's 
getting nuts and threaded bolts. 

The Rodac 501A (%-inch drive) Power 
Ratchet is a relatively light, compact tool 
which can speed assembly and disassem- 
bly. The 501A ratchet would not be the 
first pneumatic tool a mechanic—or the 
comple at putterer—would buy because it 
isn’t an impact wrench. A genuine pneu- 
matic impact unit looks like a hand drill. 
(The Rodac 0656 and 0675 are examples 
of impact tools). They are powerful 
enough to break loose nuts that have 


RODAC SOIA 
PNEUMATIC 
RATCHET 


For some enthusiast-mechanics 
this $75 power ratchet will be 
a time-and-energy saver. But 

it's not a tool for everyone. 
By Phil Schilling 


Do OSSE EN qe 
Assuming that nuts or bolts have not been tightened 
beyond ratchet's power range, the wrench will loosen 
and remove the items. Hand throttle is squeezed down 
here for maximum effort from the air ratchet. 


* 
PHOTOGRAPHY: PAUL R. HALESWORTH 





been torqued down to 60 pounds feet or 
more, and their drive-heads (once the nut 
is loose) spin very quickly. 

By contrast the 501A ratchet hasn't the 
sheer power of heavy-duty impact 
wrenches. Tests at Cycle determined that 
the 501A delivers about 25 pounds feet at 
the ratchet shank before the air motor 
stalls out. And the 501 is no speed demon; 
the shank unit is literally ratcheted around 
by an oscillating yoke; consequently the 
wrench won't withdraw a case bolt sig- 
nificantly faster than a good mechanic 
with a speed handle. It's just as well that 
the 501A isn't a high-torque tool because 
it could wrest itself out of the user's hand 
when locked down on an immobile nut. 

The 501A is about 10 inches in length 
and weighs three pounds, so its size 
makes one-hand operation possible. Most 
impact wrenches are heavy and bulky 
enough to require two hands. The power 
ratchet, though not as small and compact 
as a hand ratchet, can reach nuts and 
bolts in areas inaccessible to large impact 
wrenches or even air wrenches with 90- 
degree angle head attachments. 

The throttle lever on the ratchet con- 

(Continued on page 115) 


Ratchet can reach places inaccessible to air impact 
tools. (Below) Steel screws, aluminum threads and air 
tool are ingredients for potential strip-job. 
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Meet the all-new Li Hustler Deluxe. It's 


the newest, roomiest and most comfortable small 
pickup around. 


TREMENDOUS INSIDE STORAGE SPACE. Up to 
11.3 cu. ft. of it, to be exact. Use it to stash . 
groceries, golf clubs or a toolbox full of monkey 
wrenches. 


D’S FIRST BIG CAB 
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me eS! 
IN SMALL PICKUPS. 
GARGANTUAN LEGROOM. And something no 
other pickup in the world has: fully reclining 
bucket seats. 

COLOSSAL HALF-TON LOAD BED. You can 
keep on trucking and still have your comfort 

up front. 

VERY CIVILIZED COMFORT. With no cost 
extras like full carpeting, console, 

package tray and on and on. If you want even more 
creature comforts, air conditioning and an 
automatic transmission are available.See the new © 


KING CAP", along with our other two fine 
pickups, Li Hustler 


Standard and 7ft. Stretch. 
Now showing at your Dat un 


Datsun Dealer. 








Eagle H/P. 
High Performance. 


More than a match for big bike 
hp, it's miles of high-speed stability, 
lean-into-it cornering, and a smooth 
street ride. It's a winner, too! 

In 1974 and again in 1975, Yvon 
Duhamel's Z-1 Kawasaki won the 


open production class race at 
Laguna Seca on the Eagle H/P— 
even beating bikes that ran on 
racing tires. 

Although the Eagle H/P is 
street legal, it has a lot of built-in 
race tire engineering: Low-profile 
design, for stability « Tough nylon 
cord construction, for durability 
e A low cord angle, for quick 


steering response « Computer 
designed tread pattern, for 
traction e Centerline groove, to 
resist high-speed heat buildup 

e Parabolic tread contour, for a 
larger cornering footprint « A 
staged tread depth that tapers from 
centerline to shoulder, to provide 
both long mileage and cornering 
stability « And a racing-tire- 





developed compound. 

There’s even a tubeless H/P for 
serious riders on bikes with cast 
wheels. In 85-profile, available 
in 18- and 19-inch rim sizes, 
in raised white lettering or 
blackwall. Goodyear Eagle 
H/P. It delivers on the street 
the way it wins on the track. 

Fly it. 


. G00Df YEAR. 
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tandard. F, Weirumenthhon lbs fer. m ter 4 Standard. Smooth-shifting six-speed constant-mesh 
to 
rÉ operation. 


' odonieter, resettable t ipmeter; eter, p transmission. Sixth gear provides economical highway 
Might$ i high beam; pe an apuro. 


nd amber wry i i pe 


Standard. Electric starter complete w hi i Standard. Fu is lighting includes automatic- on hi EHE 


starting only in neutral or with clu ; frontrunning l 


EEA Jmm overhead cam, four-stroke, twin-cylinder Standard. Badráulic fron jise it incorporates its own 
engine. Good: looking balanced dual muffler exhaust system. “fender” to help'keep ‘you drier düring.wet riding conditions. 





Ask your Honda dealer about one 
of the best features on the CB-360T. 
His low price. 


The famous Honda 
CB-360T is not your stand- 
ard el strippo motorcycle. 
Important standard equip- 
ment like front disc brake 
and electric starter makes 
the bike one of the best 
buys in the mid-size field. 
In fact, the Honda 360’s 
are America's best-selling 
mid-range road bikes. 


But now we're clearing 
the decks for the '77 
models, so your dealer's 
in an especially good deal- 
ing mood. He'll give you 
a great price on this year's 
CB-360T's. And an incred- SeS 
ible deal on remaining 75's. EE ZS 


The Honda CB-360T is a strong, very roadele e It’s ae 
by our time-tested and proven 356cc overhead cam, four-stroke, twin- 
cylinder engine. A precise blend of reliability and performance. The 180° 
crankshaft reduces vibration. Constant-velocity 30mm carburetors respond 
instantly to your throttle message. This is a serious and beautiful bike for 
the rider who won't stand for second best. 

To top it off, the bike is literally loaded. In addition to those standard 
features shown on the left, you'll find engineering and comfort touches 
everywhere. A deeply padded seat. Wide chrome-plated fenders, front 
and rear. Twin locking helmet holders. 

Get on down to your Honda motorcycle dealer’s. Check out all the 
great standard features on the CB-360T. And then check out the price. 





m 
Always wear a helmet and eye protection, keep lights oi ang check local laws before ridin, dee fer fre American F t Fe 
Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. XX, Box 50, Gardena, Califor ja 90247. See Yellow Pag: Ss tar st de: Saec Po Tere Anm Irs E or oo reason. 


CIRCLE NO. 64 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 














And Harley-Davidson didn't, 
showing up with new tires, 

new wheels, new engine pieces 
and plenty of rider talent, 

and going home with most of 
the money and Yamaha's 

head on a spike. 


By Cook Neilson 


PHOTOGRAPHY: FREUD, DALE BOLLER, COOK NEILSON 
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€ The May San Jose Mile is the best 
motorcycle race in the United States: 
multi-level, fresh and first-class. Nobody 
fakes it at San Jose. To win there the bike 
has to be better than it ever has before, 
the rider has to be smarter and more 
aggressive and the tuner has to use every 
particle of his experience and make noth- 
ing but perfect decisions. Babe Demay 
had Rex Beauchamp's XR-750 Harley- 
Davidson at full-oink and anticipated per- 
fectly the way the track would change; 
and Beauchamp, coming off a pair of 
broken collarbones, absorbed the one 
tiny flaw in his afternoon's ride and whis- 
tled home a winner, barely 3 bike-lengths 
in front of teammate Jay Springsteen, for 
his second consecutive San Jose Na- 
tional Mile victory. 

There is a certain tough preciseness in 
the way the American Motorcycle Asso- 
ciation presents the dirt-track Nationals 
which is lacking in their road racing efforts 
and which contributes immeasureably to 
San Jose's taut focus. There's meander- 
ing in the pits, tech inspection and track 
grooming. Then there's practice. Then 
more grooming, and tires in the entrances 


It was like this for most of the 
race—until Springsteen's mag got 
loose and Beauchamp powered past. 


The new Goodyears, tested first by Ken Roberts 
(left), lasted, stuck and squealed in the corners. 

But this Yamaha, with new head, crank and cases 
(below), was doomed before the green light flashed. 





to the two corners to widen the groove. 
Then time trials, heat races, a Semi and a 
Trophy Dash. Then the riders are intro- 
duced to the crowd, they are arranged on 
the starting grid and the Main goes off. 
Afterwards the winners are interviewed 
and everybody goes home. Nothing drags 
on at the AMA dirt-track National; nothing 
is beside the point and there are no sec- 
ond chances, no reprieves. The day's 
tapestry is not, on its surface, an intricate 
one, and the day's modulations never 
move far from the central reason for being 
there. Daytona is a lot of racing and a lot of 
socializing; San Jose is racing, period. 

In keeping with the spare profile of the 
event there are no gentleman racers 
hanging around the Mile, no namby- 
pamby dilettantes talking racer-talk and 
posing in racer-poses. Either you can 
handle the Mile or you can't, and no 
amount of artifice can move the latter 
circumstance closer to the former. The 
field is composed of hardened old tough- 
ies like Mert Lawwill, Dave Aldana and 
Gene Rowero, hardened young toughies 
like Greg Sassaman, Ken Roberts, Gary 
Scott and Corky Keener, and rock-ribbed 
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Become A 


MOTORCYCLE 
MECHANIC 


(Approved for Veterans Training) 


Trained Mechanics Needed by 
Major Dealerships 
Professional Training On All Major Cycles 


e Carburetion e Electrics e Transmissions 
e Engines (2-Strokes—4-Strokes—Rotary) 


= ... FEATURES 
e Approved for V.A. Training 
e Licensed by State Departments of Education 
e Federally Insured Student Loans 


(Train Now, Pay Mo. Payments After Graduation) 


GRADUATES PRESENTLY 
WORKING AS MECHANICS 
SHOP OWNERS — DEALERS 


For Free Color Catalog and Enrollment Information 


Call 1-800-821-2260 :: 
Mo. Residents Call Collect (816) 421-3901 


——————— mmm Clip and Mail Today es ex exem ex m e ex em em 
STANDARD TECHNICAL INSTITUTE 
2628 McGee Trafficway Kansas City, Mo. 64108 
Department swA86 
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Someone’s 
Finally 


Done it 
THE 


AUTOMATIC 
TURNSIGNAL 
KIT 


*« Button re-centers automatically upon upshift 
yx 4-way hazard flasher for emergencies 


* Satisfaction unconditionally guaranteed 

for one year. 

Everyone's talking about Signal Sentry. The 
only system adding convenience and improving 
safety for motorcyclists because it works just like 
an automobile turnsignal. No special skills or tools 
are needed to install this kit. Its’ unique design 
fits most bikes equipped with manual stock turn- 


Signals. (12-volts only). 
Factory Direct $2995 






Now available for Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki, 
Suzuki, Triumph, Norton, and others 
Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited 
Signal Sentry INDUSTRIES INC. 
P.0. Box 544-D, Wheeling, Ill. 60090 (312) 438-5183 


| ORDER NOW! 
j Enclosed is my () Check ( ) Mondy order for 














l 

l 
I$. .  . Ill. residents add 5% sales tax. ! 
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[ l 
| Address l 
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| Zip Make of Bike | 
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comers like Alex Jorgenson and Tom 
Berry. 

In recent years there has been one 
motorcycle for the Mile: the Harley-David- 
son XR-750 V-twin, the good ones pound- 
ing out close to 85 bhp at the rear wheel, 
mufflers and all. The best of the good 
ones belong to Sassaman, Beauchamp, 
Springsteen and Keener, all HD factory 
riders, and the best of the best to Beau- 
champ and Springsteen. Rex's bike was 
assembled by Babe Demay and Jay's by 
Bill Werner (formerly Gary Scott's tuner), 
and like maybe a dozen-and-a-half others 
these two rolled on brand new Goodyear 
dirt-track tires. The 1637 rears and the 
1636 fronts (there were 22 sets, no more, 
available at San Jose) were high-profile 
19-inchers, and the HD team bikes had 
them mounted on some very special WM- 
3 and WM-5 mag wheels. The tires were 
necessary for longevity reasons, and 
Goodyear solved rear tire wear with at 
least one of the solutions used to contain 
the rubber-shredding tendencies of the 
750cc two-stroke road racers: width. The 
1637 is a truly wide tire—and cut in a 
pattern similar to that provided by Goodie 
to last year's wet-weather Match Race 
team. Beyond making it in more or less 
satisfactory condition to the end of the 
race, the new Goodyears added a sound 
to Mile racing heretofore unheard: tires 
howling and chirping against the almost- 
macadam surface of the track as the fast 
guys slammed into the corners. 

Harley-Davidson had power to match 
the new tires. The new-generation XR- 
750s have slightly tapered exhaust ports 
which cool well enough to permit HD 
engineers the luxury of 10.8-1 compres- 
sion (up from last year’s 10.0-1). The 
carburetors used at San Jose measured 
38mm (36s last year), and pushrods are 
slightly stiffer and heavier. What power 
loss there may be below 8000 rpm be- 
cause of mufflers was compensated by a 
few more ponies above 8000. The V-twin's 
ability to get its power to the ground, as 
always, remained. 

In the Yamaha camp, specifically the 
Roberts camp, things were better than 
they were last year, but not, at San Jose, 
better enough. Tim Witham, who does 
R&D for Yamaha's dirt-track racing pro- 
gram, felt that there was sufficient power 
in the 750 vertical twin, but said that they 
hadn't had enough time to milk it out. 
Cylinder heads came from Japan last win- 
ter in blank form; Witham and flow-expert 
Jerry Branch contoured their own ports, 
shaped their own combustion chambers, 
sized their own valves, selected their own 
valve angles and experimented with their 
own ideas about cam timing. To stiffen the 
crankcases reinforcing ribs have been 
welded in, and to increase crankshaft 
durability the domestic crank has been 
swapped for the European version, which 
has 3mm larger crankpins. 

Other than the Team Yamahas (ridden 
by Roberts and his protégé, Skip Aksland) 
and Shell Thuett's bike (ridden by Hank 


Scott), there were no other non-Harleys of 
significance—except one: Ron Wood's 
750 Norton, a splendid, long-tooth cam- 
paigner that seems to get better every 
year. Ron had two Nortons at San Jose: 
his old reliable single-pipe chassis model 
and a new multi-member chassis Norton 
that was close to 40 Ibs. lighter. Ron owns 
and runs the Wood Lighting Company in 
Ervine, California, and has developed his 
dirt-trackers in conjunction with C.R. Ax- 
tell, one of the regnant genuises of the 
American racing scene. The new light- 
weight chassis, as it turned out, needed a 
bit more work. Its geometry was fine, but it 
developed a hairline crack near one of the 
motor mounts during practice and was 
parked in favor of last year's bike. Unhap- 
pily the good engine, the "fresh" one, was 
in the newer frame; Wood could do noth- 
ing about that except cross his fingers 
and hope that the 77-bhp. veteran twin 
had one more race in it. 

The Roberts/Yamaha effort looked 
solid after practice, but it started to fuzz 
around the edges in qualifying and the 
heats. Ken had turned in times in the 38- 
second bracket in practice; he qualified at 
39.65, the developing surface of the track 
having much to do with the time loss. Greg 
Sassaman, who had won the May San 
Jose Mile in 1975, was the only qualifier in 
the 38s, with a 38.87. Behind him were 
Rex Beauchamp, 39.35; Dave Aldana, 
39.48; Paul Bostrom, 39.49; Gene 
Romero, 39.51; Jay Springsteen, 39.56; 
Alex Jorgenson, 39.63; Mike Kidd, 39.65; 
Roberts; and Corky Kenner, 39.67. Other 
than the Jorgenson/Wood Norton, every- 
body who qualified in the top ten was 
riding a Thunder-Glide. 

Including Gary Scott, current, and trou- 
bled, National No. 1. For his own reasons 
Scott elected to sever his working rela- 
tionship with the HD factory after the 1975 
season, and like Daytona, Houston and 
Dallas, Gary was aboard his own privately- 
sponsored bike; unlike his efforts at earlier 
races, Gary was doing just fine at San 
Jose, thank you very much, and would do 
even better after the racing was finished. 

Ten-lap heat races produced 16 of the 
Main's contenders. Greg Sassaman won 
the first one on a slow track, ahead of 
Romero, G. Scott and Rick Hocking. Rex 
Beauchamp won the second with Keener, 
Springsteen and Roberts behind him. Al- 
dana, Jorgenson, Tom Berry and Steve 
Eklund transferred from the third heat and 
Mike Kidd, Randy Cleek, Eddie Wirth and 
Bubba Rush did likewise from the fourth. 
Hank Scott and Mike Collins got into the 
National from the first Semi, and Steve 
Droste and Paul Bostrom finished 1-2 in 
the second. The field was set, and by the 
end of the Trophy Race (for non- 
qualifiers; Chuck Palmgren won in record 
Trophy time) most of the bikes were ready 
to go. 

But there was desperation in the 
Roberts/Carruthers/Witham pit. What- 
ever combination Ken had in practice had 

(Continued on page 120) 
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Motocross Jerseys - 100% Nylon 


All in team colors, printed with cycle name on chest and arms. 


\ 


Adult Sizes $8.99 BOYS’ SIZES CHEST PROTECTORS 


S-M-L-XL SHORT ago NT Cycle brand name, bright team colors 

No. 101 Yamaha 224 Bultaco DESIGNS ON FRO No. 110 Honda 114 Can-Am 
102 Suzuki 225 Husqvarna SIZES: $8 99 lll Kawasaki 115 Husqvarna 
103 Honda 226 CZ S (6-8) x 112 Suzuki 116 CZ 
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Chrome Plated 















M/X Gloves 
PR. 
$4.99 $455 
With rubber protective 
strips. Black only. 
S-M-L- XL 
No. 120 MX Gloves 


No. Q-1 SUZUKI 
Red, Yellow, Black 
No. Q-3 YAMAHA 
Yellow, Black, Red 
No. Q-4 HONDA 
Red, White, Blue 
No. Q-5 KAWASAKI 
Red, White, Black 
Kile. 22-24-26-28 No. 0-9 No Letter Cy Cle Intercom l 
Adult 28 thru 40 Red, White. Blue Chat with your fellow rider easily. safely. 
without shouting or taking your eyes off the 
road. Sound - powered. No batteries. 

Reliable - Comfortable - Safe 

Total Weight 3 Oz. 


$8.99 INTERCOM 
Switch 





OURY GRIPS 


The grip of the pros! 
Non-slip rubber. Black 


or yellow. 
No. 1141 Yell 
$3.49 ^ T2 Black 
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BA J Plate 941 Kawasaki | 
“Se 942 Suzuki — || 
$T : | 15 Cross Bar Pads $2.99 943 Yamaha [5 207 | T-21 
ie E “ASSORTED Vinyl-papped, with cycle brand z 
Bids 5 name in team colors .A real M/X Socks Color-Trim Neck and Sleeve 
CYCLE DECALS SUE n Laceessory: Imprinted in t I Dozens of Other Great Designs in Our New 
$1.99 Postave No. 998 9 No. TA Honga ai sie nte ano ‘am colors. One Catalog — Sent Free with Any Order 
S z . . wa 1 a 4 . 
= Paid DECALS tacy No 1153 Suzuki No. HONDA MENS' SIZES 29 With Design 
No. 1154 Yamaha $2.99 SM S-M-L-XL on Front 
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€ Yamaha’s new YZ125-based GP 
motocrosser wasn't created just to con- 
fuse people, but it does have that effect. 
You don't need the sharpest of eyes to 
spot the tiny radiator lurking behind the 
bike's wire-mesh front number plate, 
which immediately leads to the thought 
that the engine must be water-cooled. But 
the cylinder doesn't have the smooth- 
walled appearance we've come to expect 
on Yamaha's racing water-pumpers: it's 
deeply finned, and so's the cylinder head. 
The confusion worsens when you see 
hoses attached to that apparently air- 
cooled head, and becomes terminal when 
you notice that those hoses are clamped 
to fittings welded on the frame. 

So what are you supposed to conclude 
from this curious picture? That the 
Yamaha has a water-cooled number 
plate? That it has a water-cooled frame? 
Slightly more logical guesses we've heard 
were that only the cylinder, or head, con- 
tained water passages and both were 
finned only to keep the engine from look- 
ing funny. And a contemporary journal 
stated, soberly, that not only is the 
Yamaha MxXer an air-/water-cooled 
hybrid, it's one with an air-cooled top end 
and water-cooled crankcases. 

All the above guesses—most especially 
the last—were wrong. This latest 125cc 
motocross rocket, which carries the 
Yamaha Racing Department designation 
"OW-27," has the same kind of complete, 
cylinder and head water-jacketing we’ve 
seen in the TZ-series road racing engines. 
Coolant moves from a gear-driven pump 
to an entry on the back of the cylinder 
head, where it is directed down into the 
block before flowing back up to exit from 
the front of the head. No special effort has 
been made to provide positive circulation 
in the cylinder jacket’s deepest recesses; 
as in the road racing engines, water is 
introduced into the block, allowed to es- 
cape from it, and convection currents 
(hottest water rising; coolest sinking) take 
care of the rest. 

Where the OW-27 is tricky, and confus- 
ing, is in the plumbing system used to get 
water in and out of the radiator—some 
details of which are hardly to be believed. 
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You aren't going to believe this, but water comes out of the steering stem. 


After exiting the engine, the water travels 
through a hose, and disappears into a 
stub welded high on the frame steering 
head, which carries sealed fork pivot 
bearings and a seal that divides the space 
around the steering stem into two com- 
partments. Water flows into the upper 
compartment, then into the stem itself, 
and out an elbow set in the top of the 
stem, where a short hose takes it to the 
radiator top-tank. Flow from the radiator 
leads into machined passages through 
the lower fork bridge, the base of the 
steering stem, and out into the bottom of 
the steering head—where it is returned to 
the pump and engine by a long hose. 

Considering the difficulties and ex- 
pense involved in making a compart- 
mented steering stem, sealing bearings 
against water contamination, etc., it may 
seem odd that Yamaha did not decide in 
favor of ordinary flex hoses and/or a 
frame-mounted radiator. The flex-hose 
approach was ruled out because moto- 
cross is a violently active sport, involving 
equally violent steering inputs, and the 
tugging resistance of hoses moving with 
the handlebar promised trouble. Frame 
mounting? Where? There is hardly a 
cranny anywhere within the frame perime- 
ter that isn't pretty well filled with expan- 
sion chamber, Monoshock strut, engine 
or air box. And the radiator obviously had 
to be placed across the airstream. The 
only available space meeting the require- 
ments was right behind the number plate, 
high on the fork, and that's where they put 
the radiator. 

Now then, about those cooling fins on 
the OW-27 engine's top end: they aren't 
merely decoration, or there merely to pro- 
mote confusion; they're functional, and on 
two levels. First, the finned water-jacket 
walls serve as an auxilliary radiator, mak- 
ing it possible to use a smaller main 
radiator than would otherwise be re- 
quired. Second, they provide the engine 
with a kind of back-up cooling system, 
which automatically takes over even if all 
the primary system's water is lost. Alumi- 
num is such an excellent conductor of 
heat that the fins, though only indirectly 
connected with the cylinder walls, can 
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This special side cover houses a clutch, and a TZ-type centrifugal water pump. 


Yamaha moves us closer 
to the day when the only 
difference between road 
racing motorcycles and 
motocrossers will be the 
kind of tires they wear. 


PHOTOGRAPHY: BILL CLARK, SUSIE MANN 












d 


The Monoshock strut works at lower-than-stock 
pressures, and has thermostatic valving. 





Your entire motorcycle probably costs less than the 
OW-27's fork slider, a part machined from bar-stock. 





UP S. / 





next time... 
could this 
be you? 





MAKING LIFE EASIER 
FOR THE MOTORCYCLIST! 


The National Motorcycle Club was 
formed to help the cyclists get a fair 
shake by providing the privileges 
automobile owners have enjoyed for 
years. NMC aims at providing the 
services you want and need to make 
it safer, easier, and more convenient 
to own and operate your motorcycle. 


SERVICES WE OFFER ARE: 
FREE TOWING SERVICE 


FIRE/THEFT/COLLISION 
INSURANCE 


FREE ROUTING SERVICE 


MOTEL/HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS 
DIRECTORY 


RELIABLE DEALER SERVICE 
NEWSLETTER AND SURVEY 


The National Motorcycle Club is the 
kind of motorcycling club you've 
wanted and needed. Nationwide, 
Comprehensive in Services, Author- 
ized Dealerships, Image Building. 
Membership is just $20.00. 


ENENN National 
IN\\\wa Motorcycle 


"mw Club 






P.O. BOX 16063, 
DENVER, COLO. 
80216 


THE NMC IDEA SOUNDS GREAT! 
Rush your NMC literature to me right away! 


O Enclosed please find my check or 
money order for $20.00 























NAME 





ADDRESS 





CITY STATE ZIP 
82 





All the finning makes the head look air-cooled, until 
you notice the fittings for the water hoses. 





A widened spacing between cylinder studs makes 
room for a big reed block and exhaust port. 


perform an at least marginally-effective 
cooling job. The OW-27’s fins aren’t as 
deep as those on the air-cooled YZ125, 
and the cylinder/fin heat path obviously is 
longer, but they’ve demonstrated an abil- 
ity to carry the entire cooiting load in a 
pinch. One of the OW-27s Yamaha cam- 
paigned last year in Japan did lose all its 
water during a long moto, and finished in 
reasonably good health on air alone. 

At this stage in the two-stroke engine’s 
development, nobody should be surprised 
that Yamaha is trying water-cooling in 
motocross. All other things being equal, 
cooling doesn’t do much to change en- 
gines’ cold-flash horsepower. But after 10 
minutes of hard running a water-cooled 
engine’s output will have stabilized at a 
point only about seven-percent below its 
best flash-reading performance, while an 
air-cooled counterpart can be expected to 
sag at least 15-percent. Also, higher com- 
pression ratios usually can be employed 
when water cooling is provided, and there 
generally are other benefits in terms of 
reduced troubles with ring sticking, etc. 
Water-cooling’s disadvantages are in 
complexity and weight, neither of which 
overshadow the benefits. Yamaha ob- 
viously is capable of creating the hard- 
ware; the road racing community has 
shown that privateers can cope with 
water-cooling’s service problems; and the 





WATERCOOLED 
MOTOGROSSER 





The cylinder head's water passages may be unfamiliar 
but the combustion chamber is entirely conventional. 





There's only aluminum in the cylinder casting, with a 
hard-chrome-plated surface inside the bore itself. 


OW-27—which weighs only 190 pounds 
sans fuel but with transmission oil and 
water—proves that any weight penalty 
need not be large. A box-stock air-cooled 
YZ125 is almost 10 pounds heavier than 
the OW-27. 

The Americans charged with preparing 
Yamaha's OW-27s for competition in this 
country show their high regard for the 
bike's potential by refusing to discuss it 
except in terms too broad to aid the 
enemy. They'll talk about the cooling sys- 
tem and various other things the inquiring 
reporter can figure out for himself, and tell 
you—exactly as though they believed it 
themselves—that the OW-27 engine 
makes 27 bhp at 11,000 rpm. (We'd place 
the output nearer 23 bhp, which still is 
astonishing.) What they wouldn't talk 
about, or let us measure, were things like 
cylinder port dimensions. We were al- 
lowed to photograph the interior engine 
hardware; they just didn't want us poking 
around inside the cylinder with any instru- 
ment more precise than a finger. 

A point worth knowing is that the OW- 
27 cylinder won't fit on a stock YZ125 
crankcase: the stud spacing is different. 

(Continued on page 108) 
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€ Accessories for mid-sized street bikes 
abound. Quick trips through parts stores 
and motorcycle dealerships provide am- 
ple evidence of that fact. And leisurely 
excursions through distributors' cata- 
logues will turn up all sorts of bolt-on, 
stick-on or hang-on accessories for the 
middleweights. But tape decks, matched 
luggage, luxurious fiberglass, and loud 
pipes don't concern us here. In choosing 
the following items, the object was to 
select touring and general-purpose ac- 
cessories which were basic—and gen- 
uinely useful. 

Bear this important point in mind: 
although several of the middleweights are 
just as comfortable as some superbikes 
on a long trip, the smaller bikes aren't 
designed to carry the same loads. If you're 
taking a friend on a long tour, plan on 
staying in motels and doing laundry daily. 


Solo, you can make it for two or three days 
on what you can comfortably carry. In any 
case, don't try to take the kitchen sink; 
overloading the bike will cripple its perfor- 
mance and handling. And maybe you too. 
Your overall comfort will depend pri- 
marily on riding clothes. You should select 
medium-weight, water-repellant, wind- 
breaker-type outer garments with a light- 
weight lining. Two-piece suits are the 
most versatile. This clothing will work fine 
in temperatures from 60 to 100 degrees. In 
colder weather, the number of clothing 
layers, not the bulk of any one piece, is 
what counts. Sweaters, sweatshirts and 
thermal longjohns will keep you warmer 
than one deluxe, Siberian bearskin suit. 
A small windshield or fairing will do 
much to split the breeze and fend off the 
bugs. A luggage rack, maybe a backrest 
and small saddlebags, will make traveling 
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a little easier. Don’t try to make a $1500 
sporting bike look like a $5000 “King of 
the Road.” It won’t be worth the price. 

People buy a lot of consumables—tires, 
oil, chain, etc.—and seldom comparison- 
shop for them. Look around, you have a 
wide choice. Don't just shop price, look for 
value. Stick with top brands and carefully 
consider large economy sizes and deluxe 
models. They may cost more, but in the 
long run, they may also give more. 

Little things can mean a lot. Many items 
priced under $20 could give you greater 
satisfaction than one mega-buck expendi- 
ture for paint and chrome. Carefully pur- 
chased gloves, face shields, tools and 
bike-care products will be appreciated 
many times over. Bike appearance and 
performance are important too, but invest 
wisely: hard chrome won't keep you warm 
on a chilly evening. (Continued) 


For most buyers, a stock motorcycle is merely à starting point. 
Presented here are some ways to get it-and you- headed in 
the right direction, be it touring, sporting or foul-weather riding. 
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Circle’s Profle II Rack (1) combines 
graceful tubular side rails, rich teakwood 
facing on the cross bars, and a stylish, 
optional rider/passenger backrest. De- 
signed for all popular models of Honda, 
Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha, the rack is 
priced at $32.95. The adjustable backrest 
has a suggested list of $23.95. One dollar 
will bring you a catalog of accessories, 
sprockets and trick stuff for street and dirt 
bikes from Circle Industries, 19701 Arenth 
Ave., Industry, CA 91748. 

Belted tires have been mileage getters 
on cars for some time, and now Dunlop (2) 
has brought the belt to bikes. The K91 
series of Dunlop motorcycle tires was 
developed from their highly successful 
KR91 endurance racing tires. The K91 
series is available for medium- and big- 
displacement street bikes. The K91 rear 
tire is bias-plied and topped with an ara- 
mid belt to give high speed stability, extra 
strength and high mileage potential. The 
block-ribbed K91 front tire has bias ply 
construction. Both front and rear tires 
have compounds for long wear, and the 
treads are designed to give maximum 
water dispersion and wet grip. Available at 
dealers, the 410VB18 rear tire is priced at 
$47.19; the front 410V19 rib is $45.55. 

Got a hot-running Yamaha XS500C and 
you want to cool it out? An oil cooler from 
Yamaha Parts Distributors (3) can signifi- 
cantly lower the oil temperature inside the 
500 twin. The oil cooler shown here has a 
flow-control valve to assure that proper oil 
pressure is maintained within the engine 
at all times. Tested and approved by 
Yamaha for exclusive use on TX and 
XS500 models, the cooler costs about 
$50. Also seen here is a safety bar, an 
easily mounted, triple-plated tube struc- 
ture that can prevent a lot of damage for 
only $29.95. Other accessories for this 
and other Yamaha models include a teak- 
trimmed luggage rack at $34.95, and a 
matching zipper pouch backrest, $32.95. 
See them all at your Yamaha dealer. 

Swarms of summer bugs, the icy chill of 
autumn or the needle-sharp sting of rain: 
any one is reason enough for a Bates 
Plexiglas Shield (4). Made of 3/16-inch 
Plexiglas with fully rounded and hand- 
polished edges, the shields are furnished 
with beautifully simple, chrome plated 
mounting hardware. Bates Plexiglas 
Shields (in clear or green tint) are avail- 
able in the style shown here with or with- 
out the bottom notch, in a straight-sided 
model with notched bottom option, and in 
either 18 or 21-inch widths. The 18-inch 
shield is priced at $34.95, and the 21-inch 
is $37.95 complete. See your dealer or 
write Bates Industries, Dept. CP, P.O. Box 
2668, Long Beach, CA 90801. 
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You can fly your colors and flaunt your 
eagle with the Arthur Fulmer “Spirit of 76” 
Helmet (5). This limited edition of the 
Fulmer AF-40 helmet comes in black or 
white with red, white and blue Scotchlite 
reflective bicentennial decals. The 
helmets feature the name of your favorite 
bike so long as it’s Harley, Honda, Ka- 
wasaki, Suzuki or Yamaha. Otherwise ask 
for the Fulmer “American” which has no 
brand name. These fiberglass-shelled, 
urethane-cushioned, chrome-trimmed 
helmets retail for around $40 in small, 
medium, large and extra-large sizes. From 
Arthur Fulmer, P.O. Box 177, Memphis, 
Tenn. 38101. 

The Hydron Fog Eater (6) is one sure 
way to beat the frosty face shield problem. 
“Hydron” is a special coating applied to 
shield material; the coating absorbs mois- 
ture directly and eliminates fogging. The 
“Space Face” model shown here has a 
flip-up bubble that hinges on a leather 
grained visor; the assembly snaps in place 
on standard open-face helmets. It’s priced 
at $9.95. Other “Fog Eater" models— 
snap-on bubble, flat wraparound, and full- 
face flip up—are priced from $5.95. All are 
available in clear, yellow or light smoke 
tints at dealers everywhere. Manufactured 
by National Hydron Inc., 1633 Rothsville 
Rd., Rothsville, Pa. 17573. 

Battery neglect is a frequent cause of 
electrical failure. Yuasa Battery (7) thinks 
you should know more about batteries 
than you probably do. They figure to sell 
you a new one eventually, but in the 
meantime they'd like to see you get the 
most out of the battery you have now. So, 
if you will send your name, address and 
Zip to Yuasa Battery (America), Inc., P.O. 
Box 2905, Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670, 
they will mail you a free, 20-page booklet 
entitled, "Facts About Care & Mainte- 
nance of Batteries." They also offer a 
quick-connect battery charger, reasona- 
bly priced at $8.45 for the 6V and $9.45 for 
12V. Look for the chargers in your dealer's 
showcase or shelf. 

Dislike riding with heavy, bulky gloves? 
Cold weather riders can use lightweight 
gloves—or none at all—if they have “Hippo 
Hands" (8). These fleece-lined, long- 
gauntlet naugahyde bags snap over the 
ends of the bars, and the Hands are 
sealed with Velcro to keep out drafts. 
They're roomy inside, have a good seal 
around the arms, and the left one has a 
change pouch on the underside. Hippo 
Hands retail for $37.70 at most dealers. 
Who's responsible for all this? The Vetter 
Fairing Co., Rantoul, Illinois 61866. 


Most people can ride for about three 
hours before tiring. Even stopping every 
hour to stretch won't relieve saddle fa- 
tigue. If you're planning some long-dis- 
tance travel or just highly sensitive in the 
aft quarter, the Travel Ease Water Cushion 
(9) may offer your kind of relief. Its com- 
bination of liquid and plastic foam con- 
forms to human shapes on one side and 
saddle contours on the other. Two sepa- 
rately-filled compartments allow custom 
seating for both rider and passenger. Fill- 
ing and installation are simple. $29.95 
from JML Products, Box 17808, Mil- 
waukee, WI 53217. State make, model 
and year of your motorcycle. 

In boots, everyone wants comfort, pro- 
tection, durability and good looks. Those 
qualities can be found in Hondaline Street / 
Touring Boots (10). They come in black or 
brown with oil-resistant soles. The hard 
box toe and heel have an extra layer of 
special scuff-resistant leather. A nice soft 
touch is the padding on the inner ankle 
and all the way up the shins. Other extras 
include the full gusset inside the zipper 
that will keep the wind and water outside, 
and the spare key pocket in the right boot. 
They're a good value at $36.95 at your 
local Honda dealer. 

Despite some radical changes in motor- 
cycle suspension systems recently, indi- 
vidual riders still have great latitude in 
adjusting spring and damping rates to suit 
their individual needs. Koni (11) is a leader 
in bike shock systems; record holders and 
champions have relied on Koni's adjust- 
able damping feature for years. Designed 
for off-road racing, the Koni GP alumi- 
num-finned shock works fine on road 
bikes that carry heavy loads or run on 
rough roads. At most dealers Koni GPs 
sell for about $114 a pair. For lighter duties 
or smaller budgets, the Koni damping 
adjustment is available in their standard 
model to fit all bikes at $68-$79 a set. 
They are imported, distributed and war- 
ranted for one year by Kensington Prod- 
ucts Corp. (formerly Bikoni), 150 Green 
Street, Hackensack, NJ 07601. 

A rack is almost a necessity on a bike 
that's used for shopping and errand-run- 
ning. But most racks look like fugitives 
from a shopping-cart line-up. The Torque 
Traveler (12) isn't a wire-basket look-alike. 
With a molded plastic shelf that matches 
most bike seats in texture and color, and 
just enough chrome to cover the stout 
supports, it provides more space than the 
average rack. It's $32.95 at most dealers, 
and for one dollar you can get a complete 
catalogue of Torque products (and some 
decals) from Torque Engineering, 19755 
Bahama St., Northridge, CA 91324. 
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Frustration is a flat tire. Confusion is a 
flat on the expressway. Desperation is 
being twenty miles from nowhere, in the 
middle of the night, on an expressway, 
with a flat tire. Assuming fate has dealt you 
only asimple puncture, security is a can of 
Kawasaki Cycle Spare (13) stowed under the 
seat. The pressurized can contains a seal- 
ant and enough gas to pump up a flat in a 
few seconds. Just attach the nozzle to the 
tire stem, push the button and you'll be 
back on the road. It's at your Kawasaki 
dealer for only $2.95. 

Saddlebags are the traditional form of 
luggage on a motorcycle, but many of 
them are rather out-sized for bikes smaller 
than the touring giants. The Shoei Model 
SB-4 Bags shown here (14) are sized to 
mid-weight bikes. At a suggested retail of 
$144.95, they come in black or white 
fiberglass laminate, are equipped with 
tail/signal lights and chromed guard rails, 
and are furnished with mounting hard- 
ware. They’re available through dealers 
from the Shoei Safety Helmet Corp., 1717 
Pontius Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025. 

Vive l'difference! The French do it differ- 
ently with the Hugon GT bar-mount fairing 
(15). The unusual and functional contours 
direct the air flow away from your torso, 
hands and face, while minimizing drag 
and cross-wind bucking and maximizing 
visibility. The lightly-tinted and virtually 
unbreakable Lexan polycarbonate fairing 
can be easily installed thanks to an in- 
conspicious four-bar mounting system. 
An accordian tunnel prevents the head- 
light beam from producing a blazing glare 
inside the fairing. Hugon GT models are 
priced at $189, and a cafe model is also 
available at dealers or from the Hugon 
Fairing and Distributing Co., 27 Loring 
Road, Weston, Mass. 02193. 

Cool days and clear skies make perfect 
riding weather if you're dressed for it. The 
Hondaline Touring Suit (16) proved ideal 
for our dash down the Coast highway. The 
red nylon jacket and pants not only keep 
out wind and moisture, they also make 
you highly visible to other motorists. The 
jacket and lower pant legs have full quilt 
linings, and Velcro closures at the neck, 
wrists and ankles help to hold in body heat 
and seal outthe elements. Padded elbows 
and Scotchlite striping on the attached 
belt are safety features. Your Honda 
dealer has the touring suit; you'll spend 
about $54 for the jacket and $36 for the 
pants. 
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When the weather starts to cool, the 
back of your hands will chill in summer 
gloves. And the first place you'll feel sum- 
mer is in the sweaty palms of winter 
gloves. Suzuki Touring Gloves (17) work 
well in all seasons. The secret to their ver- 
satility is a smooth nylon mesh lining laid 
over a very thin layer of urethane foam 
insulation. The gloves slip on and off 
easily on hot days and keep the chill out in 
the cold. The cabretta leather gloves have 
palm and thumb reinforcements, and long 
gauntlets secured with a zipper and elas- 
tic strip. Take $17 to your Suzuki dealer— 
and he'll put you into the gloves. 

If your travel luggage includes more 
than a toothbrush, you may need some- 
thing likethe Amco Tote Bag (18). Although 
it has a rigid, cleated bottom designed to 
interlock with the Amco rack, the Tote 
Bag can be adapted to fit other racks. The 
basic bag has a zipper pocket on its front 
side while the deluxe model has pockets 
on both sides. The standard black model 
retails for about $33, and the $45 deluxe 
model is offered in black or brown. For 
more information, see your dealer or Car- 
ry-Products, 7425 Fulton Ave., North Hol- 
lywood, CA 91605. 

Dial freaks, here they are! A group of 
2%-inch, electrically-operated engine in- 
struments. A quartz chronometer and ca- 
ble-driven speedometer and tachometer 
are available from VDO Instruments (19). 
Also two gauges monitor oil temperature 
and pressure, and a voltmeter tracks bat- 
tery and charging circuit conditions. With 
all the necessary hardware and connec- 
tions, the engine dials cost $40-$65, and 
the tach and speedo $50 each. The clock 
will dent you for $75. Fifty cents will get 
you the VDO Cycle Catalogue from VDO 
Instruments, 116 Victor, Detroit, Mich. 
48203. Ask them where your nearest 
dealer is. 

Wire car wheels went into the museums 
years ago, and they'll soon be followed by 
their motorcycle counterparts. Morris Mags 
(20) started the trend on the race tracks 
with cast magnesium wheels which had 
about twice the rigidity and half the weight 
of wire-strung types. Morris offers cast 
aluminum alloy wheels for most mid-size 
bikes (and all the biggies). The cast alumi- 
num wheels are still lighter than stock. 
Complete kits range in price from about 
$350 to $400 depending on finish (plain or 
black anodized with polished edges) and 
hardware required. Morris also offers 
Lockheed magnesium caliper brakes as 
options. Write to Morris Industries, 3853 S. 
Main St., Santa Ana, CA 92707 for a free 
catalogue, prices and dealer nearest you. 


Original-equipment Japanese tires 
were once considered mere rim protec- 
tors. Today's Japanese tires can match 
many premium replacement tires. 
Yokohama Rubber (21), one of Japan's 
largest original-equipment suppliers, is 
fast becoming a leader in the replacement 
field. Yokohama offers a V-series 150 
mph-rated tire in their "Road Flash" line 
(325V19 front; 400V18 rear). These mod- 
erately-priced high-performance tires are 
built with four full plies of high strength 
nylon; the tread compound, according to 
the maker, gives both high mileage and 
good wet-surface adhesion. They are 
available at most dealers. Yokohama Rub- 
ber Co., Ltd., 1530 Church Road, Mon- 
tebello, California 90640. 

Even the gentlest fall can damage a 
bike, but often safety bars will minimize 
cosmetic scuffing. International/Florida 
Cycle Supply (22) has new custom-fit 
safety bars available at $29.95 for most 
models. Made of heavy gauge 11-inch 
tubing and fitted with rubber-covered, 
folding highway pegs, the bars can be 
readily installed. Have your dealer contact 
International Cycle Supply/Florida Cycle 
Supply, P.O. Box 5245, Jacksonville, Flor- 
ida 32207. 

Leather is the ultimate in comfort, du- 
rability and protection, but in warm 
weather leathers are hot. For those who 
like a leather touring jacket to wear in all 
seasons, Lancer Leathers (23) offers a 
Mandarin-collared style with an exclusive 
"Kool-Vent" system. Removable panels in 
the chest area cover vents that will let a 
breeze in when it's hot. When things cool 
off in the evening or the day gets damp, 
the panels—secured by Velcro fas- 
teners—can go back on. These leathers 
are available in black, brown, tan or blue 
and have a full nylon lining. Priced at 
$109.50. Fifty cents will get you a full 
catalogue of racing and touring goods 
from Lancer Leathers, 10624 North 19th 
Ave., Phoenix, AR 85029. 

Oil may be just a tranquilizer to most 
squeaks, but to motorcycle engines, it's a 
vital fluid. Castrol (24) has long directed 
their attention to motorcycles. Their cur- 
rent line of oils come in one-quart plastic 
bottles marked for convenient measuring. 
The four-stroke oil comes in both SAE 30 
and multi-grade 20W/50. The two-stroke 
variety, labeled as injector oil, is SAE 30 
but may be pre-mixed, and their recom- 
mended pre-mix comes in 50-weight. The 
newest lubricant from Castrol is a smoke- 
less synthetic 2-stroke blend that may be 
pre-mixed or used for injection. Castrol 
can all be found in most bike shops and in 
many auto parts stores. 
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Pennzoil has added an old name in 
automotive products to their expanding 
line of motorcycle lubricants. Gumout 
Motorcycle Chain Lube (25) comes in two 
sizes: six-ounce spray cans for traveling 
and fifteen-ounces for the shop. The little 
can is $1.79, and the big one costs $2.89. 
Some good words on what chains need to 
survive, and what you can do to help, will 
be found in the Gumout Service Bulletin 
on chain care. It’s free. Just write to 
Gumout, 2686 Lisbon Road, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44104; ask for bulletin No. 116-MC. 

A neat sport fairing/shield in both a 
standard version and a shorter cafe model 
is available from the Japanese helmet 
makers, Shoei (26). The lower body por- 
tion is fabricated in fiberglass reinforced 
polyester resin, and the transparent upper 
shield is constructed from high grade, 
clear acrylic. In body color you have a 
choice of black or white. All mounting 
hardware is included at $43.95 for either 
model Shoei products are stocked at 
your dealer, or he may order them from 
the Shoei Safety Helmet Corp., 1717 Pon- 
tius Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90025. 

Hot weather, heavy loads and high 
speeds punish the oil inside a hard-work- 
ing engine Hayden "Swirl-Cool" Oil Coolers 
(27) are designed to reduce oil tempera- 
tures and extend bearing life. Bikes with 
fairings, bags and two-up riders are partic- 
ularly vulnerable to high oil temperatures. 
Standard kits for Hondas are priced at 
around $48, and a higher capacity 
chrome model retails for approximately 
$70. See your dealer or contact Hayden 
Trans-Cooler Inc., 1531 Pomona Road, 
Corona, CA 91720. 

The Suzuki Coordinate Jacket (28) is 
well designed to keep you warm and visi- 
ble. The quilted dacron lining, knit nylon 
sleeve cuffs and a front zipper that tucks 
under the knit orlon collar will keep the 
wind at bay. This jacket has spacious 
zippered side pockets. With red stripes 
down the front of this bright blue nylon 
jacket you'll be easy to spot. The Coordi- 
nate jacket is available at Suzuki dealers 
for about $35.95. 
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Blueaway and Simichrome (29) have 
been around for years. As long as chrome 
and aluminum corrode or show the effects 
of heat, they’ll stay with us. Blueaway is the 
only thing we know that will remove dis- 
coloration in chrome exhaust pipes. Sim- 
ichrome is a fantastic polish that can put a 
shine on any metal. Its name comes from 
the look it gives to aluminum, and it will 
outshine anything the butler has to offer 
for polishing silverware. These unguents 
are available in most bike and custom car 
shops; $2.25 buys a bottle of Blueaway 
and $1.50 snares a tube of Simichrome. 
Both these German products are im- 
ported by Competition Chemicals, P.O. 
Box 141, lowa Falls, lowa 50126. 

Handsome Western-style Honcho Boots 
from Kawasaki (30).are finished in antique 
brown and feature American-made Good- 
year welt construction. The ring-linked 
harness. straps and K-monogrammed 
pull-loops lend a distinctive touch. They’re 
lined in cotton at the vamp and in 
“Cimaron” vinyl in the shaft. Priced at 
$34.95 in sizes 8 through 12, the boots will 
be found at your local Kawasaki dealer. 
He can also show you some tailored, zip- 
shank touring boots in black or brown 
priced at $39.95. 

Lightweight summer gloves meriting 
close attention are the Bates Road Racing 
Gloves (31) made of top-grain glove- 
tanned leather. Noted for their comfort 
and protection these gloves have no inter- 
nal seams and feature an extra layer of 
leather at the heel of the palm. Elastic in 
the backs and Velcro wrist-bands guaran- 
tee a snug stretch-fit. They come in light 
buckskin, sized XS, S, M, L, & XL. The 
price is $19.95 at dealers from Bates 
Industries, P.O. Box 2668, Long Beach, 
CA 90801. 

A rip in your bike seat can be annoying 
and costly to repair. A neat and econom- 
ical way to mend vinyl or "naugahyde" 
fabric is VLP (“vinyl liquid patch") (32). 
The solvent in VLP eats into the vinyl and, 
upon drying, leaves a clear, colorless vinyl 
weld as strong as the original material. 
The edges of a cut or tear may be butted 
and joined with VLP to form an almost 
invisible repair. A one-ounce tube is avail- 
able at auto, hardware and variety stores 
for $1.49 or may be ordered postpaid for 
$1.98 from Plasti-Dip International, 1430 
West County Road C, St. Paul, Minn. 
55113. 





Ranking among the desirables in chain, 
and one that we have had first-hand expe- 
rience with, is the lItalian-made Regina 
“BC” (33). Our staff Bumpkin has put 
several thousand Baja miles on a Regina, 
and he informs us that both he and many 
of his money-making off-road heroes have 
had no failures with it. A dirt endorsement 
is generally good for the street too. Like 
most premium-grade chains, Regina BC 
has solid rollers and bushings made of top 
quality materials, the bushes are stake- 
locked and ball-burnished, and the as- 
sembled chain is pre-loaded and run-in. 
Your dealer can order Regina chain from 
Cosmopolitan Motors, Jacksonville & 
Meadowbrook Rds., Hatboro, PA 19040. 

Judging a tire by its looks is like eyeing a 
person. Only experience will tell the true 
story. With Continental Tires (34), we have 
had only good experiences. The K111 
rear and RB front tires were great, and the 
new K112 and RB2 Conti Twins are even 
better. The old ones had the 110 mph “S” 
rating, and this second generation pair is 
H-rated to 130. The front block-rib now 
has shoulder blocks for better cornering, 
and the rear has a new Y-block pattern for 
better water drainage. Both are com- 
pounded with a nonskid, high-mileage 
rubber, and plenty of it. They are available 
in all popular sizes at dealers, from Conti 
Rubber Products Inc., Minue St., Carteret, 
NJ 07008. 

When the rust and mung build up in 
thick layers, a simple wash and wipe won't 
cut it. But Petrochem Rust and Corrosion 
Remover (35) will. Just open the can and 
pull out a piece of wadding which has 
been impregnated with solvent and mild 
abrasives. You can clean up any chrome, 
alloy or bare metal surface in a jiffy and get 
on with the waxing and polishing. The 8- 
ounce can is priced at only $3 for a lot of 
high-powered cleaning. Dealers have it or 
can order it from Ashland Chemical Co., 
11739 Willake St., Santa Fe Springs, CA 
90670. e 


CYCLE 








"gg LL 4 

AMI. V tjs un int D 

Sat RUP Fr OF 
ts 


Satyam cn Vaf 


SEE AMALIA HM. 
P DATERAR SL Pad Men. $5113 


RUST-CORROSION 
REMOVER 


ET WT. 8 92. — 276.8 SR, 


AUGUST 1976 








TUNT 


ALUMINUM 
BRAKE DISCS 


Racetrack proven - 1/3 the weight 

of the standard stainless disc. 
PLASMA COATED for durability and 
available for most Japanese 


Motorcycles and 


B.M.W's. Price: $75.00 


Specials on request. 


Plasma Performance Products Inc. 
1760 Crenshaw Blvd. 
Torrance, CA 90501 


(213) 320-5812 
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ROLI 


A EA BA 
Nerher 
HONDA 750, 750F, 
500/550, 400F, GL1000, 


KAWASAKI 900 


UP TO 20% POWER INCREASE 
IMPROVES GAS MILEAGE 


UPSWEEP MEGAPHONE 
FOR MAXIMUM GROUND CLEARANCE 


UP TO 20LB. WEIGHT SAVINGS 
GUARANTEED TO FIT 


(built on motorcycle) 


FLAWLESS AIRCRAFT 


QUALITY WELDING 


FLAT BLACK OR CHROME 
REMOVABLE BAFFLES 
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RACECRAFTERS INTERNATIONAL 7932 SUNSET BLVD./HOLLYWOOD, CA. 90046 
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THE FALL....... Continued from page 56 


and medication are not always available at 
the accident scene, people tend to wait 
and treat these injuries athome. The same 
thing might be said about burns; the sup- 
plies for treatment won't be roadside. But 
ugly burns may persuade victims to act 
quickly and seek trained medical assis- 
tance. Immediately after burn, application 
of cold water will help. You should then 
decrease the injury’s exposure to air by 
using vasoline or covering with a dress- 
ing. Of course, anyone burned severely, 
or burned over a substantial area (like part 
of a forearm), should get medical help. 
A good case of road rash should like- 
wise send one to his physician. Road 
rash—an extensive and serious kind of 
abrasion—ought to be cleaned out by a 
doctor or other trained medical personnel, 
for whom the debris will not be literally out 
of reach. If you have sustained a large or 
deep laceration, puncture wound or abra- 
sion, you should have a tetanus shot at 
once. For minor wounds the shots may be 
skipped, provided that you’ve had a tet- 
anus shot in the preceding five-year peri- 
od. To double check, consult a physician. 
The bacteria of tetanus is ubiquitous in 
soil and especially where animal manure 
is found; the bacteria enters the human 
body through abrasions and other open 
wounds. Off-road riders have a greater 
exposure to tetanus, thanks to their riding 
environment. Tetanus is rare, and easily 
prevented. However, it’s bad news for 
people who get it. Tetanus is extremely 
agonizing, difficult to treat and often fatal. 
No one worries much about minor cuts 
or abrasions, but there are a couple of 
things to watch. A cut or laceration run- 
ning over a joint or extending down to a 
bone is serious. Again, bone infections 
are tough to cure. And if the joint materials 


tI 


M N 
iy b 
AN RUN RS 


CYCLE 








become infected, the result can be joint 
destruction. Don't laugh off such an injury, 
believing that it'll cure itself. It might, or 
might not. Either way, you're playing for 
high stakes with a bad hand. 

Crashing on motorcycles is a chancy 
thing. But almost all of us manage to walk 
away sneering something about cheating 
fate again. Motorcyclists, to their own 
detriment, are more likely to snivel over a 
bent fork tube than a numb wrist. And 
there's always the temptation (and often 
the decision) to play hero (I’ve got a high 
threshold of pain and the bike's rideable). 
Passing an injury off doesn't interrupt the 
day's activities, and far from embarrassing 
yourself in front of friends and riding com- 
panions, they'll think you're quite a man. 

Well, that's really great. You, your ego 
and your numb wrist should know that a 
lot of Saturday heroes get their injured 
parts to emergency rooms on Monday 
and Tuesday nights. By that time, of 
course, a minor injury may have already 
developed complications, complete with 
permanent, unfixable consequences. 

But that's just another day in the life of a 
hero, right? Q 


Red Cross Handbook (U.S. American 
Red Cross, Doubleday, 1957) 4-volume 
paperback, $2.95 

Girl Scout Junior & Leader Handbook 
(Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.) $1.50 

Merit Badge First Aid Pamphlet Boy 





Langlitz Leathers 


The finest custom made leathers for the 































SAVE BY DOING YOUR OWN — make money cus- 
tomizing for others. Learn how professionals 
create wild designs . . . flames, murals, etc. Plus, 
5 how to install portholes, SCOODS, techniques of 
FREE CUSTOMIZING interior carpeting, upholstery, etc. Tools in- 
OR BROCHURE cluded. Rush name, address, zip, state a em 
COLOR BREE’ salesman will call. "Careers Through Home- Stud; 
CUSTOMIZING CENTER 4401 Birch St., Dept.£A076 , Newport Beach, CA $2663 


pleasure or sport rider. Factory direct only: 
Catalog available. 
2443 S.E. DIVISION, PORTLAND, ORE.97202 


. . cafe racer 
special equipment 


and 
" high performance 
touring gear 


FAIRING 

FENDERS 

eae and TANKS 
EAR SETS 

SN S 

BARS/CLIP-ONS 

MIRRORS 

WHEELS 


THE RACER 1 QUARTER FAIRING 
THE ORIGINAL 14 FAIRING THAT SET THE PACE 
Easy installation, crisp clean lines. Made of ABS 
thermoplastic in paintable white or black. Wind- 
shield in clear or smoke. Turns with handlebars and 
light. Now available with or without turn signal 


mounting pods. Fits all models. $59.99 complete. 


SEND $2.00 FOR NEW. CATALOG 
Suite C 
304 Agostino Road 
San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 
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Something old, something new. 

What’s. new is the name ChromeCraft and the 
products it represents: sweeping exhaust sys- 
tems in every popular configuration; replace- 
ment mufflers for less than original equipment; 
and rugged safety bars in two styles. 

What's not new is the name behind the prod- 
ucts. Hallcraft's Industries. Recognized leader 
in wire spoke wheels for two reasons: manu- 
facturing excellence and the unsurpassed 
beauty of our show chronie finish. 

In fact, we’ve got a brand new catalog 
crammed with great new wire and steel wheels 
and accessories. See them at your dealer or 
send $1.50 for the catalog. One look and you'll 
see why everything Hallcraft's Drs. is a nice 
reflection on you. 











For additional info, see 
your dealer or send $1.50 
for new catalog to 
HALLCRAFT’S 
INDUSTRIES, INC. 
Diy. of Hurst 
Performance, inc. 
244 Millar Ave. 
EI Cajon, CA 92020 
714-440-2431 
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THERE IS ONLY ONE FIRST PLACE 


® One minute motorcycle road racing is 
catching on in a big way in the United 
States with more events, bigger purses 
and international riders. Then it's dwin- 
dling away to almost nothing but club 
activity. But Europe, the original well- 
spring of road racing, is different. 

| was over there this spring for events in 
France and England. | have seen the 
wellspring gurgling up cool, fresh, and 
plentiful in the form of 100,000 enthusias- 
tic race fans at the Paul Ricard 200 in the 
south of France. | have seen it in the 
marvelous Godier/Genoud long-distance 
racing Z1 Kawasaki, packed with innova- 
tions neither Japanese nor Southern Cal- 
ifornian. And | have seen it in England, a 
country with an orphaned motorcycle in- 
dustry, mustering up record crowds at 
Brands Hatch, Mallory, and Oulton Park. 

There are not only thousands of fans to 
support racing, but also hundreds of busi- 
nesses, large and small, which think that 
backing a likely lad on a Yamaha is just 
the thing to boost sales of hard-rubber 
combs, beef and its by-products, shoe 
polish and window glass, to name a few. 
Every young engineering graduate has 
made a remarkable frame, or cast a new 
type of alloy wheel, or converted his TZ- 
250 to rotary valves. Many of these proj- 
ects are competitive and workable items, 
and not just the meanderings of machine- 
shop theorists. 

| had come to Europe to look after my 
Kawasaki KR-750, to be ridden by Ron 
Pierce at Ricard and at the Anglo-Amer- 
ican Match Races in England. Our prep- 
arations had come together by the barest 
of margins. The bike couldn't be shipped 
without its carnet, a sort of passport for 
equipment, and that required running in 
the heavy sand of bureaucracy. The crate 
was too big for the early flight we had 
counted on. Delays had piled up. Where 
were the tires? And the chain? On the last 
day everything had clicked, and | was 
suspended above the Atlantic Ocean at 
490 knots. 

| knew that a week before at Imola Erv 
Kanemoto had not only suffered the theft 
of his luggage and ten years' racing notes, 
but had heard an airline official tell him 
that the Kawasaki he'd built for Gary 
Nixon had been mis-shipped to Australia. | 
tried to believe that my machine, my spare 
engine, my wheels and tools and spares, 
all would survive bureaucratic delay, theft, 
accident and acts of God, and arrive with 
me in Marseilles before Friday's practice. 
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The air traveler exists in a state of 
perfect grace because there is nothing he 
can do about anything. The hours passed 
and Ireland peeked out briefly under 
banks of clouds thrown into waves by the 
disturbing influence of land. Then there 
was a glimpse of the English Channel, a 
tiny sea of shoals barely deep enough for 
today's vast ships, and finally France in 
agricultural squares of green and gray. 

At Charles De Gaulle Airport the inter- 
airport bus trundled me through Paris to 
Orly Airport, and an hour later, a very 
noisy French-built Mercure had me in 
Marseilles. Ron was waiting, his smiling 
face an island of the familiar in a sea of 
strangely-clad Algerians, European tour- 
ists and French businessmen. 

Our plan was to return to the airport at 
seven Friday morning, meet the customs 
men, clear our shipment and get to prac- 
tice at twelve. Our ambitious plan was 
Soon out of shape; it takes time to drive an 
English van on French roads while de- 
ciphering international road signs and 
avoiding fatal accidents at every intersec- 
tion. We got there more by Brownian 
Motion than by good planning. 

At the air freight office a grumpy clerk 
threw up his hands at the very thought 
that my shipment might be there so soon. 
BLAM! His office door rattled the entire 
room. | swallowed nervously and repeated 
my carefully concocted questions in my 
best French. Would he please call and 
inquire? Irritably he scribbled numbers on 
my air waybill. You call, he said, this 
number; maybe next Monday the ship- 
ment, it will come; go away; thank you. 

| persisted, my two years of high school 
French surging back in all its inadequacy. 
Another man appeared, a kind man. He 
would call. Wait here. One moment, 
please. Thank you so much. He went out, 
waybill in hand. 

| stared at a huge wall poster proclaim- 
ing the "Pleasant ease and convenience" 
of air freight by "le Super Pelican" which 
was a 747 with its mouth open, devouring 
scores of huge crates. | tried to memorize 
words that looked like they would soon be 
useful, especially the part about how, "our 
sole desire, it is to be of service for our 
customers." | was hoping. And waiting. 

Happy, satisfied customers bustled in 
and out, great friends with the office staff. 
Their documents were all in order and 
their shipments were all on time. | could 
pick out a few words: how was the wife, 
vacation won't come soon enough... 
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Kind Clerk returned and disappeared 
into the office. More chatter coming out. 
Something about coffee being ready. 
Telephones. Out the window, a yellow 
amphibian aircraft appeared to stop in 
midair. My man advanced again to the 
counter, my waybill in hand. 

"It's here." 

Ron and | were two happy men at 10:30 
am, gassing it up the "Auto-route" toward 
the track among massive and unfamiliar 
French trucks and busses. 

When we arrived at the circuit, the 
European regulars were already there, 
caravans arranged, propane heaters 
going, portable generators humming, and 
machines in preparation. 

Giacomo Agostini's two Yamaha 750s 
were being prepared under the experi- 
enced eyes of Nobby Clark, the hollow- 
cheeked veteran of some fifteen years of 
GP racing. He has worked for all the great 
names, most notably Hailwood and 
Honda. In the same garage unit was our 
own Mississippi Round Man, Larry Worrel, 
with another Yamaha for Randy Cleek. 
Halfway along was the English Kawasaki 
team of Barry Ditchburn and Mick Grant, 
backed by innumerable technicians and 
their manager, courtly Stan Shenton. Tepi 
Lansivouri's people were warming up his 
beautiful 500 Suzuki square-four, a ma- 
chine designed for extreme performance, 
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and Ford's. 


Ford changes van history—again! 
Ford's new-design Econoline is 
the only van with engine forward 
for extra room inside. With strong, 
separate frame/body construction. 
With power choices from 300 Six 
to 351 and 460 V-8's. With slick 
options like swiveling Captain's 
Chairs. Whatever your van ideas, 
Ford starts you out ahead! 


Van shown has custom paint and 
wheels and tires added locally. 
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and its very natural dislike for cold running 
made its exhaust a rough mix of harsh 
bleating and wet fuel. At the far end of the 
pits, nearest the start-finish, was the 
Suzuki team, Europe’s present big spend- 
ers. Behind the pits were their brilliantly 
painted transporters and GM Motorhome 
and Barry Sheene’s Rolls-Royce; a score 
of helpers, "executive mechanics" in spot- 
less team coveralls, and a corps of hang- 
ers-on provided wall-to-wall furnishing. 

Private Yamahas were everywhere, 
both dead-standard and much modified: 
multi-tube space frames, unusual mono- 
shocks with a single unit on one side of 
the swing-arm, Campagnolo five-spoke 
mag wheels, Offenstadt upside-down 
front forks, unidentifiable ignitions. 
Through all this flowed the people, race 
fans, journalists, business agents, promot- 
ers, autograph hounds. Crowds gathered 
to stand reverently like churchgoers in a 
vibrating shell of noise produced by ma- 
chines warming up. 

The Ricard 200 is not Formula 750; it is 
open to all comers with special emphasis 
on the new class of long-distance pro- 
duction racers, big 1000cc four-strokes. 
Last year’s Ricard had seen the 1000s 
soundly beaten by the 750 two-strokes. 
The course is one of contrast. A monster 
one-mile straight connects a sequence of 
first and second gear corners, a short pit 
straight, and a fast left-hand sweeper. It’s 
not a classic scratcher’s circuit, but pure 
horsepower won't do it here either. 

Machines warming up reminded me 
constantly that | had little time in which to 
set up my bike out of its crate, get through 
tech, buy the paint-peeling French gas 
(ten dollars to fill a Jerry-can!) and roll out 
to practice. 

Even our short-format 75-mile AMA Na- 
tionals don’t match the pace of events at 
Ricard. The program called out 250 and 
500 support races, plus innumerable 
production and special classes. We would 
get four practices, two Friday, two on 
Saturday, and every lap would be timed. 
Only the fastest 55 of the invited 130 
would start. | was beginning to under- 
stand that survival is the key to European 
motor racing. 

We rolled on time for the first practice, 
and for Ron it was an uncertain thing. Our 
gearbox forced us to choose between 
droning through the slow corners below 
the power or spending the last few hun- 
dred yards of straight all revved out and 
praying for the crank. Some handling 
bother persisted from Daytona, but until 
Ron learned the course, it would be hard 
to say just what was needed. 

Our second practice dropped ten sec- 
onds in lap time, still short of qualifying, 
but so much better that we felt on the rails 
with excellent power. Only gearing and 
handling remained on the list of rankling 
uncertainties. 

That evening | talked to my former rider 
Cliff Carr, wno has worked out an excel- 
lent sponsorship with English and Amer- 


ican companies. He seemed just then to. 





regard racing as a grim, unequal, but 
necessary task. He meantto do battle, and 
to survive. Cylinders and cranks are too 
precious to risk on the off-chance of sec- 
ond-guessing the factory. You know that 
the works bikes will be out front, that their 
young supermen will go in deeper and 
come out harder, but in the long run, if you 
are persistent and clever and above all 
durable, there is a living in it, an indepen- 
dent living with special freedoms. In Cliff's 
caravan it certainly seemed homey and 
comfortable with his wife, Diane, and their 
new daughter, Marnie. 

During the day | had become aware of a 
difference in how tuners are regarded by 
the riders. There is little of the creative 
symbiosis so well typified by Kanemoto 
and Nixon, or by smiling Steve Baker and 
Bob Work, good friends stepping out of 
the same van each day to do their entirely 
different but interdependent and equal 
jobs. By contrast, a European rider refers 
to his mechanic as "my man," as though 
he were a gentleman's gentleman. 

This arises not only from Europe's still- 
strong class structure, but also from the 
nature of factory racing. The mechanic is 
the ernployee of the manufacturer, as- 
signed to work on a certain machine. His 
job is only to carry out the designer's 
intentions and to stop parts from falling 
off. The rider has only the designer to 
thank for horsepower. 

Yet even private riders seem to maintain 
a distance from mechanical tasks, as if it 
were somehow repugnant to have to take 
things to bits and put them together again, 
a little too real, too proletarian. Riders and 
tuners exist on different levels, therefore, 
eating in different restaurants and having 
different kinds of friends. 

In the pits the single bulb that lit each 
bay seemed brighter as the sun dropped 
and faded. Darkness, hunger, and quiet 
came together. The race fans and hang- 
ers-on vanished, leaving the mechanics to 
their work. | had shocks and gearing to 
change. The engine had been marvelous, 
reaching high revs on the low compres- 
sion | had selected for the French fuel, 
and really pulling Ron out of the corners 
smartly. There was reason to look forward 
to tomorrow. 

The following morning at the first round 
of practice things were much better again, 
and | even took to smiling. The Kawasaki's 
abrupt powerband was causing wheel- 
stand problems off some corners, but our 
times did improve steadily. Then the im- 
provement plateaued. Ron came in, and 
we talked about the handling which had 
become impossible. He simply could not 
get on the gas out of the turns without 
provoking a terrifying train of wobbles. 
Poor Ron was at a loss for words, trailing 
off into a hopeful litany about preload, the 
rear tire, the fork oil. We had one try left, so 
we gambled on our best guess. | filled the 
remaining time before practice making 
the changes we had decided on. We 
weren’t very happy. Our problem had 
proved intractable at the last minute, and 
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now there was no time to deal with it. The 
last practice came, Ron went out, and 
though he shaved another frightful four 
seconds from his time, it wasn’t enough. 

We had come for the view. 

Sharing our end of the garage was 
Randy Hall and the parallellogram-sus- 
pended Kawasaki of Yvon du Hamel. 
Yvon was often in the garage, speaking 
either with Randy or with well-wishers, 
now in English, now in French. He ap- 
peared to observe everything with a phi- 
losopher’s gaze, and amused everyone 
with his even-tempered and wry humor. 
He is certainly not the win-or-crash flash 
that many still believe him to be. Five years 
of ups-and-downs with Kawasaki have 
made him acute in discerning the possible 
from the impossible in racing. 

The already-legendary Yamaha OW- 
31s, ridden by Baker, Cecotto, and 
Agostini were a sight to see out of the slow 
corners. Wide-ratio gearboxes and bot- 
tom-end grunt let these three simply squirt 
away from others. Nevertheless, the fast- 
est time stood to the French favorite, 
Michel Rougerie, on a private Yamaha. 

The Suzukis looked better at Ricard 
than they had at Daytona. Their power- 
bands are better suited to European con- 
ditions. Young Pat Hennen, after grad- 
uating with honors from both AMA and 
Australian racing, has been offered a try at 
Europe. He is getting that hard fast look 
on the track, understands the machines 
because he does his own work, and is 
thriving on a diet of a race a week. He is 
also living proof that racing stars don't 
always burst into full brilliance like super- 
novas, but can steadily improve until they 
are extremely good. 

Race day at Paul Ricard would shock 
American race fans. A sea of people 
jammed all roads in, and the thousands of 
campers already inside the track were 
served by a temporary city of shops. Fa- 
natical fans had buzzed hundreds of miles 
on tiny mopeds to get here, and one 
young man had ridden for a week on a 
bicycle to see the spectacle. 

These fans were responsive, like highly 
partisan football fans, greeting each play 
with powerful surges of shouting ap- 
plause. At the start, Baker led from 
Cecotto, and Rougerie ran off the course, 
ending the French hopes. Cecotto over- 
came Baker to win, and Yvon du Hamel 
stayed ahead of the field of privateers to 
finish a very popular third. 

Suzuki upheld their reputation for pit- 
stop drama yet again. The three unlikely- 
looking crewmen, dressed in such greasy 
coveralls that they looked like oilers from 
some seedy Maylay freighter, mistimed 
their moves enough to spurt a quart of gas 
in all directions during Hennen’s stop. At 
the pit wall, shaking his head slowly, was 
the sharply-dressed and lint-free team 
manager, Merv Wright. A short time later 
Sheene was in, arriving a little too hot and 
overbraking on the lubricated pavement, 
and tipping over. Instantly, he jumped up, 
but the shift shaft had bent in the fall. One 
AUGUST 1976 


gear is not enough. 

Gary Nixon had worked his way for- 
ward, but had been dragged back by a 
failing ignition, one of Kawasaki’s special 
traditions. The British team bikes had both 
stopped with engines that failed. 

Finally, for all those without OW-31 
Yamahas, there was the shaking of heads 
and the quiet talk about which gearbox or 
tire or cylinder might have made the de- 
feat less stunning. 

In Bandol that evening, at a small club 
privé called la Poupoune, there was a 
post-race party by invitation. Ron and | 
rode down with Yvon and Linda du Hamel 
in the luxurious Renault lent him by the 
French Kawasaki importer. As we slid 
through the many switchbacks on the 
route, Yvon kept up a calm, mildly critical 
commentary on his own handling of the 
car, like a bemused sportscaster. 

We found the club, facing the dark sea, 
and rapped on the door. After a pause, a 
grille slid back, and a large menacing face 
appeared. What did we want? We made 
the face understand that we were there for 
the party. The face replied, "Nine o'clock!" 
and the grille slid shut. We found our- 
selves a little restaurant and had our best 
meal of the week. 

At nine, we returned to la Poupoune 
and were admitted. A dark and close 
atmosphere prevailed, and the juke box 
was warming up with the latest in "phys- 
iological rock," the music that says just 
what it means. A courteous waiter con- 
ducted us to a table, then returned in a 
moment with glasses, ice, mixer and a 
gratis bottle of J&B. The place filled up 
with people, smoke and talk, and we 
drank. The Imola promoter was pointed 
out at a nearby table, and other racing 
luminaries appeared and disappeared in 
the crowd. More people pressed in, lining 
the walls, crowding the tables. The music 
increased in volume, pacing the louder 
and louder buzz of conversation. Every- 
one was waiting for "le striptease", waiting 
also to find out which of many interesting 
women were unattached, waiting for any- 
thing. Bob Work and Steve Baker, grin- 
ning as always, appeared through the 
crowd, and Yvon and his wife slipped into 
corner seats nearby. People began to 
dance, and the J&B bottles began to bend 
the tense and windy realities of Paul 
Ricard and the day's racing into a roomful 
of wishes and urges, movements and 
rhythmic sounds. Through the thick to- 
bacco smoke came wisps of other 
things—perfumes, suggestions of 
hashish, and the smells of people. 

The next day, Cliff Carr and his wife 
found room for me and my equipment in 
their Mercedes transporter, and we set 
out northward. The trip through France 
was bland and easy, accented by a truly 
delightful meal in a hole-in-the-wall truck 
stop. Finally, from Calais there was the 
hour-and-a-half ferry ride to England 
through solid mist. There was time to 
sample the ale in the ship's bar and to eat 

(Continued on page 98) 










PRIDE & JOY! 


On a BIG 2’ by 3’ 
B/W Poster made 

from your favorite 

B/W or color photo 
from: 


PHOTO CRAFT 
: 11017 Pallon Way 
| San Diego, CA. 92124 


Send $7.95 plus $1.00 
postage and handling 
and your photo (re- 
turned. with order). 
Calif. residents add 6% P 
sales tax. Add $2.00 - 
for foreign orders. No 4 
COD's. No slides or |= 
negatives. 





-in 7 


my method of DYNAMIC-TENSION 
starts giving you results that you feel 
and your friends will notice. Big, 
useful muscles. Gain pounds in weight 
where needed. Lose “pot belly." 
Send me your name and 
address for my 32-page 
book—FREE. 


CHARLES ATLAS 
49 West 23rd St., 
New York, N.Y. 10010 
Dept. w226 


HOW TO 
GET MORE H.P. 






9 Pistons © Cams 
© Valve Springs 

* Connecting Rods 
9 Exhaust Systems 
* Clutches 

© Sprockets 

* Engine Kits 

* Bolt-on Kits 

9 And more 







page Perfor- 
mance Manual & 
Catalog that gives 
you straightfor- 
ward technical 
information on 
hop-up and per- 
formance products 
for your machine. 


| O Enclosed is my $3.00. Please send 

me Action Fours Performance 

i Manual and Catalog. (ca residents add 6% šales tax.) 
Name 


| Address 
| City = State 
| CTION 

1517 E. McFadden, Dept. C 
l OURS Santa Ana, CA 92705 
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Se That's 


what they called me when 
I was a kid. Prob’bly ‘cause 
Iusedtoget kinda squirrelly 
sometimes. But things are 
different now. I’m grown up. 
Learned it’s not just goin’ 
that counts. It’s how ya’ go. 
That's why I got me one of 
them KZ750 Twins. 

Real style, that bike. Four- 
stroke DOHC mill. Con- 
stant-mesh five-speed trans. 
Discs front and rear. In 
high school never woulda 
thought about things like 
the sensitivity of the brakes. 
Spacin' of the gear ratios — 
the fine points. I was too 
busy gettin’ off, gettin’ it on. 

Yeah, I’ve changed a lot. 
Like last weekend...I was 
ridin’ easy and lookin’ good 
when all of a sudden the 
bike starts to actin’ bored, 
tellin’ me it wants to get up 
an’ go, and before I knew it 
my eyes were gettin’ wide 
and the road was gettin’ 
narrow. 

Bein the big boythat lam, 
I said, “Slow down, bike? 
Butthe bike wanted its head. 
All I could do was stay cool, 
give it some rein and keep 
an eye on the speedometer. 

Iwashavin’ myself a good 
ol time before I spotted 
thoseflashin lights. Looked 
like Smokey had the bubble 
machine goin' again. But it 
wasnt like the old days. 
This time they were ahead 
of me. Said, “Whoa, bike?’ 
and we pulled up to have a 
look. And while I was sittin’ 
there, kicked-back with my 
cheese sandwich, I remem- 
bered when I wouldn't give 
the police the time of day. 
But, this time I even offered 
to lend a hand. Too bad I 


only had metrics. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Goodtimesinclude riding safely. We recommend 
wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping 
lights on and checking local laws before you ride. 
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TREMENDOUS PRICE 
BREAKTHROUGH FROM 
ODYSSEY by ELECTRONIC TIME CORP. 

REVOLUTIONARY NEW SPACE-AGE 


CHRONOGRAPH 
L.E.D. STOP WATCH 
ELEVEN FUNCTIONS 


TELLS TIME WITH INCREDIBLE 100TH OF SECOND ACCURACY 


NOW 

OFFERED 
ELSEWHERE FOR 
SUBSTANTIALLY 
MORE THAN 
OUR PRICE OF 





STOP WATCH AND RECORD UP TO 
99 HOURS, 59 MINUTES, 59 SECONDS 
AND 99/100 OF A SECOND 


Odyssey's tiny electronic brain is incredible. The obsolute ultimate in pre- 
cision time keeping plus hundredths of o second accuracy in o multi-feature 
stop watch/timer chronograph. 

Ideal for sportsmen, doctors, engineers, scientists, ond anyone who enjoys 
or needs the exquisite self confidence of totally precise time-keeping plus 
multi-feature stop watch timing. Invaluable for sports or race events and 
time studies. 

Our incredible price breakthrough now offers this super accurate time instru- 
ment for o fraction of the hundreds of dollars others charged for comporoble 
chronographs. 

The Odyssey Chronograph Stop Watch is guaranteed for one yeor with 24 hour 
service, if required, at Electronic Time Corp.'s Florido factory. 

Rugged, masculine bond and case, solid quality construction, gold-tone 
finish, stoinless steel back. 

Stop watch can function without lighting disploy. During this interval, you 
can still get time, day, dote, etc. without impeding stop watch timing. 


+ and 2. Hours ond 3. Seconds 4. and 5. Month and 


Minutes Dote 
EB CH 
6. Doy of Week 7. ond 8. Elopsed 9. 10. ond 11. Elapsed 


Seconds, lOths ond 
100ths of Seconds 


Cleor stop watch 
memory ot ony time 


TRY AT OUR RISK. I5 DAY HOME TRIAL. 

IF NOT 100% DELIGHTED IN EVERY WAY, 

RETURN FOR INSTANT REFUND IN FULL. 
ELECTRONIC TIME CORP. , 2554 N. FEDERAL HWY. , DANIA, FL. 33004. (305) 525-6501 


qum el m mmm m 
To: ELECTRONIC TIME CORP. , Dept. WF 2554 N. Federal Hwy. , Danio, F1. 33004 


Hours and Minutes 


59:32 


End of Event Memory 
Recoll 


Instont Freeze Stop 




















ges ruth me _ Odyssey stop wotch/chrono: graphs on your unconditional B 
[money bock offer ot $75. eo. s [| 
LER insured shipping and handling 23 2.00 [| 
1 Florido Sales Tox (i! applicable) ot $3. per watch $ l 
i TOTAL S I 

( ) Check or Money Order enclosed in full payment. 
[Charge my: ( ) Moster Charge ( ) BonkAmericord ( ) American Express — [B 
i ( ) Dines Club — ( ) Carte Blanche I 
Beemt! 5. ls __ Expiration Dote i 
B inter-8onk ^ (MC only) (locoted oboe L3 [| 
NAME » H 
gAooness ee 1 
cir ms STATE ZIP i 
s 


BsiGNaTURE x E " 
"-——— e  - — ol 
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a good dinner in the restaurant as well. 
English customs are bearing down hard 
on racers these days; the time of benev- 
olent leniency is over, and many past 
practices are being raked up to make 
revenue for the ailing exchequer. We were 
held in the customs shed under the fa- 
mous white cliffs of Dover for four hours 
before Her Majesty's men were satisfied. 
That night | stayed close to Brands 
Hatch, which has motorcycle practice ev- 
ery Wednesday afternoon. Paul Smart's 
new business and home are five minutes 
from Brands, and he and his wife Maggie 
kindly put me up for the night. In the 
morning | splashed out through rain to 
Paul's tiny race shop to get my rain tires 
and short gearing on for the practice, 
while Paul himself, eyes agleam, set off for 
Heathrow Airport to pick up his new race 
bike, an ex-Warren Willing Yamaha 750. 
Later, standing in Brands’ wet clay, | 
had the classic experience of generations 


: of English race-watchers: dreary, persis- 


tent, soaking rain; machines cautiously 
picking their way through slippery cor- 
ners; and small groups of people, inex- 
plicably cheerful, slowly getting wet, 
watching and working. 

Mick Grant quit the sanctuary of his 
Mercedes for the soggy pleasure of prac- 
tice on his Kawasaki. | nearly slipped and 
fell myself, just trying to walk at two miles 
an hour on the clay-caked pit road, so | felt 
a lot of respect for this pleasant man who 
races motorcycles, and for his machine. 
The English Kawasakis don’t always get 
the latest engine parts promptly from 
Japan, so they have to work on the areas 
of performance open to them. Handling is 
their strength, the result of much testing. 
Girling, long on the outs with fashion in 
the US, has made a gas-pressurized 
shock that has worked a transformation 
on the KR750’s in England. 

Brands’ race day was dry, and most 
machines were on slicks. Precautionary 
“waterwheels” shod with rain tires were 
close at hand in everyone's pit. England's 
ACU forbids slicks in National meetings, 
but the Match Races are Internationals, 
immune to this conservatism. 

Lower temperature and polished pave- 
ment may have stopped the Goodyear 
slicks from working. The prevalent Dun- 
lops and the odd set of Michelins don't 
require the high 285-degree tread tem- 
perature to begin to "lock in" to road 
irregularities. Even Ken Roberts, with his 
heavy commitment to Goodyear, was on 
Dunlops. His heaviest commitment is to 
winning. Steve Baker simply prefers Dun- 
lops. The Goodyears seemed almost to 
polish up like a veteran road tire while the 
Dunlops were shingling off nicely. 

The racing on these Match Race cir- 
cuits contrasts powerfully with anything 
we have here.The British riders have great 
experience on these tracks, as they are 
frequently used and often open for prac- 











“Your VISE-GRIP? 
tool is the most 
important one in 
my bike's repair 
kit. Here's how 
it saved the 
day for me." 





X 


John Caskey y 
Ralston, Nebraska : 


' My buddy and ! had just 
started trailing in the bluffs 
above the Missouri River when 
his bike bumped into a stump. 
No serious damage was done, 
except the gear shift lever was 
broken off. 

‘it looked like we would have 
to go back to the trailer, but 
then | got the idea of clamping 
my 5WR VISE-GRIP on the 
broken stub. It worked! We 
were able to continue riding 
with my buddy shifting with his 
foot on the VISE-GRIP."' 








Your bike's tool kit doesn't 
hold a lot, so make sure you 
have the one tool that does 
a lot. It's adjustable and fits 
all metric parts. For routine 
maintenance and emer- 
gency repairs, get VISE- 
GRIP locking pliers. Avail- 
able at leading hardware, 
auto, discount, and depart- 
ment stores. 





fe) 4 
E e 
VISE-GRIP is a trademark of Petersen Mfg. Co., Inc. 


DeWitt, Nebraska 68341 
* Copyright 1976, Petersen Mfg. Co., Inc. 
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tice. The circuits have been there a long 
time, and although pit facilities are not 
palatial, there is a feeling of having been 
much lived-in. Our own AMA courses are 
visited once a year, and often give the 
feeling of having been glued onto the 
landscape rather than being a part of it. 

Each Match Race is fitted into a clock- 
work schedule of supporting races, and 
preceded by (at most) two twenty-minute 
practices. Your equipment had better be 
right because there is little time for tuning. 

Brands was simply a further proof of 
Yamaha superiority as Baker drew off 
from the field to win both races easily, with 
Ken Roberts surprisingly far back though 
obviously trying. The British team Ka- 
wasaki riders were again tossed into the 
briar patch of twisted connecting rods and 
burst crankcases. Gary Nixon, who sensi- 
bly feels better about risking his bones for 
$30,000 than for $29.95, rode sensible 
races. It wears on a man to know that even 
a supreme effort can't overcome the 
Yamaha gap. Neither Nixon nor Kan- 
emoto felt any better after seeing the 
Yamaha road show from the rear yet 
again. My own Kawasaki droned to a poor 
finish, mired in handling mysteries, with 
Ron on guard against every twitch. 

Erv and | saw our machines into the 
British Kawasaki vans and followed them 
back to Bromley to spend the next day 
looking for (in my case) handling gremlins 
and (in his case) anything that might be 
good news. Perspectives change when 
the chance of winning is vanishingly 
small, but the work has to be done. That's 
all there is. 

Stan Shenton's Kawasaki race shop 
south of London is a long, informal build- 
ing along an alley, its walls lined with tires, 
wheels, projects in or out of progress, and 
the traditional litter of work. Shoehorned 
into the middle are the bikes and the 
people working on them, constantly dodg- 
ing each other as everyone circulates 
from the welding bench to the grinder, 
upstairs to parts, or back to the bikes. It's 
not a wordless workshop. There is a con- 
stant and funny repartee kept alive by 
everyone. Inserted into the middle of a 
serious discussion of whose face is the 
ugliest is the sound of a 501 Maico emerg- 
ing from a sandpit. "Who's this?" inquires 
another, sucking in his cheeks and rolling 
his eyes up to the ceiling. “Nobby!” came 
the answering shout. Lunch arrives, a 
mass of oily fish and chips from the Greek 
up the block, washed down with canned 
ale tasting of molasses. 

My machine spent that day off the 
ground, its suspension apart to the last 
item. There were problems, and there 
were solutions. As evening came, | began 
to feel optimistic. It's always better to find 
something clearly wrong. Under the pull of 
the clock, everyone began to pick up the 
pace of work. Who wants to sleep in the 
truck? Even after packing the completed 
bikes, there was still a tedious drive to 
Mallory. 

(Continued on page 100) 
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Forget 
Performance 


There are replacement 


exhaust systems. 
And there are per- 
formance exhaust 


systems. We think the 


difference is 
important. But if 


you don't agree, then 





forget about per- 


formance and buy any 


exhaust system that 
looks good. 


Hooker's newest exhaust systems 
slip easily into place on the 
existing headpipes of your 4 
cylinder Honda or Kawasaki (no 


welding necessary). These 


systems are thoroughly engineered 
to achieve the delicate balance 
between a high level of sound 
control and maximum engine 


efficiency. Don’t confuse 


these with replacement parts. 


These are real performance 


exhaust systems. Select either 
the four muffler system pictured 


or the four into two design. 


Hooker header type exhaust systems continue to set 
the standard for performance and good looks. The four 
into one Honda 750 system is shown. 


Hooker's Newest Performance Systems 
















But if you want a good 
looking, custom exhaust 
system that really per- 
forms, Hooker has the 
best engineers, dynos 
and craftsmen working 
on just the right 

system for your bike. 
(Performance is the 
reason Hooker's the 
world's largest manu- 
facturer of high per- 
formance exhaust systems.) 






And all Hooker products 
are built for perform- 
ance, even their skate- 
board suspension sys- 
tem. That's right. Witha 
simple adjustment, | 
Hooker's suspension 
system can release the 
energy of a flex board or [| 
enforce the stability of 
a rigid board. Or, forthe § 
ultimate skateboard | 
choose the fiberglass 
Hooker Tune Flex $ 
complete with double action trucks and urethane 
wheels. Hooker skateboards may not be available in 
your area yet. So order direct, sight unseen, and know 
you'll get the best just because it's from Hooker. 
Yes, I want the best. Send me a Hooker. 
24" Hooker Tune Flex Board: 
— $58.40 Yellow: ___$59.40 Rainbow 
27" Hooker Tune Flex Board: 
—— $59.40 Yellow: $60.40 Rainbow 






























O 


$19.95 Suspension System. 24" __ 27” 
Undecided? Send $1.25 for information on all Hooker 
products My weight is. 

Name 
Address 
City State. Zip. 
Master Charge: ___BankAmericard 
Cardi. — à 3$ 3$ 1  Exp.Date 
Signature 


Enclose check or money order payable to Hooker, 1032 
West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Freight included. E 
California residents add 6% tax. Offer void where pro- [| 
hibited. Sorry, no C.O.D. 

-———— un am am nm uz m am m un um um m] 
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KAWASAKI OWNERS! 


We have a complete new line of quality 
touring accessories that are guaranteed 
to fit your motorcycle! 





e Sissy Bars 
Front & Rear Safety Bars ij 
Luggage Racks (s 

Passenger Back Rests 
Cooling Shrouds 
Exhaust Systems 


Each of these items 
are available for the 
KZ 900—750—400 models. 


When it comes to the finest in quality Touring 
Accessories for the complete line of Kawasaki ` 
Street Motorcycles, the folks at Bill Wirges, 
Inc. are serious about what they do. In fact, 
it has to fit, it has to work, and it has to last 
or we're not interested in building it. 


Send for new catalog — $2.00 


Bill 7 
Wirges 


Box 394 Rural Route #2. © Princeton, Illinois 61356 e 815/875-3354 
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Name dropping is not our 
business — making batteries 

is — we’ve been doing it for 
over 50 years. Most Japanese, 
European and American 
manufacturers specify YUASA 
batteries as standard equipment į 
on their cycles. So when it's 
time to replace your battery — §& 
replace it with the one designed $ 
specifically to give you the right E 
power, longer life and 
easy installation 
without modifications. 
Accept no substitutes 
— ask for YUASA. 


YUASA BATTERY (AMERICA), INC. 
P.O. Box 2905, Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 90670 Tel. (213) 698-2275 
100 CIRCLE NO. 50 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 
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HONDA: SUZUKI 





Mallory Park is a tough course because 
there is absolutely no relaxation for the 
rider. He is always either in a corner or in 
transition from one to another. The fa- 
mous Gerrards Bend is one that seems 
never to end—a right with a complex line 
through pavement changes and bumps. 
Just when the rider is sure it’s time to open 
up, there is still more of the same ahead. 
There is a short dash along the margin of 
the infield pond, then another right with a 
nasty dip just where right turns again to 
left, then an uphill drag-race to a true 
dead-stop hairpin (the one where Paul 
Smart lost a brake pipe and fractured his 
legs a year ago). Back down the hill, then 
a left dogleg whose best line takes you 
across chatter-inducing ripples, and fi- 
nally the pit straight, back to the start. 
Even a good-handling machine, we were 
told, becomes a monster at Mallory. 


Yet here again the Yamahas of Roberts 
and Baker demonstrated their versatility. 
Barry Sheene on Suzuki extracted one 
win by the hardest work, and Roberts’ 
fans were able to dismiss the Brands 
defeats as an off-day as when he won the 
second heat. It’s a lot to expect that 
foreign riders, on machines calibrated for 
Daytona-type competition, should come 
to these English tracks and erase the 
opposition totally. Barry prevented such a 
complete anomaly, but the OW-31 revolu- 
tion is only that far from perfection. 


At Mallory the Yamahas did do alarming 
things. Roberts got out of shape repeat- 
edly going into Gerrards, and both OWs 
twitched through the worst of the dips and 
bumps, but the facts were clear. Yamaha 
has achieved a balanced maturity of de- 
sign in the difficult 750 category that no 
one else has yet approached. They are 
not winning on riders alone though they 
have many of the best. They aren't letting 
horsepower do all the work though they 
have a surplus. And they certainly aren't 
winning on handling alone (just try that, 
anyone!) though theirs is outstanding. It 
makes their competition tired just to look 
at them. 

Out of the hairpin, where the Kawasakis 
and Suzukis were wheelstanding, the flat- 
ter torque of the Yamahas was super- 
evident, giving fast, smooth getaways, 
wasting little rider concentration on throt- 
tle control. While their competition has 
had to use longer than optimum wheel- 
bases to keep front wheels down and 
damp out oscillations, Yamaha can get 
away with the short 500 GP chassis and its 
250-like quick steering. 


Still, maybe not all is well within the OW- 
31 inner circle. The Yamaha planners in 
Japan no longer have to depend on any 
one rider to carry their banner. They see 
that the name of Barry Sheene is said 
louder and more often than the name of 
his machine, Suzuki. The public identifies 
with the man, and there is less publicity for 
the machine. 

Yamaha wants to create sales, not he- 

(Continued on page 104) 
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Be quick. Act fast. Join 
now. We have good jobs for 
high school graduates. But 
remember, there are several 
million of you, and only a few 
thousand openings in the 
Corps. So now is the time 
to act. If you've got the 





D 


qualifications, you can even 
sign up for a guaranteed 
program today, and not begin 
training for up to six months. 





Go Regular. If you qualify, we 
can guarantee you training in 
exciting fields like aviation 
technology, aircraft mainte- 
nance/ordnance, mechanical/ 
electrical, motor transport, 
radio communications, 

and more. 

Go Reserve. You could get 
the same kind of exciting 





training, and then return to 
hometown service one week- 
end a month and summer 
duty two weeks each year. It's 
a great part-time job with 
full-time pride. 






for a high school graduate 
to join the Marines. 


Whichever way you go, 
get to us early, before 
our quotas fill up. 

And remember this: It 
won't be easy. We are the 
Marines. An elite force. Our 
ranks are small, and we intend 
to stay that way. Were not 
looking for everybody. Just a 
few good men with ambition, 


Ie : 
"y > 





energy, determination. And 
brains. Men who'll make 
good Marines. 

For more information mail 
the card or call 800-423-2600, 
toll free. 





AD 








Announcing the NEW STANDARD in Stereo Testing! 


- Get the All-New Model SR12 STEREO TEST RECORD 


The most complete...most sophisticated... most versatile 


- Test Disc available today... 





Who Needs the 
New Model SR12? 


If you’ve read this far, 
you do. Whether you’re 
an avid audiophile 
who'll settle for nothing 
but peak performance 
from his stereo com- 
ponents . . . a casual 
listener who'd like more 
insight into the chal- 
lenging world of stereo 
reproduction... or a 
professional technician 
who needs precise 
standards for lab test- 
ing . . . the new MODEL 
SR12 will be the most 
important disc in your 
entire collection. 





You’ll make these important stereo checks BY 
EAR... (no test instruments of any kind required ) 


Frequency response—a direct warble-tone check of nineteen 
sections of the frequency spectrum, from 20 to 20,840 Hz, which 
will pinpoint any frequency response defects in your system. 


Separation—an ingenious test which indicates whether you have 
adequate separation for good stereo. 


Cartridge tracking—the most sophisticated tests ever devised 
for checking the performance of your cartridge, stylus and 
tone arm. 


Channel balance—two broad-band, random-noise signals which 
permit you to eliminate any imbalances originating in cartridge, 
amplifier, speakers or rcom acoustics. 


Hum and rumble—foolproof tests that help you evaluate the 
actual audible levels of rumble and hum in your system. 


Flutter—a sensitive “musical” test to check whether your turn- 
table’s flutter is low, moderate, or high. 
9 Cartridge and Speaker Phasing 9 Anti- Skating 
Adjustment € “Gun Shot Test" for Stereo Spread e 
Multi-purpose Musician's "A" e Equal-tempered Chromatic 
Octave 9 Guitar-tuning Tones. 


Don't waste another minute on less-than-perfect 
stereo——Order Your Model SR12 Stereo Test 
Record NOW! 


Consider the hundreds—even thousands—you've spent on your set- 
up and you'll agree $5.98 is a small price to pay for the most valuable 
performance tool ever made. So to be sure your order is promptly 
filled from the supply available, mail the coupon at right with your 
remittance .. . today! 


CHARGE YOUR ORDER TO YOUR AMERICAN 
EXPRESS, BANKAMERICARD, MASTER m D 
CHARGE OR DINERS CLUB ACCOUNT. " 








For Just $5998! 


s Rc Siero Reviews — P 
STEREO TEST 
. RECORD | 
FOR HOME AND LABORATORY ve 


A FIGHLY EFFECTIVE AND ACCURATE TOOL 
FORMS ING UP, AD JUSTIN, AND: 
£V511JATINOG STEREO SYSTEMS 










Like its predecessor Model 211, 
MODEL SR12 has been pro- 
duced by Stereo Review Maga- 
zine (formerly HiFi/Stereo Re- 
view) as a labor of love — by 
music lovers ...for music lovers 
who want immediate answers to 
questions about the perform- 
ance of their stereo systems and 
how to get the best possible 
sound reproduction. 


Now greatly expanded and up- 
dated with the most modern 
engineering techniques, MODEL 
SR12 is the most complete test 
record of its kind — containing 
the widest range of checks ever 
included on one test disc. An 
ear-opener for every serious 
listener! 





AND, for the ultimate in stereo 
testing, 7 critical TEST EQUIPMENT checks... 


Attention professionals: Stereo Review's new Model SR12 Stereo Test 
Record is also designed to be used as a highly efficient design and 
measurement tool. In the following tests, recorded levels, frequencies, 
etc. have been controlled to laboratory toierances—affording accurate 
numerical evaluation when used with oscilloscope, chart recorder, out- 
put meter, intermodulation-distortion meter and flutter meter. 

e 1,000-Hz square waves to test transient and high-frequency response 

of phono pickups. 


500 to 20,000 Hz frequency-response sweep. 

Sine-wave tone-bursts to test transient response of pickup. 
Intermodulation test using simultaneous 400-Hz and 4,000-Hz signals. 
Intermodulation sweep to show distortion caused by excessive res- 
onances in tone arm and cartridge. 

€ 1,000-Hz reference tones to determine groove velocity. 

e 3,000-Hz tone for flutter and speed tests. 

Sample waveforms—illustrating both accurate and faulty responses are 


provided in the Instruction Manual for comparison with the patterns 
appearing on your own oscilloscope screen. 


FREE Instruction Manual Includes Detailed 
Instructions, Charts, Tables and Diagrams. 


Nothing is left to chance . . . or misinterpretation. Every segment of 
every band is fully, clearly, graphically explained. You'll know exactly 
what responses to listen for in each test. Which sounds and patterns 
indicate accurate performance . . . which ones spell trouble . . . as well 
as the cause of trouble and precise corrective measures to follow 
and help you pinpoint, analyze and cure your stereo headaches! 
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[| Ziff-Davis Service Division, Dept. R, 595 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10012. [| 
I c Please send the SR12 Stereo Test Record @ $5.98, postpaid [| 
($8 outside U.S.A.). 
|| [] Enclosed is WW. (Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., II., Mich., Mo., [| 
[| N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax.) || 
(J CHARGE: [Q BankAmericard C Master Charge i 
[| L] American Express [] Diners Club i 
B Account # Exp; Datë zumm 
B Master Charge Interbank #. (4 numbers over your name) | 
B Signature . | 
B Print Name [| 
] Address L| 
B City State Zip [| 
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An absorbing story. Two shock 
mounting positions and three-way 
adjustable shock absorbers give 
you six ways to set up your rear 
suspension. 


Hit the Road Toad! This street legal Á } 
trail bike features a 45 watt lighting system 2 O 
including a class A tail light, turn signals, SA 
DC emergency lighting switch, horn switch, IA 
indicator lights (for high beam, turn signals, and 
neutral) and an electronic voltage 
regulator to increase bulb 
and battery life. 


























Getting there is half the fun, 
but getting back is the other half. That’s 
why the Road Toad offers a 2.8 gallon tank, bigger 
by far than the “big four” we’re so happy 
to compare ourselves with. 


If you aren’t convinced yet, 
how about these other 
Road Toad exclusives: 
Rubber mud flaps, enduro 
speedometer, braced chain % 
guide, DAIDO chain, 

rim locks front and rear, 
competition chassis, 

35" MX type bars, enduro 
tool box, and stylish 

black engine, hubs and 
handle bars. 







What’s new? 
The Hodaka 98 cc “C” engine, 
with automatic oil injection. The primary 
kick starter lets you start in any gear. 
The 26 mm Mikuni racing carb is larger 
than any of the "big four" 100's. 
And the Alumiferric cylinder gives excellent 
cooling, high performance and 
low weight. Here's a neat trick. 
The brake rod centers at the 
swing arm pivot and works like 
a full floating rear brake to prevent 
rear wheel hop. (This Toad stays 
on the ground better than your 
traditional toad.) 








Little things mean a lot. 
But big things mean even more. 
The Road Toad's heavy-duty 
9-gauge spokes are a size 
bigger than comparable 

"big four" cycles. 


The conical front hub is usually 
found only on all out competition bikes. 
And the Road Toad. Why? It gives you less 
unsprung weight and better braking. 
So even if you only compete 
with yourself, you're a winner. 


Have we got you yet? 
O.K. here's our last trick. 
Come in and fire up a Road Toad. 
Now we've got ya! Call for the 
name and address of your 
nearest Hodaka dealer, 
FREE PHONE CALL 
800-547-8120. Or check the 
Yellow Pages or write: 
PABATCO, Box 327; 
Athena, Oregon 97813. 
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In any field there can be 
but a single #1. When it 
comes to motorcycle 
wheels, MORRIS MAGS 
are that #1. 


If you’re ready to move up to 
mag wheels for your motor- \ 
cycle, you owe it to yourself to 
find out about the most famous 
motorcycle wheels in the world! 
The #1 MORRIS MAGS. 


The more you know about 
wheels, the more you'll want 
MORRIS MAGS. 


Morris Mags are available for 
most major motorcycles. 
Accept No Substitutes! 








For detailed information call or 
write for free literature. 


MORRIS 
MAGS 


Morris Industries, Dept. c-g 
3853 South Main Street 
Santa Ana, Ca. 92707 
(714) 540-5206 
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Mulholland Honda SS Shocks add a new dimension of riding control and 
comfort specially for the big bikes and specially for the new Honda GL-1000. 


Problems such as treeway bounce, high speed wobbling, excessive chatter, 
braking control loss, preloading to accommodate additional equipment or 
passenger weight and the ever changing highway riding conditions are easily 
solved with Mulhollands SS Honda components. 


Honda SS street shocks have a complete 
assortment of black or chrome springs. 


Mulholland gives you the choice. 


II MW. 
Mulholland. — 


For information on Interpart's complete line of P.O. Box 390, Gardena, California 90247 


motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. C—4 
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ONLY ONE ...... Continued from page 100 


roes. With Roberts, Baker, Cecotto, Kan- 
aya and Agostini there is no need to 
depend on any one man for results. 
Yamaha can even exert a certain influ- 
ence in the matter because horsepower is 
clearly coming from Japan now, not from 
individual wizards in the West. If the Jap- 
anese call the tune, the riders must dance 
to it. If, just for example, a certain new pipe 
or cylinder porting is developed, there 
might not be enough to go around at first. 
Who will get the first set? A rider who has 
had plenty of publicity already, or one less 
well-known, but still fully capable of win- 
ning? These thoughts were occurring to 
everyone who watched the ease with 
which Baker motored Roberts at Brands, 
and those thoughts became more certain 
with the rumored coolness existing be- 
tween Yamaha of Japan and the racing 
group at Yamaha International. 

Oulton Park, the day after Mallory, un- 
derscored again all the superlatives about 
Yamaha, and established Steve Baker as 
the man of the series. Ken Roberts in 
unavailing efforts to match Baker's pace 
had uncharacteristically fallen off twice, 
finally scraping up his elbow and burning 
up his motorcycle. 

Throughout the series the contrast be- 
tween Baker and Roberts had been star- 
tling. Roberts was serious, intent, almost 
withdrawn, seeming to focus himself on 
the task. Baker arrived at the circuits 
smiling and cheerful, as if he had just 
roled up to a club meeting for a light- 
hearted trophy dash. Roberts had been 
unhappy at Daytona and unhappy at Im- 
ola. Now there was no joy for him at the 
Match Races. He had tried hard—hard 
enough even to crash. What more is 
there? The team of Roberts and Car- 
ruthers is a tough one, and has come up 
with the answers before. But if Yamaha's 
racing department is now truly aroused to 
that same energy that drove Honda into 
retirement in the 1960s, it will be very hard 
for any of their "contract men" to improve 
on the factory's work. 

Throughout all this, despite the star 
performances by the two Americans up 
front, the British riders had solidly filled the 
best of the midfield positions. Their points 
total had mounted to a winning edge after 
Mallory, and was made all the fatter by 
Roberts’ crash in the last Oulton heat. The 
Match Race trophy has returned to En- 
gland once again. 

There was drama farther back, too, as 
Barry Sheene, working his heavy Suzuki 
to its limits, lost traction, was thrown from 
his machine, yet held stubbornly to the 
bars. Unwilling to quit, perhaps knowing 
that a crash now, with the long pins still in 
place in his legs, would mean irreparable 
damage, he "waterskiied" alongside his 
bike through two turns before summoning 
the strength to leap aboard again and 
continue safely to the finish. Did he retire 
to the corporate motorhome, bathed in 

CYCLE 


INSIST ON 


FUNCTION 
AND 


BEAUTY 


Jardine’s 
Universal 
Replacement 
Mufflers 


ADDS A GREAT SOUND 
SAVES DOLLARS 
IMPROVES STYLING 
SAVES WEIGHT 
SAVES BULK 


90 DAY 
GUARANTEE 
ON MATERIAL 


AND WORKMANSHIP 


Send $2.00 
for the 1976 
catalog and 
color decal 


For T-Shirt 
send $4.50 
state size; 


California residents add 6% Sales Tax 


ardine 
HEADERS 


7142 Belgrave 
Garden Grove, CA 92641 
( 714 ) 893-7594 
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sweat, shaken and palsied? Not likely. 
Called to the line for the 500 support race, 
he threw a leg over his 100 bhp square- 
four and went out and won. Incredible. 

The Kawasaki people in England still 

have reason for optimism. There are, you 
see, no OW-31s native to Britain, and 
Grant and Ditchburn have won races and 
set records on their green machines. The 
English Yamaha importer is strictly busi- 
ness, for all racing is handled from corpo- 
rate headquarters in Amsterdam. Until 
Yamaha gets serious about cleaning out 
the opposition, England remains safe for 
Kawasakis, Suzukis, and the privateers. 
' Gary Nixon, bothered with handling, 
engine water leaks and other an- 
noyances, finished all six events in mid- 
field. Kawasaki's present KR-750 is rea- 
sonably fast and durable, and would have 
been an outstanding design three years 
ago. At Daytona and in Venezuela, Gary 
outlasted all but one of the new Yamahas 
(what really happened in Venezuela?) but 
at Yamaha's R & D pace, it's useless to 
count on their doing as poorly again. It 
seems that Kawasaki has readjusted their 
ambitions. When the Yamaha TZ-750A 
arrived, Kawasaki largely disappeared 
from the results. Perhaps Kawasaki is now 
content merely to stay ahead of the pri- 
vateers. Continued membership in the 
factory club, and not winning outright, is 
the new ambition. Anyone who races se- 
riously will tell you that in this business, 
you either win, or you lose. 

You must understand that there is noth- 
ing unfair or improper in what Yamaha 
has done in building the OW-31. They 
have simply made the preparations that 
everyone in racing wishes they could 
make. Yamaha keeps their racing people 
in the racing department. The same man 
has designed all their racing engines, so 
he is a specialist. He is also very, very 
good. He has no fear that he will be 
reassigned to gas turbines or to the bas- 
soon lab. Yamaha high management real- 
izes—as no others seem to—that racing 
engine design is not a task for engineering 
graduates with good grades and zero 
experience. They know that the hands-on 
people are irreplaceable. 

Now what? Are 750s too fast? Too spe- 
cialized, too far from reality? In the United 
States, with our reduced schedule of pro- 
fessional road races, we are marking time. 
A new formula is in gestation, a change if 
only for its own sake. The AMA wants to 
broaden the appeal of road racing, both 
for the spectators and for the manufac- 
turers. What company do you think al- 
ready has the most contingency plans for 
possible 500s, 350s, or whatever else the 
new rules may call out? In whose design 
offices are the draftsmen poised, pencils 
atthe ready, waiting for the decision? And 
perhaps in other offices, in other com- 
panies, designers are waiting to see what 
Yamaha will do, and then decide. 

Meanwhile we are building and rebuild- 
ing what we have, hoping the Yamahas 
will break and knowing that they won't. © 





“inside and out — 


Know how to tune it . to fix it . to rebuild 
it yourself. The TOTAI SERVICE MANUAL. for 
your bike will show you how to do everything 
from a minor adjustment to a major overhaul. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS : 
ficial factory workshop manuals. 


Clear and easy to iollow, yet complete ; 
gh even for professional use. You 
t information plus hundreds of the 
bes pictures, diagrams, and specification tables. 


TOTAL SERVICE MANUALS 


AJS & MAfCHLESS singles 57-66 all 250, 350. 500 mdls $4.95) 

1 AJS & MATCHLESS twins 55-65 all 500, 600. 650 mdls Be 95 

1 BMW 55-75 all 500. 650. 750. 900 models 50 
727 BRIDGESTONE singles. twins all 50. 60, 90. 175 models 3 ‘50 
7 BSA singles 58-72 covers 250. 350, 440. 500 models . $6.95, 


BSA twins 47-62 covers A7. A10 all 500. 650 models 
BSA twins 62-73 covers all 500 models 

BSA twins 63-76 covers 650cc models 

BULTACO thru 75. 125, 175, 200. 250 models 

CZ 69-74 covers 125, 175 models 

CZ 69-74 covers 250. 400 single exhaust models 


DKW, PENTON 68-74 with 100. 125 Sachs engines 
DUCATI singles thru 74 all 160. 250. 350. 450 models 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON singles 47-72 2-stroke, Sprint 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON twins 59-75 all Glide models 

7 HARLEY-DAVIDSON twins 59-75 Sportster models 
HODAKA 64-75 covers all models 90 to 125cc 


HONDA CR, MT 73-74 covers 125, 250, Elsinore models He E 
HONDA singles 63-74 all 50. 65. 70. 90 models 

HONDA singles 70-74 all 100. 125. CO. CL. SL. TL models $e 30 
HONDA XL singles 72-75 all 70. 100. 125, 175, 250. 350 .95| 
HONDA twins 64-76 all 125. 160, 175, 200. 250. 350 

HONDA twins 62-68 250. 305, C. CB. CL. CS models 


HONDA twins 68-75 350. CB. CL. SL. K models 
HONDA twins 65-74 450 models 

HONDA fours 72-76 350. 500, 550 models 
HONDA four 69-76 covers 750 models 


79 HUSQVARNA 66-75 125, 250. 360, 400. 450 models 
KAWASAKI singles 66, 76 all 90 to 350 models 
KAWASAKI triples 69-76 all 250 to n models 
KAWASAKI fours 73-74 covers 900 Z 
LAMBRETTA motor scooter 52-70 all TA 
MAICO 68-75 250. 360. 400. 450. 501 models 


MOTO GUZZI 66-73 all V700. V750, V850 models . 
NORTON twins 61-75 for 750. 850cc models 

194 OSSA 71-76 covers 125. 175. 250 models 
SUZUKI singles 64-76 all 50 to 400 models 
SUZUKI twins 64-75 all 125 to 500 models 


SUZUKI triples 72-75 380-550-750cc models 
TRIMPH:twins 58-62 covers 350. 500 models 
TRIUMPH twins 63-74 covers 500. 650. 750 models 
TRIUMPH triples 69-74 covers 750 Trident 
VELOCETTE singles. twins 36-65 


YAMAHA Enduro, Motocross 68-74 90-500cc 
YAMAHA singles 63-74 2-stroke 50 to 100 models 
YAMAHA twins 66-75 for all 90-200cc models 
YAMAHA twins 65-75 for all 250-350cc models 
YAMAHA twins 70-74 covers 650cc models .. 
YAMAHA 4-stroke 70-74 all 500-750 models 








MOTORCYCLE ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 
MOTORCYCLE CARBURETORS theory & service $6.95 
MOTORCYCLE TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE take one along $5.95 
MOTORCYCLE REPAIR ENCYCLOPEDIA for all bikes $8.95 
4 MOTORCYCLE FLAT RATE MANUAL for all bikes -9 
TUNING FOR PERFORMANCE how to get more & better $5.95) 
TWO STROKE TUNER'S HANDBOOK tood for all bikes. $5.00 
9 BOONIE BOOK fine points of off raod riding $5.95) 
HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS methods of top professional $5.95 


CARBOOKS DIV. 181 Glen Ave. 

E.S.Schechter&Co. SeaCliff, NY. 11579 

Books shipped throughout U.S.A., Canada Y57 
ORDER BY BOOK NUMBER ONLY 
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O l enclose full payment $ 
O Charge my BankAmericard 
Acc. = 





Add $1 shipping 
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Address 
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States Zip 


[j Send FREE catalog 
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WARRARTY ..... Continued from page 50 








buyer is given a one-month extension for 
a purchase in the months of August or 
January, two months during September 
and December and three months in Oc- 
tober and November. The mileage limit 
is not extended—only time. Honda’s 
warranty is not transferable and is valid 
with the original buyer only. 

Kawasaki's warranty package covers 
time only. There is no mileage restric- 
tion. The big-K is more lenient and flexi- 
ble regarding installation of non-factory 
accessories, but restrictions may apply 
in some cases. Kawasaki offers warranty 
extensions to their customers similar to 
Sears' service extensions on their ap- 
pliances. (2) The customer may pur- 
chase a three-month extension for $25 
or a six-month add-on for $40. Again, 
there is no mileage limit. Their warranty 
policies are transferable to future 
owners, but are retroactive to the origi- 


shelby -dowd 


Sure, the 
Shelby-Dowd Day- 
tona cast wheel 
eliminates spoke | 
maintenance, eases | 
cleaning, reduces 
a bike's weight, 
accepts tubeless 
tires, is stronger and 
more rigid than a spoke ` 

wheel, doesn’t flex at 
| speed, adapts to stock single 
or dual front brakes, and utilizes a rear disc 
brake. All cast wheels should have these qualities. 
But Carroll Shelby’s Daytona wheel goes two 
steps better over other cast wheels. 


It Costs Less...and...Looks The Best 


Wheel prices begin at less than $85.00 each and when needed, the Hurst/Airheart rear disc 
brake conversion package is offered at under $150.00. Current production models are available 




























for large bore Honda and Kawasaki motorcycles and are available in stock rim sizes and 16” x 3” 
rear. Most wheels are engineered for use with all the bike's stock bearings, spacers, axles, and 
other components. Where changes are required, Shelby-Dowd supplies all additional items needed 
for easy installation, Write or call now for further free information. 


Inquiries Invited 








nal date of purchase. 

Suzuki offers a short- and long-range 
combination policy. The full coverage 
part is good for the first six months or 
4000 miles and covers the entire motor- 


cycle. (3) Suzuki extends warranty to the 
cylinderhead, block, engine internals, 
transmission (excluding clutch plates), 
seals and oil pump for 12 months or 


SHELBY—DOWD INDUSTRIES, INC. 
19021 So. Figueroa Street 

Gardena, California 90248 

(213) 538-2914 


All products available direct from factory. 
Master Charge and Bank Americard accepted. 
Other orders prepaid or C.O.D. All orders 
F.O.B. Gardena, California. 
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Specially for Kawasaki 


Take a tip from the Kawasaki factory experts — when they outfitted the 
ultimate trick bike, the Z-1 LTD Special, the finest components on the 
market were selected. So naturally they picked Mulholland SS Shocks to 
add a new dimension of riding control and comfort. Mulholland SS Shocks 
are available for all Kawasaki street models, therefore this same comfort 
and control can be added to your bike . . . if you already own a Z-1 LTD 
Special . . . enjoy a ride on us. 


IIM.. 


For information on.Interpart's complete line of 
motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. C—4 


P.O. Box 390, Gardena, California 90247 
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12,000 miles. All recommended service 
checks must be done by an authorized 
Suzuki dealer to keep the warranty valid. 
(4) Warranty is transferable to a dealer 
for re-sale of the motorcycle only; it is 
not transferable between private parties. 

Yamaha’s warranty does not require 
dealer servicing to maintain policy 
coverage, but the distributor highly rec- 
ommends their authorized dealer main- 
tenance program to be assured to full 
coverage. Their policies are transferable 
between private owners and are retroac- 
tive to date of original purchase. 

None of the warranty policies covers 
transportation expenses to the dealer- 
ship for warranty. Down-time and loss- 
of-use time are also not the respon- 
sibility of the manufacturers. Honda, Ka- 
wasaki and Yamaha warranty work 
orders have a carbon copy which is 
designated for the customer. Suzuki 
work order copies should be available 
upon request. In the event that a nearby 
dealer cannot be located or there are 
problems encountered with the dealer 
regarding warranty or clarification of 
warranty coverage, each manufac- 
turer’s distributor has a customer rela- 
tions department which can be 
contacted by the owner. 

Warranty is a multi-level responsibility 
running from the manufacturer to the 
distributor to the dealer to the pur- 
chaser. The warranty concept is simple 
but its smooth execution is complex. But 
for the most part, motorcycle warranties 
work, and provide owners with early-on 
insurance against product failure. e 
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Continued from page 60 


motocross frame. At the last minute Carl 
acquired a new 125cc MC5. Even after 
finding out that the class limit would be 
175cc’s, Carl decided to go with the new 
125. He was confident the smaller bike 
could do the job. 

Pre-running the course gave Carl a 
startling experience. The 125 wouldn't 
climb over the hills even in the easy sec- 
tion. Team Preparation borrowed a brand 
new 175cc Penton enduro from Cycle 
staffer Dale Boller. They planned to install 
the larger engine in the MC 5. The trans- 
plant took place in a trailer camp with both 
bikes perched atop a park bench. After 
grinding and filing and appropriately mix- 
ing the enduro and motocross parts, the 
swap was complete—with one exception. 
Neither pipe would fit. 

The hodgepodge concoction of Team 
Preparation was whisked off to Casey 
Folks' shop and Eric manufactured a pipe 
from chunks from the exhaust systems of 
the MC 5, the enduro and assorted other 
bits-and-pieces. The afternoon before the 
race this hybrid machine was fired up for 
the first time. As usual, neither Carl or Eric 
had been around the entire course. 

Team Preparation never lost the lead, 
but their ride was not uneventful. Follow- 
ing their no-system system, TP had to 
scrounge up pit crews the night before the 
race. The crew was pumping fuel from a 
55-gallon drum. On the last loop, Eric left 
with a bottom-of-the-barrel fill-up. A quar- 
ter mile from the pit the Penton blubbered 
to a halt. When Eric removed the spark 
plug he found it soaked with water. A 
nearby spectator rode back to the pit for a 
can of good gas. In the meantime, Eric 
had removed the tank, gas line and float 
bowl and drained them of the fuel/water 
mixture. A half-hour later the TP bike was 
again on its way to the class win and off- 
roading's first Grand Slam. 

Old cross-country racers never seem to 
die. Usually they slip into single seat bug- 
gies for the Baja-type races. About one- 
third of the car people racing off-road are 
ex-motorcycle racers and the majority of 
four-wheel winners are former bikers. For 
the Mint, a special old-timers class was 
established for the over-38 crowd. Dick 
Vick, Niles Ussery, Smoke Bomb Gaetz, 
Art Knapp and Ron Sloan entered and 
were, overall, not far off the times posted 
by the open-class riders. Bill Putnam and 
Art Knapp reeled in the win and recorded 
the fifth best overall time. 

According to K. J. Howe, the future of 
next year's Mint 400 motorcycle race is 
again in question. While Purdy, Folks and 
Maze may have had problems, they did 
meet the requirements of the Mint Hotel: 
more than 100 entries, a separate course, 
and a purse drawn from entry fees. The 
Mint Hotel's contribution hardly extended 
beyond the use of its name, but even that 
is in danger of being withdrawn. In Las 
Vegas, unless the odds are with the house 
the game just doesn't get played. © 
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THE SILENT SOUND 
OF PERFORMANCE 
FROM S & S HEADERS. 










Ji; \ SLIP-ON 
; ; REPLACEMENT 
MUFFLERS 


Special "chamberized'", 
lightweight, mufflers that fit 
popular 4 stroke Honda's 
and Kawasaki's. Designed to 
increase performance and 
mileage . . . and still be street 
legal. Available in both flared 
and turn-out, show-chrome 
tips. 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE POPULAR 
FLARED TIP 


COMPLETE 
EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS 


New, lightweight 
S & S Headers and 
Mufflers are excellent 
performing systems, they 
have increased ground 
clearance and the silent 
sound of power. 

Deep, show-chrome à 
systems that are easy to i 
install and . . . they fit! NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE NEW KAWASAKI KZ-400 

Exhaust systems and mufflers from S & S Headers show the pride 
of workmanship, superior materials and show-chrome finishing that 
your bike deserves. 

Complete selection of 4 into 1, 4 into 2 systems for popular 4 
stroke Honda's and Kawasaki's. Isn't it time for you to enjoy the 
improved performance available from S & S Headers? 


Send 754 for complete catalog. 


CS LCS) HEADERS 
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3430 W. Carriage 
Santa Ana, Ca. 92704 
(714) 546-8635 
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“1 USE GUNK CY CC€ 
PRODUCTS” 





"| race dirt bikes and 
I need performance 
to win. GUNK CYCLE 
products give me the 
winning edge. For all 
bikers who won't 
settle for less than 
the best in cycle 
products, I 
recommend GUNK!” 


(GUNK) 


GUNK MEANS 
PERFORMANCE! 













DEMPSEY & STANLEY, INC. 
Forest Park, Illinois 60130 


Serving the Midwest and Southwest J 
GUNK LABORATORIES, INC. RADIATOR SPECIALTY CO. pees 
5829 W. 66th St. Charlotte, N. C. 28237 2 
Chicago, Illinois 60638 Serving East, Southeast and Far West 
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Specially for Harley 


When your cruising your big Harley on those back roads, or just riding along 
the highways, Mulholland is thinking of your comfort and safety. 


The special Mulholland Harley shocks are pre-tuned with the same three-stage 
valving and dampening characteristics as the SS Mulholland road racing shocks 
used by the experts, like National Champion Gary Scott. 


Special shocks and chrome springs are available for H.D. FXE 1200, 
FX 1200, FLH 1200, XL 1000, XLCH 1000: M ERE 


Think suspension . . . ride with Mulholland: 


II. 


[2] 
P.O.. Box 390, Gardena, California 90247 


For information on Interpart's complete line of 
motorcycle products, send $2.00 to Dept. C—4 
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Continued from page 82 


They do use a YZ crankcase, but plug the 
existing stud holes and heli-arc more alu- 
minum around the cylinder flange surface 
to hold more widely spaced studs. We are 
told that the cases house a standard, 
current-model YZ transmission, and a 
crank that’s stock except for having silver- 
cage racing bearings. The water pump is 
carried in a special side cover, which also 
houses the clutch, and driven from the 
crank mainshaft through a right-angle, 
spiral-cut pair of reduction gears. There’s 
a special timing-side cover, too, enclosing 
the CDI magneto’s energizing and trigger- 
ing coils. The external ignition hardware 
does not appear to be the same as on the 
YZ125, but then the OW-27 doesn’t seem 
to share much of anything with the show- 
room model other than engine cases and 
wheel hubs. 

Some of the YZ125/OW-27 weight dif- 
ferential is in their cylinders. The air- 
cooled YZ cylinder has a thickish cast- 
iron liner; the OW-27 cylinder is all in 
aluminum alloy with a chromed bore. 
Yamaha hasn’t given the OW-27 cylinder 
any extra ports—it’s like one from any of 
Yamaha's off-road singles—but the ports’ 
sizes are very different. The transfer ports 
in particular are markedly higher than 
those in a YZ125 cylinder, the exhaust 
port wider, and the reed-cage cavity looks 
much larger—though it draws mixture 
from a YZ-size 34mm Mikuni carburetor. 

Except for the water jacketing, the OW- 
27 cylinder head is not much different 
from that of any other Yamaha. The com- 
bustion chamber is part-spherical, and 
surrounded by a squish band that oc- 
cupies a little less than half the bore area. 
A silicon-rubber sealing ring set into a 
groove around the cylinder bore bears 
against the underside of the cylinder head 
to hold gas pressure; a similar ring and 
groove around the head’s perimeter forms 
a water seal. Hollow dowels give the head 
precise location over the bore, and there 
are two small cap screws reaching down 
through the dowels to provide mid-dis- 
tance hold-down points between the 
widely-spaced main cylinder studs. 

We have a hunch that none of the OW- 
27 engine’s top-end hardware would look 
at all unfamiliar to those who maintain the 
TZ500 Grand Prix machines Yamaha 
fields in European road races. We think 
the OW-27 cylinder and head have effec- 
tively been lifted right off one end of 
Yamaha’s GP four. That thought came to 
us while we were snooping around in 
Yamaha International’s racing depart- 
ment, we asked the mechanics about it, 
and while they wouldn't confirm what we 
suspected there were no denials. 

The OW-27's trick-stuff hardware is not 
confined to its engine and cooling system. 
For one thing, the bike is built on a frame 
made of small-diameter tubing that has to 
be pounds lighter than a standard YZ 
frame. And there are numerous little 
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things to capture one’s notice, like the 
special and highly convoluted fiberglass 
aircleaner box, and bronze bearing inside 
the brake pedal pivot. The fork tubes are 
long enough to extend well above the top 
fork bridge, to provide the space required 
for ultra-long and soft coil springs, and the 
tubes are knurled at their upper ends to 
keep them from slipping under the worst 


JE Cycle Sleeper 
| Sleeps Two 


| Cycle Sleeper brings bikers a new 
| dimension in tourig freedom. You 
can tour and camp in comfort that 
bikers didn't know about before 






kind of pounding. 

Some of the OW-27's suspension com- 
ponents tell you, in the most definite way, 
that Yamaha is willing to spend money on 
racing. The long fork sliders are machined 
down from large-diameter aluminum bars 
instead of having the lugs for the forward- 
offset axle and the brake-stay added out- 
side lengths of tubing. Also, the OW-27 
has a Monoshock strut unlike anything 
you'l see on a YZ-series bike. It's all 
aluminum, gives 10.5-inches of wheel 
travel, and is charged with nitrogen only to 
about 150 psi, roughly half the pressure 
used in a standard unit. Because the 
Monoshock Yamahas rely on gas pres- 
sure to provide a large measure of the rear 
suspension's springing, and the OW-27's 
special strut is charged at a pressure 
lower than normal, it is fitted with a second 
reverse-wound coil spring inside the first. 
But the feature that really sets the OW-27 
Monoshock unit apart is its damper valv- 
ing. All suspension dampers tend to be- 
come less effective as rising temperature 
thins their working fluid, and engineers 
have for years been searching for lubricat- 
ing fluids that do not lose viscosity with 
temperature increases. That magic fluid 
continues to elude us, but Yamaha has 
compensated for temperature-related vis- 
cosity shifts by including a thermostatic 
control in the OW-27's Monoshock 
damper. When the suspension unit gets 
hot, and the working fluid (a thin oil) 
begins to take on the viscosity of water, 
the thermostat automatically tightens the 
valving and that holds the damping more 
or less constant. This basic idea did not 
originate at Yamaha; they do seem to be 
first in applying it to motorcycles. 

There's a question implicit in the mere 
fact of OW-27's existence: will it reach 
production, even in limited numbers? No- 
body we talked to about the machine 
could say, but you certainly couldn't rule 
out the possibility. Ten years ago people 
would have hooted at any suggestion that 
Yamaha might someday produce and 
offer for sale a four-cylinder, water- 
cooled, six-speed, triple-disc road racing 
motorcycle. America's asphalt tracks are 
now awash in TZ750s, and everyone ex- 
pects that the present Yamaha Team OW- 
31—a smaller, lighter and more powerful 
version of the TZ four—will be made avail- 
able to privateers sometime soon. With so 
much evidence of Yamaha's willingness 


'to build intricate, technically advanced 


racing motorcycles for over-the-counter 
sales all around us, it does seem that there 
must surely be a water-cooled YZ125 in 
the privateer motocross rider's future. © 


AUGUST 1976 


Cycle Sleeper. 





Write to: 
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reinforced fiberboard, these durable cases are Print N 
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Cases are available for your favorite magazines 


Account # 


Master Charge Interbank 3. 1 1 1 1. 
(4 numbers over your name) 




















Slate Zip. —. 
| Residents of Calif., Col., Fla., I1., Mich., Mo., 
| N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add applicable sales tax. 


to AM-FM RADIO 
LISTEN... wity BICOM INTERCOM 


Already in use world-wide, the BICOM 
INTERCOM now also brings entertain- 
ment to double (and single) riders with a 
new optional AM-FM radio attachment. 
As an intercom, the sound powered 
BICOM offers two-way conversation easily 
and safely—no shouting or taking eyes off 
the road. It uses no battery, operates 
hands free, and fits comfortably under all 
helmets. . 
NOW, an optional AM-FM radio is offered 
which quickly connects into the BICOM 
System, and gives clear reception while 
still operating as an intercom—letting you 
enjoy the ultimate in riding pleasure. 
Editors say: 

ROAD RIDER (Dec. '75): 
: Highly recommended . . . the 
postpaid BICOM really works. 
INTERCOM ONLY RIDER (Apr. '76): The BICOM 

Or does what its maker says it 


Complete system, will do. 
including BICOM BICOM NOW OFFERING 
INTERCOM, portable SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! 


G.E. AM-FM radio ACOUSTICAL SYSTEMS 
à BOX 840, SOQUEL, CAL. 
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attachments 
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(Calif. res. add 696). 
Money back guarantee 











109 









Ride Longer And Like It 


On A Travel Ease 
Water Cushion 


































LETTERS........ Continued from page 6 
Morinis around than Laverda 1000s or 


M.V. Agustas, bikes you have tested re- p 1 FEE uM ji a 


peatedly. 

















The Moto Morini offers a very pleasant EASY DOES IT 
alternative to the plain-Jane 4-strokes and Repair Sluggish Clutch and 
oil-gulping, plug-fouling 2-strokes coming Sticking Throttle Cables 
out of Japan. eem ne Press" ca 

Frederick Patt Exclusive! vobia e ronds 
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There's nothing like it for long range riding comfort. Bethlehem, Pennsylvania POWER “ibe Toot Nia 
Why? No other manufacturer has utilized (then CABLE oy E TN. wet Temporary 
improved on) the unique water bed principle in a RICA E emm m 

bike seat. STUFF . we wi hc Believe 
Eliminates Pressure Points - Hydraulic principle For some months you have run a series That Works gy wc jm 
equalizes support wherever it touches. of fanciful renderings of purported "World on All Cables MEI. wisst || 


Every time 


"New Seat" With Every Shift - Shift your Beaters." However, as any old Harley rider | BENY 


weight. The plastic foam and water adjusts to fit your 
new position like a mold. 

Vibration Stops at the Water - Talk about ‘‘damp- 
ing affect" -- the water isolates you from tiring road 
vibration. 

“His and Hers” Adjustment - Separately adjust- 
able chambers provide individual two-up comfort. 
Highly Recommended - by articles in the follow- 
ing magazines: CYCLE WORLD, Dec. 1975; RIDER, 
Summer 1975; BIG BIKE, Nov. 1975; STREET BIKE, 
July 1975, MOTORCYCLIST, Feb. 1976. 

Fits Most Bikes - Attaches in seconds without 
tools to these 250 through 1000 cc. makes: BMW, 
Honda, Moto Guzzi, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Yamaha, 
Norton, Triumph, Ducati and BSA. 

One Time Investment - The water cushion at- 
taches to existing seat and therefore can be trans- 
ferred from your old bike to your new one. 

Only $29.95. - Send the name and model of your 
bike with a check for $29.95. We will ship your 
TRAVEL EASE WATER CUSHION postpaid within 


48 hours. JMIL Products 


Department C e Box 17808 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 414 / 352-8848 


Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited 


will tell you, mechanical complexity or ppp 200 
exotic materials are not needed to ‘whup | 
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Smoother—Safer Cable 


on' the competition, but rather a speed Operation for All Models 


secret (I have trouble writing in italics). 
What | have to offer is none other than the 
ultimate speed secret; the RAMSEY RAG 
INJECTOR. Having undergone extensive 
testing at Southern California tracks and 
the alley behind my brother's apartment, | li 
believe it provides the competitive edge 
demanded by the American racer. Partic- 
ularly, the inept. 

Its principles are deceptive in their sim- 
plicity; fuel is drawn by gravity down a 
length of precision metering tube (3/16, 
1/4, or 5/16" depending on engine dis- 
placement) and spread over the surface 
of a cheese cloth by the process of diffu- 
sion (pat. pend.). Then as air is drawn 
through the cloth, the fuel is ripped away 
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or Street Il 
Get Your Bike Up! 
Get the Best— | 
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See your DEALER 
Or Write for Free 
Catalogue 
. Try Frog Juice 
's Fun! 
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COMPUTER DESIGNED FOR MAXIMUM 
PERFORMANCE AND RELIABILITY! 


DIRECT 


KAWASAKI 900 — stand 


6 GRINDS e 
; -STREET SPORTSTER 
MODIFIED 
CAMS 
9 
DRAGSTER 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 74 CAMS HONDA 750 


8 GRINDS 4 GRINDS 
KNUCKLE—PAN—SHOVEL 


ANDREWS PRODUCTS, INC. SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOG: 
^. | 9872 FARRAGUT STR. è ROSEMONT, IL. 60018 CAM SPECS —GEARS—COOLERS 
SPROCKETS—CLUTCH SPRINGS 


All Products Warranteed 100% Against COD Phone Orders 31 2/678-401 4 VALVE TRAVEL TOOLS—SHIFT CLUTCHES 
Defects in Materials Or Workmanship. Are OK With Us 
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and, by a design secret known only to me 
and J.C. Whitney, literally SMASHED TO 
ATOMS releasing all the EXPLOSIVE 
POWER and FURIOUS ACCELERATION 
trapped in the gasoline molecules. So you 
can take all your 7 cylinder, 49 valve, 
titanium and carbon filament marvels and 
stuff it. 
Dave Ramsey 
Orange, California 


PRESIDENT JENNINGS 

This is a letter of appreciation for Gor- 
don Jennings. | have been a disciple of 
Mr. Jennings ever since he explained 
human nature to me; that all the people in 
the world can be classified as Mamophiles 
(money lovers) and tediophobes (bore- 
dom haters). When the coil transplant 
articles were published, | fretted over 
whether or not to rip into my feisty but 
aging Ducati. Mr. Jennings’ articles al- 
ways explained things to me, but they 
never actually encouraged me to do 
something with the knowledge | had ac- 
quired. The Duke’s tendency to not start 
and to eat spark plugs previously moti- 
vated me to install a pair of Hurst SCR 
ignition systems. However, even that fix 
left a lot to be desired. 

So for my post-winter rebuild, | decided 
to do something serious and replace the 
silly little Italian coils (for one quarter of the 
SCR bolt-on). Snipping wires and lashing 
up the automotive coils and ballast resis- 
tor took about 2 hours (I work slow and 
sloppy). With a charged-up battery anda 
mighty plunge on the kick start lever, the 
Duke burst into life with a much heartier 
bellow than it had ever managed before. 
One lap around the block and, goodness 
gracious, the thing ran steady as a freight 
train and faster than a speeding bullet! 

| can only encourage anyone who has 
given half a thought to installing automo- 
tive coils to do so post haste. | would also 
encourage Mr. Jennings to use his con- 
siderable analytical talents to devise a few 
more "how to make your bike run better" 
articles. Or else he might run for President 
if he gets bored with motorcycles. 

William B. Leavens 
Mountain Lakes, New Jersey 


QUERY 

Why don't the so-called touring/com- 
muter machines, whether light, heavy, or 
medium-weight, have enclosed drive 
chains? 

The decorations generously called 
chain guards are one of the reasons there 
is so much status for the drive shaft. 

Compare the cost in materials, tooling, 
& labor necessary for the shaft system 
with the cost of fabricating a proper en- 
closure for conventional chain drive. 

Maybe the shaft is "better" (seems to 
have some lash problems) but would it be 
so if a properly enclosed chain drive were 
available? 

It is interesting that engineering efforts 
involved in creating so many good mod- 

(Continued on page 112) 
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THE WINNING TIRE! 


THE NEW CARLISLE STREET! 


It’s a whole new riding experience... of Carlisle’s exclusive Com- 
pound 539 rubber that gives you added traction and adhesion 
while providing better wear and mileage characteristics. Broader 
shoulders to hold on when it counts. New directional arrows 
molded-in for increased rider information and added tire mileage. 
An exclusive Carlisle tread design, siped for added traction when 
you need it . . . Ask for it by name at your local motorcycle tire 
dealer. 


Carlisle Tire & Rubber 
CARLISLE 


CARLISLE TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
Division of Carlisle Corporation 
P.O. Box 99, Carlisle, Pa. 17013 
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The unbeatable 
spark plug 
Nw connectors 


national 
300 THIRD ST., CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 02142 
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positive 
starts 


THE 


FACTORY: DIRECT..... 
from world’s leading manufacturer 


Assembled —ready to present 
Wholesale low, low prices 
Artistic color combinations 
Rush “PDQ” service 
Distinctive designs 
Satisfaction guaranteed 


Write for free catalog 
Trophyland USI Inc. 


DEPT C. 7001 W. 20TH AVE. P.O. BOX 4506. HIALEAH, FLA. 33014 





All Sport 
and Evert N 


LONE RANGER. 


For the knowledgeable street and 
touring rider, Wixom Bros. has a 
Frame-Mounted Fairing that pro- 
vides superior penetration and hi- 
performance . .. we call it the 
RANGER. 

The Wixom Ranger was born out 
of 10 yrs. experience of designing. 
engineering and manufacturing a 
variety of racing and special ap- 
plication fairings. 

When you buy Wixom. you get 
more than a fairing... you are 
getting a system! We have a com- 
plete line of matched accessories 
that you can add whenever you're 
ready. Like beautifully sculptured 
fiberglass saddlebags. travel cases 
and leg fairings. 





The Wixom System 


WIXOM 
BROS, INC. 


1637 East Burnett Ave. 
Long Beach. Ca. 90806 
(213) -0485 





The Ranger comes entirely pre- 
wired. with a quick-connect loom 
and provisions for additional acces- 
sores. Also standard are D.O T. ap- 
proved turnsignals and side lights 

In a recent test by Cycle Maga- 
zine these tough critics said “The 
Wixom fairing offers superior pene- 
tration and we got the Honda to 
100 with no hesitation The fair- 
ing iS rock-steady at speed and we 
took it down a long downhill straight 
at 90 with no tendency towards lift.” 

Tough words. but the Wixom is 
a tough fairing. So why not find 
Out for yourself what the freedom 
of the open road is like... the lone 
ranger 

Send $1.00 tor complete catalog 
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ern machines would accept the primitive 
state of the unenclosed chain. 

Why is there this missing link in the 
evolution from exposed chain to drive 
shaft? 

Robert Seartoss 
Pullman, Washington 


YOU CAN HELP 

| belong to a group called the Buckeye 
Motorcyclists Association, a group of 
motorcyclists who are trying to fight for 
equal rights & fair treatment for cyclists in 
Ohio. 

Here is a list of our accomplishments for 
1975. 

1. “Eye That Cycle” safety program, 
got underway as a direct result of efforts 
put forth by Directors Dick Ullery and 
David Spring. 

2. Cuyahoga Valley National Recrea- 
tion Area (off-road riding area). Bill and 
Marilyn Meighen and Frank and Elizabeth 
Sneed worked from Sept. of 1974 through 
March of 1976 preparing a comprehen- 
sive program which was presented to 
William Birdsell, Director of Ohio Nat'l. 
Parks and the National Parks Bureau in 
Denver, Colorado. 

3. D.O.T. Protest Run (July 1975). Over 
250 motorcyclists converged on Colum- 
bus, Ohio led by Directors Mike Leonard 
and Tom Greer. 

4. Defeated Akron’s Headlight Law in 
Council. 

5. Akron’s new sound law (90db at 20 
ft. at highest R.P.M.) received the utmost 
attention of B.M.A. We have staged dem- 
onstrations for city councilmen, showing 
the law to be unjust. 

One such demonstration proved death 
to the motor of one councilman’s auto- 
mobile. As of this date the law is unen- 
forceable, and is being studied by the law 
department. 

6. Dick Ullery has spoken at severa! 
meetings around the state on motorcycle 
awareness. 

These have been major undertakings 
for B.M.A. and has involved over 100 
meetings around the state. 

Time and expense for this work came 
from our own pockets. All of your dues are 
used for postage, printing, box rent, 
postcards and stationery. 

We need your financial support. All 
donations greatfully accepted. 

Single membership $5.00 per year. 

Associate in same household $2.50. 

For further information contact David 
Spring 784-9020 or Marilyn Meighen 724- 
4245. Or write to B.M.A. Inc., P.O. Box 
775, Akron, Ohio 44309. 

We would appreciate it if you would 
please print this in your magazine to let 
people know we are here and trying to do 
something. 

Franklin Sneed 
Akron, Ohio 


COUNTER-GRUMBLINGS 
In response to Kenny's "let's go back to 
250s” grumblings, | wrote Bill Boyce a 
CYCLE 


letter praying: please don’t ban the best 
road racing tools anybody ever made 
available for sale to the individual riders 
and force us to all go out and buy new 
twin-cylinder racers which would not go 
for $2000 as Kenny suggested. Mr. Boyce 
responded that he indeed sympathized 
with the individual machine owners (after 
all, Kenny and Kel won't be buying new 
super-trick unobtainable alloy 250s to win 
at Daytona, will they?) and stated that a 
displacement lowering would not be for 
more than a year away. 

But there is still a problem, isn’t there? | 
rode my TZ 750 at Daytona and made 
money with it—it was still running at the 
end, and obviously | don’t ride hard 
enough to do to my tires, even in 200 
miles, what Kenny does to his. 

| also just rode my TZ 750 at aclub race 
at Mid-American Raceway, Wentzwelle, 
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| THE PIPES For YAMAHA 350 RD 


I s79.” 


| SET SHOWN 
| 


| AND KAWASAKI 500 HI AND 750 H2. s12 9.5 
OTHER PIPES AVAILABLE. 


Order Now! We ship the same day orders are received. Send certified check or money order to avoid delays. 





Mo. and it was hardly any less a suitable 


> : HONDA SUZUKI 
tool on that terribly bumpy track than | 125CR $34.950 250CR $43.950 125TM 534.95 D 125RM $34.95 O 
many other bikes. KAWASAKI YAMAHA 


125KX $34.950 500H1 $129.95/Set O 125YCZ $34.95 O 
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So as the Editorial states; it’s only on all | a 750H2 $129.95/SetL] 350RD $79.95/Set O 
that 160+ mph left banking at Daytona 
that they’re bloody beastly things, isn’t it? fe Make Model Year 
And the idea for a more “road-racing-like” | i in 
road course in the flat part of the infield lay D: 
there, where people could still see the | = Address 
action well and have some more action to Q " is à 
ity ate, Ip 
once et = FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL OR WRITE 
Now, what are the odds of getting Mr. Michigan Residents add 4% Sales Tax. Dealer Inquiries invited. 313/852-9310 
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Here it is. America's largest and 
finest line of handcrafted, solid, 
sterling silver jewelry made ex- 
clusively for movers and cruisers. 
Exquisitely detailed, these silver 
rings were designed with all makes 
of motorcycles in mind. And the 
price is only $37.00 including 
postage, satisfaction guaranteed. 


Gypsy^ Jewelry~ 


There's more. Star Casting has 
now created a completely new line 
of bracelets and necklaces, all dis- 
playing the same breath-taking 
detail as our rings. There just isn't 
enough room to show it all here. 
Send for a catalog. You're sure to 
find what you're looking for. 


EH d a S a S ED 8 NN 8 UD ND OG GS d 
STAR CASTING INC. Ch 
29200 Vassar - Suite 301 /*^73X >" 
Livonia, Mich. 48152 


Size Style 


O Check O Money Order 
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MULTIFIRE 


Some day WE'RE GONNA GET 
YA. If you need top performance, 
consistently, at all RPM’s, and you 
want “now” throttle response at 
any level of acceleration — in any 
kind of weather, you're talking 


quality high energy ignition. 


Whether you're touring the coun- 
try or burning the track, if you 
want the best ignition system go- 
ing you're talking MULTIFIRE. 


And WE'RE GONNA GET YA. 


If you're interested in side benefits like instant starts, elimination 
of points, better gas mileage and lower tune-up costs, you're still 


talking MULTIFIRE. 


Write for free brochure — buy a unit now if you like, but remember, 


eventually WE'RE GONNA GET YA 
HONDA FOUR - Z1- BMW - GL1000 
$179.95 One year warranty. 


GEREX 2711 TOLEDO ST., NO. 505, TORRANCE, CA 90505 * (213) 328-1918 
CIRCLE NO. 38 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 





MAKE IT HAPPEN WITH ... | ‘twice pipes” 000 
ALPHABETS CUSTOM HEADERS 
MANUFACTURING A 

COMPLETE LINE OF QUALITY 

CRAFTED PRODUCTS... 

ALL AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE. 


REPLACEMENT MUFFLERS 
FLARED $77.00 TURNOUT $79.00 


STAGGERED DUAL PIPES w/18” 
MEGAPHONE MUFFLERS 


Flared and Turnout mufflers fit all 
models Honda and Kawasaki Z1 





I DEPT. C-8, 12572 WESTERN AVENUE, GARDEN GROVE, CALIFORNIA 92641 
Specify van or motorcycle catalog 
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France to spend some of that $650,000 
gross on building it? 
Robert G. Wakefield 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


XS750D 

| definitely feel the need to write, after 
just finishing reading the test on the new 
XS750D Yamaha. After anxiously awaiting 
the first test on this motorcycle | was more 
than mildly disappointed. 

At 13.98 sec. in the quarter it's no faster 
than your average run-of-the-mill 750. At 
552 pounds it's heavier than most 750s 
and about equal in weight to a 900 Ka- 
wasaki. 

It seems to me that Yamaha has done 
nothing astounding other than building 
the most inexpensive drive shaft motorcy- 
cle. So what? l'Il just keep on adjusting the 
chain on my 74-850 Norton, enjoying 50 
mpg economy (on the highway) and pass- 
ing Japanese motorcycles in the tight and 
twisty Curves. 

Bretton D. Richanek 
F.E. Warren APB, Wyo. 


TINY MIND 

In England we have an expression 
which goes, “Don’t knock it till you’ve tried 
it.” If Mr. Little (May '76 issue) thinks his F 1 
Honda with British tires—he can’t hate all 
British products—and Dutch Koni shocks 
handles as well as a Rickman, he must be 
out of his tiny mind! The 750F Honda is the 
best handling Honda 750 so far produced 
but even after tires and suspension 
changes Mr. Little says he’s only got rid of 
most of the wobble. Rickman chassis 
don’t wobble, period. 

As for his brother’s Z1, | can only sug- 
gest that if he replaces the swinging arm 
with a custom item and braces the steer- 
ing head with several lengths of tubing it 
might handle nearly as well as the 750F. 

When the Japanese develop frames 
that exceed the power and stress prob- 
lems their engines produce, we will see 
Japanese bikes that handle and not just 
go round corners. 

As for standard of frame finish, show 
me a Honda with welds as clean as a 
Rickman. And if your frame plating is 
peeling take it back to your dealer be- 
cause we would not expect or accept 
Rickman frames of that standard over 
here. 

Could | also point out to Mr. Little that 
the difference between adequate and 
good handling can mean the difference 
between a large hospital bill or enjoyable 
biking? 

R.A. Dean 
Hemel Hempstead Herts, 
England 


Address all correspondence to: Cook 
Neilson, "Letters," CYCLE Magazine, 
780-A Lakefield Road, Westlake Village, 
California 91361. Please type neatly, if 
possible. 

CYCLE 
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trols the amount of air fed into the motor 
chamber, and therefore determines the 
speed at which the shank turns and the 
tightness (measured in pounds feet) to 
which a nut or bolt can be drawn. To be 
sure, there's a limit to how tight the 501A 
will get a given nut with only 25 pounds 
feet of torque at the rotating shank; but 
generally, you won't be worried about 
undertightening a nut with the wrench— 
but overtightening, at least until you de- 
velop a sensitive touch with the throttle 
lever. Pneumatic impact wrenches have 
dial systems with which you can preset 
the torque, but it's all by feel with the air 
ratchet. With experience you'll get sensi- 
tive to the loads imposed by the 501A— 
and vastly reduce your chances of over- 
tightening and stripping. 

The least endearing feature of the 501A 
ratchet is the noise it produces. The 
sound level at the operator's ear varies 
between 92 and 95 db(A). To frame those 
numbers in some reference, heavy city 
traffic measures about 90 db(A); a power 
mower, at the operator's ear, produces 
about 100db(A). Or put another way, the 
air ratchet makes enough noise to en- 
courage a mechanic to wear ear plugs. 
The background noise in Cycle’s shop is 
55 to 65 db(A), so a 92-decibel noise is 
really noticed. 

Pneumatic tools are far different than 
electric tools which you plug into the 
nearest 120-volt outlet. You must have a 
good compressor /air tank, and it's conve- 
nient and useful (although not a neces- 
sity) to have an in-line water trap and 
lubricator. These units—which cost about 
$40—trap water that's always present in 
compressed air systems, preventing mois- 
ture from reaching and then damaging 
pneumatic tools. Furthermore, these in- 
troduce oil into the air line, thus lubricat- 
ing the pneumatic tools. Without a water 
trap/lubricator in the air-line system, you 
must lubricate the tool every 40 hours of 
use. That task is hardly a problem. How- 
ever, without a trap moisture will un- 
avoidably reach the tool via the air line. 

Any home workshop which has an as- 
sortment of pneumatic tools would cer- 
tainly be a well equipped one. A 
compressor unit could cost anywhere 
from $150 (used) and up. The compressor 
can't be a small or lazy model, because 
you must have 120 psi static and 90 
pounds running to make most pneumatic 
tools work as they are supposed to. Run- 
ning pressures less than 90 pounds com- 
promises the efficiency of the tools. At 70 
psi, Rodac claims, the efficiency of the 
tool is about 30 per cent lower than at 90 
psi. After the compressor comes all the 
basic paraphenalia such as regulators, 
lines and nozzles. After you have all the 
pneumatic infrastructure, you can con- 
sider pneumatic tools. This $75 air 
ratchet, distributed by Rocky Cycle Co., 
Inc., would be the second pneumatic tool 
most of us would buy. An impact wrench 
would still be number one. © 
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MOTO-CROSS JERSEYS 


For all brands of bikes! 
PROMPT SHIPMENT 
Specially made Moto-Cross Jerseys extra- 
strong seams, reinforced elbows. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Use easy-order form—All orders 
shipped promptly from stock. 





SPECIAL 


r eee m eee Clip and Maile oe mn =I 


Village Cycle Shop Moto-Cross Jerseys | 
8€ Moto-Cross Rd. 


Lake City, Tenn. 37769 
Please send me 
as follows: 


| Honda Size: XS 


Moto-Cross Jerseys, | 























S M L XL 
Suzuki xs S M L XL |. 
Yamaha XS S M L XL 
Kawasaki XS S M iB XL 
Name | 
Street 
City State Zip | 
Enclosed is my check or money order for $9.95 per 


Jersey, plus $.70 for handling and postage of each 
shirt ordered. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
| —Please send free catalog— | 


L- amm am Div. Of Village Togs, INC. amum mam E 





STOCKER or CHOPPER? 


We've got a Heat Quencher for your scorcher! 


If you have a Mini-cycle, a 
Midi-cycle, or a Maxi-cycle, 
we've got a cooler for your bike! 
From an XR-75, through CB-360, 
all Honda Fours and a lot of 
places in between, or beyond, 
as the case may be! Sportster, 
Superglide, Electraglide, Tri- 
umph, Norton, BSA, Kawasaki 
900Z, or Yamaha 650. New kits 
for Honda XL-250, XL-350 and 
Gold Wing! Our cooler is fully 





aluminum dip brazed for max- 
imum strength and a life time of 
optimum thermodynamic con- 
ductivity. It is friction proof, 
The oil pass tubes are loaded 
with high performance lanced 
offset fin to cool your hot ma- 
chine. The cooler installs easily 
and looks sanitary. Available in 
black epoxy enamel or chrome 
From $49.95. California residents 
add state sales tax. 


15707 Texaco Avenue 
Paramount, Ca 90723 
(213) 774-2981 

/ NS 
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“THE SUZUKI RM CONSTITUTE THE FINEST TOTAL LINE OF RAGING 





RMi00 “i you think this spells 
‘fast’ when youre Talking 
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MACHINERY EVER OFFERED TO THE MOTOCROSS PUBLIC” 


MOTOCROSS ACTION, FEB, 1976 
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PIPELINE........ Continued from page 8 
operating sequence. All four pistons rise 
and fall in unison, the timing side firing 
together, followed by the drive side at 360 
degrees. Pumping losses are minimized 
as far as possible by one-inch bore 
breathers in the right side cases, but 
1700cc “Big Single” vibration is only just 
tolerated—certainly never admired. 

Between seasons, the transmission un- 
derwent major revision. Previously Hobbs 
employed a Lenco overdrive box and a 
10-inch Crowerglide slipper clutch, with 
double-row Renold chain in the drive 
lines. Because the clutch and chains op- 
erated along the same (left) side, the bike 
tended to power steer with the rear wheel, 
the handling oddities compounded by the 
left side curved fork tubes giving way 
under compression loads. 

Currently installed is a B&J underdrive 
unit supplied by Danny Johnson, with 
spare internals generously donated by 
B&J. With its output end on the right, the 
B&J permitted switching the final drive, 
left to right. In addition the clutch has been 
squeezed two inches towards the center 
line, and the primary drive (now triple row 
chain) moved inboard of the rear blower 
belt. Apart from better weight distribution 
and other crossover drive advantages, the 
B&J's high gear is direct, reducing power 
losses and allowing smaller centrifugal 
weights to go into the Crowerglide which 
now spins 23 per cent faster. To prevent 
damage to input and output shafts from 
side loads, a large bearing is fitted inboard 
of the clutch and an outrigger supports 
the gearbox sprocket. Similar concern for 
the extended engine drive shaft explains 
the blower-pulley outrigger bearing. 

Predictably, a brand new frame incor- 
porates straight tubes forming triangul- 
ated fork structures that run roughly from 
the gearbox-shaft line and tie the rear 
wheel to point exactly in the direction it 
should. All frame tubes are one-inch diam- 
eter, those comprising the rear fork have 
.080-inch walls, and the uppers and front- 
down .048-inch. Constructed by Magnum 
Engineering in the English Midlands, the 
frame is in T45 (a specification similar to 
Reynolds 531) and the joints are bronze 
welded. Between front and rear tubular 
assemblies, huge areas of aluminum alloy 
plate support crankcases, blowers, 
gearbox and other components. 

A train of three Ariel Square-Four 
crankshaft gears couple the Weslakes 
and eliminate the chain breakage that 
Hobbs unfondly recalls from his Triumph 
days. The SU carburetors exist on a diet of 
50 per cent each nitro and methanol, a 
mere trifle of nitro by American standards 
but 8.47 seconds effective at the 1975 
stage of development. Ignition originates 
in two indestructable Lucas SR2 magne- 
toes, refugees from the worlds of marine 
and industrial engines where weight and 
bulk matter nothing compared to long-life 
reliability. Ignition advance is varied be- 
tween 40 and 45 degrees, depending on 
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the level of competition and the seat-of- 
pants feeling that everything is going right. 
According to Hobbs, stepping up from 44 
to 45 degrees (considered the ultimate for 
50 per cent nitro) was primarily the reason 
for a 163 to 173 mph leap in terminal 
speed at the lights. 

An eight-inch wide M&H Racemaster 
fits a 15-inch Minilite reduced in rim width 
from 7.5 to 5.5 inches. Hobbs believes it 
will present a flatter area of rubber to the 
strip during blast off, since the tire must be 
slightly convex in section (due to the 
beads being pressed closer together) 
when stationary, and flatter when sub- 
jected to centrifugal forces while acceler- 
ating. At the front a road racing slick has 


taken over from the triangular that caused 
problems by “falling off the point” and 
wanting to go round corners. 

Hobb’s “Top European” qualifications 
include ten years in the forefront of record 
breaking and innovating. He started build- 
ing an unsupercharged 500cc Triumph in 
1966, and by 1968 had run 11.9 seconds 
on straight methanol and Avon GP tires. 
Later in '68 the Triumph was super- 
charged, traveling up to Elvington (a York- 
shire airfield) to take a number of FIM 
records including the one-kilometer (from 
a Gilera-4) and 500cc quarter-mile stand- 
ing starts. The 19.3 become the first sub- 
20-second standing kilometer officially re- 
corded—and it still stands. And outside of 








Our chrome fits 
as good as it looks. 


If you've ever had to bend, fold, spindle 
or otherwise mutilate a shiny piece of chrome 
to get it to fit your bike, you know all that 
glitters isn't gold. 

That's why Yamaha designs quick bolt-on 
chrome accessories to specifically fit Yamaha 
motorcycles. For instance, if you've got a 
RD 350, model ACC-4M0-05-00 luggage 
rack is the perfect fit. And ACC-1M0-06-01 
back rest, ACC-MMO-07-00 front safety bar, 
and so on. 

We use the highest standards in the 
business. A dual nickel-plating process. Rust- 
resistant quality tubing. Double tubing in high 
stress areas. Brazing instead of arc welding. 
And little touches like an exclusive black vinyl 
inlay on luggage caniers. 

Then we test everything to make sure there 
won't be any problem down the road. 

Sure, Our chrome 
accessories may cost a 
little more. But if you 
didnt appreciate the 
best, you wouldn't be 
riding a Yamaha. 

Ask your local E. 4 

-Yamaha dealer for the 
YPD.. chrome acces- 
sories made just for your - 
particular Yamaha. 


(Sanit) Parts Distributors, Inc. 


6610 Orangethorpe Ave. e Buena Park, CA 90620 
: AUGUST 1976 










CIRCLE NO.-56 ON READER SERVICE PAGE. 


America, his 9.6 second achieved in the 
early 1970s was the best by a five-hun- 
dred engine. 

For 1972 campaigning, Hobbs paraded 
a Triumph double with superchargers; the 
Triumph/Shorrock matings had already 
been refined in the single-engine bike. At 
Fairford airfield Hobbs dashed off an FIM 
kilometer in 17 seconds with a trap speed 
of 200 mph. The next logical step was 
raising engine displacements to 750cc, 
thereby obtaining more horsepower and 
better results. Horsepower he did get; 
results he didn't. The bigger part of 1973 
was wasted sweeping up remains of Nor- 
ton gearboxes, disintergrated clutches 
and broken chains. However, switching 
from chain to gear coupling (but retaining 
the Norton box) paid off in 1974 when he 
cracked Alf Hagon's long-standing (1968) 
JAP record with a 9.16 second quarter- 
mile. Later that year he purchased a 
Lenco box and Crowerglide clutch with a 
view of updating the Triumph. Then the 
weekly Motorcycle newspaper offered 
sponsorship, and Weslake became inter- 
ested in Hobbs. 

After a successful season in 1975, the 
winter strip down revealed that the stan- 
dard alloy connecting rods had suc- 
cumbed to colossal combustion 
pressures, and were bent, and bent badly, 
and bent both ways. Since hammering 
them reasonably true seemed at best a 
temporary expedient, Hobbs ordered ma- 
chined-from-solid steel components from 
specialists at Allen Tools and Engineering 
in Slough, near London. He also formu- 
lated ideas for improving engine balance 
and performance by changing to 180- 
degree crankshafts. He would reverse the 
cylinder heads with the inlets facing in- 
wards (exhausts front and rear) and con- 
nect them together in left and right pairs, 
with each pair of inlets fed by their own 
supercharger (instead of the one-engine- 
one-supercharger arrangement). The 
pistons on each side would travel in step, 
though on different stages of the cycle, 
and he'd worry about the rocking couple 
when it happened. Initially, however, he'd 
investigate the effects of getting four firing 
impulses by coupling the 360 degree en- 
gines in front-pistons-up-rear-down 
style—just to discover what dreadful 
stresses the load reversals might impose 
upon the crankshaft drive ends. He'd do 
these things in time. 

Meanwhile the potential locked within 
the current Hobbit is far from exhausted. 
So Hobbs, never one to make changes 
without good reason, is convinced that 
the culmative effects of the modifications 
already embodied will shine through as 
results. The new frame, the punch-button 
gear-slicking B&J, improved traction, 
steel rods, heavier nitro brews, his own 
ambitions—these things will propel him 
into the "sevens" in 1976. 

Seven-point-something; 180 plus. 
Hobbs will work day and night for that. 

-Jim Greening 
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R G. 
EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS 


FOR STREE 











AVAILABLE FOR HONDA 750-K, 750-F, 500SS, the 
new GL 1000 and KAWASAKI 903-21. 

MAXIMUM H.P.—Increased MILEAGE— Improved 
overall PERFORMANCE & CORNERING clearance 
—22 Lb. WEIGHT SAVING over stock. 

System includes removable fiberglass muffler 
insert & racing megaphone. 


$139.95 $113.95 
CHROME BLACK 
SEND $2.00 FOR NEW CATALOG 


Our 1976 all-new mail order catalog is the 
most complete catalog of parts, accesso- 
ries, performance equipment, tools and 
clothing for custom, street, competition 
and dirt bikes. The 1976 motorcylist’s 
catalog is just the very best mail order 
catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3 — 4 weeks for delivery 


Please enclose $1.50 for postage 
and handling for APO, FPO and 
foreign countries. 





ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE —— — ZIP, 


515 N. Victory Blvd., 
Burbank,.Ca., 91502 
UNW/ENIER (213) 849-7295 
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SAN JOSE....... Continued from page 78 


slipped in time trials and had escaped 
completely in the heat race, and changes 
were being made helter-skelter to recover 
it. The track certainly had improved for the 
smooth-power HDs; it had gone the other 
way for the more snappish Yam 750s, and 
Roberts' bike wasn't coupling up going 
into, tracking around or coming out of the 
corners. Kenny knew that he had to have 
ittogether in the turns; he was spotting the 
XR-750s about 10 bhp, and they were 
killing him on the straights. 

Whether his fiddling helped is not 
known, and never will be. Kel Carruthers, 
charged with preparing the dirt-track 
bikes, had moved the coil pack intact from 
last year's bike to this year's, and one of 
the wires running to the coil broke either 
just before or just after the Yamaha was 
gridded for the Main. Hoping it was a 
fouled plug or some circumstance equally 
harmless, Roberts buzzed his bike up and 
down the rear part of the front straighta- 
way, but the one-cylinder miss never 
cleared, and the bike was hauled away. 

Mike Kidd and Alex Jorgenson were 
first and second after one lap, but shortly 
thereafter Springsteen got the lead, Kidd's 
HD stopped and Rex moved Jorgy back to 
third. Hooking up tight, two of HD's prize 
youngsters—Rex and Springer—broke 
away and simply disappeared up the 
track, turning lap times in the 37-sec. 


EDITORIAL ...... Continued from page 4 


hours expended as much out of passion 
for the race and affection for Beauchamp 
as anything else, were suddenly irre- 
deemable and irrecoverable. A tuner 
hasn't the time to build a fleet of special 
engines; he has time to build one, how- 
ever thick his ties to the factory. A good 
tuner sees his lot as more than nine-to- 
five-and-home-for-a-beer. Demay is one 
of the finest tuners in the business, and 
that engine had a lot of Babe in it... as 
Gary Scott's tuner has doubtless by now 
discovered. 

Question: is the claiming rule a good 
one? Examine the alternative: wins for 
factory riders; hind tit for everybody else. 
The rule was intended to do two elemental 
things: keep engine/transmission pack- 
ages from being worth $3500; and make 
them indirectly available to everyone if 
they are. 

Team managers tend to see it dif- 
ferently. A very special motocrosser was 
claimed subsequent to the San Jose con- 
frontation, and the manager representing 
the claimee felt that the price was too 
low—that his bike was worth far more than 
$2000, since it was highly experimental 
and exceedingly rare. His company was 
involved with development, he said. The 
bike should have been protected by a 
stiffer price tag. 

Nuts, | say. Wanna do development 





category and putting on their own magnif- 
icent display. Behind them, going for third, 
were Gary Scott, a tenacious and studied 
Alex Jorgenson, and Corky Keener. Greg 
Sassaman, Tom Berry and Dave Aldana 
rode in a lock-squabble next clump back. 

With but a few laps to go it looked like 
the Springers San Jose. He had been 
tailed tight by Beauchamp for the whole 
latter part of the race, and on lap 21 Rex 
dropped his HD's rear tire into the only 
ditch on the track—in turn 3-4—and began 
a long, lovely slide that he wasn't able to 
control until the head of the straight. By 
the time Rex got her headed in the right 
direction Springsteen had built up a 10- 
bike lead, and that should have been that. 
Except: Springer's magneto was coming 
loose, and next lap around Rex was right 
on his tail again. He powered by on the 
white-flag lap, didn't make any more mis- 
takes, and wrapped up his fourth National 
win. Springsteen was a terrific second, 
Gary Scott was third, and Alex Jorgenson 
thumped home in fourth on the Wood 
Norton, ahead of Kenner, Aldana, Sassa- 
man (who had gotten a terrible start), 
Berry, Hocking, and Romero. 

It had been as close to a perfect day of 
racing as anybody could remember. Only 
one crash occurred (in the Semi), the 
track was in beautiful shape, the weather 
was flawless and the grandstands were 
packed to the rafters. 

Daytona should be so good. e 


work on trick, can't-get-'em bits and 
pieces? Dandy. Just don't inflict the suc- 
cess of your experiments on people who 
can't do the experiments. 

It all gets back to rules. What are they 
for? To make racing safe above all—but 
beyond that, there are rules to guarantee 
every participant the same framework to 
work within and a more-or-less equal shot 
at the goodies. 

There are many inhumane and im- 
palatable aspects of the claiming rule. It 
forceably removes a man's possession 
and replaces it with a sum of money; it can 
be construed to be an instrument by 
which a man's diligence is punished 
rather than rewarded; and every time | 
have seen the rule implemented it has 
generated hostility, threats and unhappi- 
ness (Bob Bailey's claim of John Cooper's 
Ontario-winning BSA Triple; Patrick Pons’ 
claim of Giacomo Agostini’s Daytona-win- 
ning TZ-750 Yamaha, which Pons was 
scared out of by Rod Gould; and Scott's 
claim of Rex’s XR-750). Still, unpleasant or 
not, it’s a fair rule, and fair rules are great 
levelers—which is good for racing, and 
always has been. | regret that Rex and 
Babe lost what they lost— but | rejoice in 
Scott’s pluck, nerve and insularity. Be- 
sides, all is not black for Beauchamp. As 
Tim Witham expressed it, “Scott can claim 
Rex’s engine, all right. But he can’t claim 
Babe Demay.” 

—Cook Neilson 
CYCLE 
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MECHANIC 


7 This future Pro is learning to 
check out and tune a motorcycle 
‘under simulated road conditions 
in AMI's Dynomometer Lab, using 
instruments to test power, 

torque and cylinder head 
and exhaust temperatures. 










Every Pro who graduates from AMI spends many hours 
in this and other Diagnostic and Testing Labs as part of 
the 450 hours of intensive training required to earn his 
certificate. The 12 week Residence Course is approved 
for veterans. Home Study Courses are also available. 

To learn more about this career opportunity send in the 
coupon or call TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645. 


Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect. 





5710 W. MANCHESTER BLVD. 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014 | LOS ANGELES, CAL 90045 
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example, March issue closes January 3rd). Send order and remittance to Classified Advertising, CYCLE, One Park Ave., New York 10016, Attn: Hal Cymes. 
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900 S.S. - 750 SPORT 
DESMO SINGLES 


CONTINENTAL MOTOSPORT INC 
975 KING ST W SHERBROOKE 
QUEBEC.CANADA 819 562 0233 
















p LAVERDA 

1975 LAVERDA 1000. Ex-works motor, still warrantied, 
excellent condition. Low miles. Serious inquiries only. 
(203) 847-3070 eves. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
WAREHOUSE DISCOUNT CATALOG: Genuine Parts & 
Accessories for HON-SUZ-TRI-BSA-KAW-YAM. Send 25 
cents or two 13 cent stamps to SPA CITY CYCLE CENTER 
LTD., 71-4 Church Street, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 or 
call (518) 587-5800. 


POLRSTIL Scale Pre-Assembled Motorcycles. Perhaps We 
Have Your Bike. For Information Write: ADS, P.O. Box 
1662, Smyrna, GA 30080. 


WE are cafe! Rickman kits, cafe preparation and accessor- 
ies, professional porting, disc drilling. WE Motorcycle 
Specialists, Milton, Wisconsin 53563. (608) 868-4254. 


CLASSICS. AJs, Ariel, BSA, Enfield, Eso, Matchless, 
Norton, Panther, Puch, Triumph, Velocette singles & twins 
in stock. Classics Unlimited, 2121 Arlington, Caldwell, 
Idaho 83605. (208) 459-8786. 


CORVAIR PARTS—1800 Different Corvair parts stocked. 
Big Catalog — $1.50. Clark's Corvair Parts, Shelburne 
Falls, Mass. 01370. 

ULTIMATE Rickman/Yoshimura Honda 5(53)-4. Mags, 3 
discs, more (514) 482-2963. 

BRITISH Bike Riders send $4 for "RAYSPEED'"' Catalogue, 
100 pages, low prices. Ray Fisher Motorcycles, 185/9 Bar- 
rack Road, Christchurch, Dorset, England. 


























ACCESSORIES 





HONDA » SUZUKI * YAMAHA e KAWASAKI e BULTACO » 


CDI IGNITIONS 
for Single-Cylinder Motorcycles 


MOTOTEK CONVERSION KIT Model CD-31 

Changes any flywheel-magneto or E-T ignition to a 
true breakerless CDI. Completely eliminates points. 
Control unit charges and triggers from your exist- 
ing stator-flywheel assembly. Works on 2-strokes 
and 4-strokes. Includes control unit and matching 
ignition coil. Complete, nothing else to buy. $54.95 


MOTOTEK REPLACEMENT CDI Model CD-125 
A high performance CDI unit for the Honda CR-125, 
Kawasaki KX-125 and KX-250, and all Suzuki TM and 
RM models, Includes "black box" and matching 
ignition coil. Timing stays fixed at top RPM. Get full ` 
power, full revs. Pre-timed with motorcycles listed, 
just connect it up and go. Adaptable to other bikes 
as well — just follow simple timing instructions. 
$54.95 Complete. 
Both models are motocross, trail, and desert tested 
by top riders. Proven performance and dependabil- 
ity. With both models you get mounting hardware, 
silicone HV plug wire, complete instructions, and a 
two year guarantee. 
Order yours now. 10 day money back offer. Send 
check or money order and cycle make, model and 
year to Martek Products, Box 1639, Dept. G, Carls- 
bad, California 92008 

INQUIRIES INVITED 

(714) 729-6604 


* HONDA » SUZUKI * YAMAHA * KAWASAKI • BULTACO 


MONTESA ° BENELLI * CARABELA * COOPER * HODAKA * 
uyo »* |TI3N38 * VS3LNOW 


e VXVOOH * H3dOOO ° v138vV 





NEW TIRES. Dunlop 400 x 18 K70 $24.00 ea. $21.00 for 3, 
$19.00 for 10. K-Smith Assoc., 11 Mast Ct., Sacramento, CA 
95831. (916) 392-0317. 


THROTTLE HELPER 
Counteracts throttle spring tension. 
Ends forearm fatigue safely. 
Mounts easily inside most 
7/8” handlebars. 
Money back 
guarantee. 


$9.88 PPD. 


CMB MFG. CO. DEPT. A 
BOX 57, TEMPE, AZ. 85281 


Info on request. 
Dealers inquire. 
Give make & model cycle. 





Bolger Tools, Tape-a-Weight, 
ALO, Nylock nuts, Safety Wire. 
Hard-to-find items for the enthusiast. 


Dealers inquiries invited. 


RACERS' SUPPLY HOUSE 


Box 449C Maynard, Ma. 01754 








NON-DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: COM MERCIAL 
RATE: For firms or individuals offerin 3 commer- 
cial products or services. $1.75 per wc rd (includ- 
ing name and address). Minimum or ler $26.25. 
Payment must accompany copy except when ads 
are placed by accredited advertising agencies. 
Frequency discount: 596 for 6 months; 1096 for 12 
months paid in advance. READER RATE: For 
individuals with a personal item to buy or sell 
$1.00 per word (including name and address). NO 
MINIMUM! Payment must accompany copy. 


DISPLAY CLASSIFIED: 1" x 1 col., $90.00; 2" x 1 
col.. $180.00; 3° x 1 col., $270.00. Col. width 
2-1/4". Advertiser to supply film positives. Please 
write or phone for frequency rates. 


CYCLE SYSTEMS’ T2-750 Style Set For The Yamaha RD 250, 350 
& 400. We Have Other Tanks & Seats For Honda 350/2, 500/550 
& 750; Kawasaki 250/3, 350/400/3, 500/3, 750/3 & 2-1 & Suzuki 
500 & 750. Our Tanks Feature A Flip-Up Cap That Threads Onto A 
Neck That Is Bonded Into The Tank. This Plus Our Air Vent Device 
Makes The Tank Leak Free. We Offer A 10 Day Exchange Or 
Money Back Guarantee. Tanks Are Warrantied For 90 Days Against 
Leaking. Send $1.00 For Our '76 Cafe Catalog & State Make, 
Model, & Year. Please Print Your Name & Address & Feel Free To 
Ask Questions. P.S. Check The Last Few Months Of Cycle For Our 


Other Ads. 
CYCLE SYSTEMS 
1865 Walsh Avenue Santa Clara, CA 95050 
Or Call (408) 243-7719 (7 Days — Afternoons Best) 








NEW—HELMET CADDY. Safe. easy method of carrying 
your passenger helmet. Specially designed strap holds 
helmet securely out of way while driving. S3.00. Mail to 
Helmet Caddy Co.. Box 571. Postal Station O. Toronto 
Ontario, Canada M4A 2P4. U.S. Inquiries. 


TURBOCHARGE 


erm | T TETELE 


Now 

you can 

change 

your stock 

Honda 

500/550, 

750, or Kawasaki 

2-I/KZ900 from a 

x docile street machine to 

MA the fastest thing on the road 

with dragster-like acceler- 
ation. 


have 
ith Turbo-Pak Kits 
ae o 136% and turne 


chines equippe 
ck gearing 


a “ei es of up t 
creas 
HiP ot 140 MPH using sto 
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ri 
. 

Send $2.00 for s 

. 

complete information a 

. 

Name . 
. 

Address — : 
City State ^» F 
. 


Mail To: AMERICAN TURBO-PAK, INC. 
2127 S. Hathaway, Santa Ana,CA 92705 
(714) 557-7004 





“CYCLE TENT” 
N SALE! 


Lightweight Touring Tent 
* Size 4’ x 7', Sleeps 2 Retailed at $75 — $80 


DISCOUNT BATTERIES 


For All Motorcycles — Original Replacement Type 
3 Month Written Warranty, As Low As $3.95 


12N - 12A - 4A - 1 
Our Most Popular Battery Fits Honda 350, 400, 450, 
500, 550; Yamaha TX 650, XS-2; Kawasaki KZ 400 


$19.95 + FREIGHT 


Send $1.00 For Our Battery Brochure And Free Decal, 
Refunded With Order. 


(301) 252-6380 
2060 York Road Timonium, MD 21093 
Nationwide UPS Same Day Service 





QIANILAND 


Bob Chantland free info 
242 -Northdale Blvd. 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 
612-757-2584 








wasting time and money 





Get the all-new, full-color, 324 page 
STEPHEN ALLEN COMPANY 
mail order catalog 


FEATURING all the latest and hard to find bike 


Mail your check today to: 


Great for cycling trips! 


* Weight 4 Ibs. 5 oz. 


* Packed Size 5" x 13" NOW ONLY $45.00!! 


ILC STEINTHAL, INC. 
910 North Madison Blvd. 
Roxboro, NC 27573 





CO., PO 5129, San Jose, Ca. 95150. 


and rider accessories for HONDA, KAWASAKI, 
YAMAHA, SUZUKI. Brands like BELL, DUNLOP, 
LAKEWOOD, K&N SCOTT, PETTY, S&W, PACIF- 
ICO, MIKUNI and many more plus thousands of 
replacement parts. ORDER NOW! Only $2.50 
(refunded 1st order). Send cash, check, M.O. or 
BA, M/C no. + exp. date to STEPHEN ALLEN 








CYCLE TIRES, American made. Save $$. Fast delivery. 
FREE price list. MILLER TIRE CO., R.R. No. 5, Box 223, 
Wauseon, OH 43567. 








CHRONO-COMPUTER...PACER... $99.95 


Dial any desired avg speediex 30) get contin read out elapsed dist tex 12 58) 
compare odom tosee itactualtastorsiow Freeze & zerore set Speed scale 
in ! mph steps to suit need 

BRIGHT LCD DISPLAY 4 x photo Read 30 ft in sun Portable no nook upreq 
Sharp 3x 5x i leather grain alum case BAC/MC CR CRD OK 


38: ig 5B | 


APPAREL 


TOLL FREE 
(800) 854-3580 











SUCCESSFUL Motorcycle Dealership in northern Ohio for 
sale. Annual gross $250,000—$350,000. Poor health. For 
details, write: K. Earl, 5857 Oberlin Road, Amherst, Ohio 
44001. (216) 282-9727. 





CYCLE CLUBS 








Dues $10.50, additional family member $2.50 


BMW Motorcycle Owners of America 
PO. Box 74 K, Newark, Calif. 94560 





FINEST QUALITY LEATHER motorcycle jackets, shirts, 
pants, boots, belts, gloves, vests, helmets, raingear. 
World's lowest prices. Immediate delivery. Catalog 25 
cents. Herm's Leathertogs, Dept. C., 701 Northampton St., 
Easton, Pa. 18042. 








WRITE FOR FREE INFORMATION 
P.O. Box 5023 * Santa Barbara, Calif. 93108 


BUG COLLECTER SUNGLASSES = 


Stop plucking bugs from your eyeballs. 
These sunglasses give full eye coverage 
* Cable earpieces so they can't fall off 
your face * Impact-resistant glass lens in 
choice of yellow. grey. or green * Triple 
braced rhodium plated wire frames * 
Brow rest * Carrying Case * 30 day money-back guarantee * Fast delivery * 
Send only $6.95 for 1 pair. or $11.95 for 2. or $16.95 for 3. Postpaid. For Air 
Mail or Foreign shipments add .55 per pair. You may also use MasterCharge 
or BankAmericard, make sure you copy all numbers on card. 
HIDALGO SUPPLY CO. DEPT. 8 
PO BOX 35339 = HOUSTON TEXAS 77035 


HOOKE 











HALTER TOP m 
100% cotton 
knit/3 color 
Hooker logo 














HOOKER HAT 


Solid Brass Yellow/Red Heart Patch © 


[| BeltBuckle. .... "me... 

Race Jacket — xS,S,m,I,XI..........0.006. — 13.958 

i Halter Top — one size fits all . . . a — 4.95 [| 

gPooker Hat — one size fits all . . — 95) 
T-Shirt — xs,semlxl ..... sisse. — 4.958 


llSweatshirt — long sleeves - semlxl ....... v Emm 7.958 
Ree check or money order to Hooker, 1032 W. Brooks 
St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Calif. residents add 6% sales ü 














Btax. Sorry no C.O.D. Amt.Enoc-*— — — [| 
B Name 
Street [| 
City State. Zip. B 
ff Or charge it! __Master Charge: __BankAmericard g 
Card # Exp. Date. 
Signature c a 





BELL Stars $49.95, Motocross $51.95. State model, size, 
color. Add $2.50 shipping. Money order only. Sports Un- 
limited, 605 West Lincoln, Tullahoma, TN 37388. 
EMBLEMS, TOP QUALITY, Embroidered, guaranteed 
colorfast. Direct to you from leading factory. Order 25 to 25 
million. Firm quote from your own sketch or our Design-an- 
Emblem Guide® supplied free. A-B Emblem Corp., P.O. 
Box 9695, Weaverville, N.C. 28787. 








BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 





FREE SECRET BOOK ‘'2042 UNIQUE Proven Enterprises.” 
Fabulous “little knowns”. Work home! Haylings-B, 
Carlsbad, CA 92008. 








Go Into Business for Yourself! 
REPAIR MOTORCYCLES AT HOME 
We supply manual & parts for HONDA 


BMW - TRIUMPH - CAN-AM - BULTACO 


CYCLE RANCH 
37 Lake Ave., Ext. Danbury, CT 06810 
Call Collect 203-743-6508 ask for Joe 








CYCLE INSURANCE 





LOW RATES. Coverage available in most States. Write for 
application. Motorcycle Underwriters, 466-C Main St., Glen 
Ellyn, Ill. 60137. 





CYCLE PUBLICATIONS 





SURVIVAL/MILITARY — Books/Manuals. Catalog 50 
cents. "Survival" Freeze Dried Foods by Case. Listing 50 
cents. KEN HALE, (BFC-50), McDonald, Ohio 44437. 





IF YOU NEED 


PARTS 


Mail Order Service Worldwide. 


Amineiie NA. TOO CYCLE CITY Inc. 
HONDA PARTS 0E o^ uc worowo: 


Call 516-842-5771 





State Model No., year, frame & engine nos. 


NEW opg CATALOG, e] | 206456095 


($1.50 by Air Mail anywhere in the world.! 


HONDA of MINEOLA 
336 Jericho Tpke., Mineola, N.Y. 11501 


BSA Parts 


Kawasaki Parts 


SHIPPED SAME DAY 
NORFOLK Box 81, Rte 1A 
MOTORCYCLES Norfolk, MA 02056 

Call (617) 384-7555 








CB SLANG DICTIONARY — Most complete CB Dictionary 
Handbook available. Hundreds of slang terms plus part 95 
mandatory FCC rules. Great gift. Order NOW. Send $5.00 
to: Communication Books, Inc., Dept. CY, Box 10198, 
Milwaukee, WI 53210. 





Road Rider 


The only motorcycle magazine 
published solely for the touring 


rider. $10.00 for 12 issues, or 
send $1.00 for a sample copy 
to: P.O, Box. 678, Dept. E, 
South Laguna, CA 92677 








CRIMEFIGHTERS! Shoplifting! Lockpicking! Debugging! 
All 3 books for only $5.00. Don-Q, Box 548-CY, Seattle, WA 
98111. 

MAKING MONEY IN MOTORCYCLING is NOT a price 
guide. It is the first book EVER to tell How to get into the 
business, How to get a franchise, How to get hired or 
sponsored by a big motorcycle company. Send $5 to: 
Motorcycle Book, 412 E. 9th, Stillwater, OK 74074. It could 
be the best $5 you ever spent! 








EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 





OVERSEAS JOBS—Now hiring. 103 countries, all 
occupations, "high pay, free transportation, tax benefits. 
Latest computerized reports—$2.00. TRANSWORLD, 
International Airport, Box 90802-CY, Los Angeles, 
California 90009. 

AUSTRALIA—NEW ZEALAND WANTS YOU!!! 50,000 Jobs! 
Paid transportation! Latest information and forms. $1.00. 
AUSTCO, Box 3623-CY, Long Beach, Calif. 90803. 


OVERSEAS Employment. . . Australia, Europe, Asia, South 
America! All occupations! $700-$4,000 monthly! 
Employment International, Box 29217-WV, Indianapolis, 
Indiana 46229. 











EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 





KAWASAKI 


PARTS & SERVICE — MAIL ORDER C.O.D. 


Machine Work & Speed Work Our Specialty 
Cranks & Rods Rebuilt 
Porting, Boring, Complete Engine Overhauls 


BIG BORE KITS for TRIPLES 
800/850cc Kits for Kawasaki 750 H2 


700cc Kits for Kawasaki 500 H1 
Street and Race Motors 


Send $1.00 for illustrated catalog. 


arlington 


1098 Mass. Ave., Arlington, Mass. 02174 @ (617) 648-1300 









NATION WIDE 
TRIUMPH 


Mail Order Service 
OF WELLESLEY 






184 Worcester St. 
Wellesley Hills Mass ozi 
617 235 9729 





BMW and NSU Motorcycle complete parts and service 
WEST VALLEY CYCLE SALES, P.O. Box 2068, WINNETKA, 
CALIFORNIA 91306. Mailorders handled promptly. 


HONDA 


PARTS & ACCESSORY 
WAREHOUSE 


WE’RE NUMBER 
ONE FOR 


ACTION 4’S - DUNLOP 





KONI - BELL - NGK 
YOSHIMURA - WIXOM 
VETTER— AND MORE 


CARR’S HONDA 


6800 N. CLARK CHICAGO IL 6 
312-274-7777 


INCLUDE: MODEL, YEAR, SERIAL NO 
















CALL 
TOLL FREE 


FROM ANYWHERE in U.S.A. 


800-221-9810 


GENUINE HONDA PARTS 
24 HR. MAIL UPS SERVICE 


OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY 
State Year, Model, Eng. & Frame Nos. 
Our New Parts & Access. Cat. Avail. Send 
$1.00 for Postage & Handling. $1.50 for Air. 
1845 LINDEN BLVD., BKLYN. 11207 
T N.Y. State CALL: 212-257-0230 


S € HONDA 





cC 
A 





[; 


YAMAHA YZ PARTS 


80cc to 400 cc Shop Manuals $5.95 
Penton Parts HI Point 


Super Catalog ° 322 Pages ° Color $1.50 
DJ'S Yamaha 17550 W. Bluemound 
West Brookfield, WI 53005 

(414) 786-8390 
NFIELD «::: 
Mail Order Parts, Shop Manuals, etc. 


Largest Stock in U.S.A. — Tell us your needs today! 
304 Agostino Rd., San Gabriel, Ca. 91776 











PHONE: 
(213) 286-2550 











NORTHEAST UNITED STATES’ 
LARGEST MOTORCYCLE JUNKYARD 
Hard to Get Parts at Fair Prices 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR 
WRECKS AND PARTIAL CYCLES 


CYCLE SALVAGE, Inc. 


157 Water Street New Haven, CT 06511 
Phone: (203) 624-4315 












YOU. CAN BUY DEALER COST 
PLUS 10% SERVICE CHARGE 
HONDA-KAWASAKI-SUZUKI-YAMAHA 


PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
* NAME BRANDS — BELL - CASLER - HOOKER - NGK -°CASTROL - DID 


GOOD YEAR - DUNLOP - YUASA - BOGE - KONI - BELSTAFF - SCOTT 
PACIFICO - AND MANY, MANY MORE. SEND $1.00 FOR ALL NEW DEALER 
COST, 32 PAGE CATALOG TO: GEN-PARTS, P.0. BOX 600, CHESTER, N.J 
UEKI) x 








USED PARTS 


All makes and models. Save up to 50% of retail. 
Many early & late Japanese & obsolete British 
parts in stock. Prompt | day service. 
Write Dept. C, 87 Park St., 
Beverly, Mass. 01915. (617) 922-3707 








SAN DIEGO MOTORCYCLE SALVAGE. USED parts for all 
makes and models. 2676 Newton Ave., San Diego, CA 
92113. (714) 235-6261. 


rder your FREE Accessory 


CATALOG 


PARTS UNLIMITED 


2727 Calle Olivo, Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
1-805-492-5992 








RECORDS, HI-FI AND ELECTRONICS 





RECORD RATERS WANTED! Anyone qualifies. We ship 
you nationally released LP's to rate. We pay postage and 
handling. You pay nothing for LP's. All you pay is small 
membership fee. Applicants accepted "'first come basis." 
Write: E.A.R.S., Inc., Dept. CY, Box 10245, 5521 W. Center 
Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210. 





HONDA MOTORCYCLES AND PARTS ARE CHEAPER IN 
CENTER, TEXAS. When ordering parts please give us 
Model, Year, Frame Number and Engine Number. HAYDEN 
HONDA, P.O. Box 829, Center, Texas 75935. Phone (713) 
598-2330 and 598-2322. 


325 ORDER FROM YOUR OWN 1976 










|i send name, address, $2.95 to 
] ALLYN'S HONDA/KAWASAKI 
958 N. Maclay 
makes San Fernando, Calif. 91340 
NEW AND USED PARTS for old American Motorcycles. 


Catalog 50 cents. Ballak & Co., 6716 Walsh, St. Louis, MO 
63109. 








PARTS: from ‘47 on... 


-G.P. Cycle Works. . .4721 Telegraph 
Ave. . .Oakland, CA 94609 
-(415)658-9844 

-State: Make, Model, Year, I.D. No. 





GOVERNMENT SURPLUS 





U.S. GOVERNMENT SURPLUS DIRECTORY. How, Where 
to buy 100,000 items (including Jeeps) ... low as 2 cents 
on dollar! Most complete information available ... $2.00. 
SURPLUS DISPOSAL, Box 19107-WV, Washington, D.C. 
20036. 


JEEPS, TRUCKS, Typically From $52.40. .. Automobiles, 
Boats, Motorcycles, Airplanes, Typewriters, Tools, 
Clothing, Sports, Camping, Photographic, Electronics 
Equipment...200,000 Bid Bargains Nationwide Direct 
From Government...Low as 2 cents on Dollar! Surplus 
Catalog and Sales Directory $1.00 (refundable first order). 
National Surplus Center, 240 Eastclass-CY, Joliet, IL 
60432. 








BILLETS & REGRINDS 







-Cycle cams ceo. cm 


1502 N El Camino Real / San Clemente, California 92672 





BOX 


N ... turns loose 
up to TWICE 

| iu THE POWER for 
BY touring, trails 
uU or track! 
WHEN WIDE OPEN doesn't 
quite make it any more, you need Powroll. 
We help four-strokes turn on — often can 
double your engine’s power. Suddenly 
there’s throttle to spare. Nice feeling, 
being a winner. Are you ready for it? 
Our new catalog/performance guide tells 
what and how. Send $2 for your copy. 


Kawasaki and Yamaha 4-stroke 
performance specialists 


—ffowRoLL 


Box 1206E8 @ Bend, OR 97701 e (503) 382-6395 


Honda, 


INVENTIONS WANTED 


INVENTIONS 
IDEAS WANTED 


Developed, Marketed for Hi cong for FREE booklet: 
Cash/Royalty. A 
Sales or Licensing to Industry. How to Safeguard, Develop 


s 
NOIDEAISTOOSMATIS and Market Your Idea 


to Industry." 
LAWRENCE PESKA 
ASSOCIATES Name 


500 Fifth Ave., Dept. COS sire 
New York, N.Y. 10036 ee 


Toll-Free No.: (800) 223-6655 
(N.Y. State residents call: i state 
(212) 354-9696) 


Offices throughout the US A & Canada fm Phone No 

















City 








PERSONALS 





CONDOMS BY MAIL! 


Your choice of the best men’s contraceptives 
Trojans. NuForm, exciting new JADE and 27 
other brands Plain, attractive package assures 
privacy Service is fast and guaranteed. Sample 
pack of 12 assorted condoms $3 Catalogue 
alone: 25¢ Over 50,000 satisfied customers. 
Write today: POPLAN, Dept. DCYEZ-1, 
105 N. Columbia, Chapel Hill, N.C. 27514 













MISCELLANEOUS 





IDENTIFICATION Cards, send stamped self-addressed en- 
velope for samples. NIPCOF, 727 North Main, Las Vegas, 
Nevada 89101. 


SLEEP LEARNING. Hypnotic Method, 92% effective. 
Details free. ASR Foundation, Box 23429 EG, Fort Lauder- 
dale, Florida 33307. 


FREE! Consumer Service Division Catalog. Includes a 
wide variety of products associated with the special inter- 
ests of readers of Ziff-Davis magazines — PSYCHOLOGY 
TODAY, POPULAR PHOTOGRAPHY, STEREO REVIEW, 
POPULAR ELECTRONICS, BOATING, FLYING, CAR & 
DRIVER, CYCLE, SKIING. Send for YOUR free catalog to- 
day. Consumer Service Div., 595 Broadway, Dept. CL, N.Y., 
NY 10012. 











1976 CYCLE BUYERS GUIDE 


MOTORCYCLE CATALOG SECTION— 
nearly 250 bikes, with photos and 
technical descriptions € ACCES- 
SORIES DIRECTORY—photos, tech 
descriptions and prices on helmets, 
gloves, goggles, jackets,  wind- 


shields, tools. tires and more @ 
MINIBIKES AND MINICYCLES 
CATALOG SECTION e ROAD TESTS 


ON '76 MODELS e TEN BEST CYCLE BUYS e 
Plus: State Motorcycle Laws 9 Bike Index by Dis- 
placement Category 9 Motorcycle Distributors € 
Listing of Major Competitions. It's the whole bag— 
and your next bike is here! Order your copy from 
Cycle Buyers Guide, Consumer Service Division, 595 
BroadWay, New York, N.Y. 10012. Enclose $2.25 
($1.95 plus 30c postage and handling). Outside 
U.S.A. $3.00 postpaid. Residents of Calif., Col., 
Fla., III., Mich., Mo., N.Y. State, D.C. and Tex. add 
applicable sales tax (postage and handling charges 
non-taxable). 


PLANNING TO 


MOVE? 


Let us know 8 weeks in advance so that you 
won't miss a single issue of CYCLE. 


Attach old label where indicated and print 
new address in space provided. Also include 
your mailing label whenever you write con- 
cerning your subscription. It helps us serve 
you promptly. 
Write to: P.O. Box 2776, Boulder, CO 80302, 
giving the following information: 
C Change address only [] Extend my subscription 
ENTER NEW SUBSCRIPTION 
O 1 year $7.98 C Payment enclosed 
Allow 30-60 days for (1 extra BONUS issue) 
delivery. O Bill me later 
0470 

















NEW ADDRESS HERE 






Name 





please print 
Address 





City 








State Zip 


Additional postage per year: For Canada add $2. For 
countries outside U.S. and Canada, add $3--cash in U.S. 
currency only. 


AFFIX OLD LABEL: 
itat abel handy, print OLD address here. | 


| 
| Nane=—= a, A 


please print 


( 
) Addis IS NEL 








If youhave no! 





L 
r 
\ 
| 
| 





Information Service 


Cycle Reader 
Brochure Service 


Here’s a listing of the latest in literature on 
commercially available motorcycle products. 
To receive any of the following materials, 
simply circle the number next to the item on 
coupon at right. Your request will be for- 
warded to the appropriate company. 


READER BROCHURE LISTING—AUGUST 1976 


101. 


102. 


103. 


104. 


105. 


106. 


TOT. 


108. 


109. 


110. 


Tits 


112. 


113. 


114. 


115. 


116. 


Hits 


118. 


120. 


GEREX offers information on their Multifire, pointless, high energy 
ignition systems for stock and racing machines. 

Features of the INDIAN on/off road motorcycle line are described 
in their colorful brochure. 

Four eight page brochures have been prepared on all the HONDA 
motorcycles including street, on/off road, dirt, trail and mini. 
Cafe Racer? DICK’S CYCLE WEST carries a line of special 
equipment just for you. 

If you like camping and off-road riding, DICK CEPEK INC.’s 
catalog contains just about anything you would need in tires, 
wheels, accessories, books, maps and other goodies. 
HERCULES DISTRIBUTING LTD. supplies a full line of motorcy- 
cle accessories available through your dealer. 

Boss gloves from BOSS SPORTS. Cafe, jumper, motocross and 
gauntlet styles are available. 

Racer of just a performance nut—R.C. ENGINEERING's catalog 
should have just about everything you need. 

A Mikuni parts list and order form is available from SUDCO 
INTERNATIONAL CORP. 

KRW Helmets in a variety of styles and colors is described in 
TRABACA’s full color brochure. 

If you like your water bed, try a water seat. JML PRODUCTS has 
information on their Travel East Water Cushion. 

Literature from SUPERSTAR features replacement fuel tanks for 
most bikes as well as a line of accessories. 

The SSSlider backrest and a multitude of other accessories at 
discount prices are featured in a catalog from dougdann, inc. 
It's touring time and a specially designed motorcycle tent camper 
is available from TIME OUT CORP. 

No matter where you tour—safety should be considered. AMF 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON is offering "Riding Tips for the Motorcy- 
clist'" prepared by the Motorcycle Safety Foundation. 

Vinly Liquid Patch repairs slits, holes and tears. Information 
available from P&B ENTERPRISES. 

If you have cooling problems, THERMO CHEM CORP. makes 
coolers for Hondas and a number of other bikes. 

Fact tags can be had from the FOX CORPORATION covering 


their Tracker, Desert Fox, Sundowner, Scamp and Go-Kart mod- 
els. 


. Information on 50cc and 125cc motorcycles is available from 


STIHL OIL INC. 


LUBRITECH!'s Honda and Kawasaki color and paint application 
charts also include painting tips for a professional finish. 


For any of the above information circle ap- 
propriate number on a coupon at right! 


Here's how you can get additional information concerning products 
and services advertised in this issue, the New Products Editorial Sec- 
tion, and the listing on this page: . 

1. Clip one of the coupons. Print, or type, your name and address as 
indicated. Be sure to include Zip Code. 

2. Please circle the number on the coupon which corresponds to the 
number at the bottom of the advertisement, New Product listing, or 
next to the item in our brochure listing on which you wish further 
information. 

3. Enclose 25¢ to cover our processing costs. Your name will be for- 
warded to each company from whom you have requested further 
information: Listed companies will mail out literature as they deem 
appropriate. 

4. Mail Coupon and 25€ to: Cycle 

P.O. Box 2904 

Clinton, lowa 52732 

5. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for receipt of literature and information. 


CYCLE, P.O. Box 2904, Clinton, lowa 52732 Don't Forget € 
EXPIRES OCTOBER 31, 1976 CC 8/76 A Quarter 25 
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Please send me 12 issues of Cycle for $3.99 and bill me. 
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NEWSLINE ...... Continued from page 10 


Suit-up for Suzuki riders: RM owners 
can show their colors and get proper 
protection with this gear from Suzuki 
dealers. The fiberglass, full-coverage 
helmet with reflective striping comes in 
white, silver, orange or yellow for $54.95. 
A polycarbonate model is available for 
$43.95. The jersey is open-mesh Nylon 
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t : ^ hoe 
with padded elbows. Regular sizes— 
Small through X-large—are priced at 
$10.99 and youth sizes can be had for 
$8.99. The gloves are a form-fitting com- 
bination of cabretta and goatskins 
backed with vinyl padding. They are made 


in sizes XS through XL at $17.99. 
CIRCLE NO. 7 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Honda GL-1000 mini-crash bars: 
What a shame it would be to gouge the 
valve covers on a Gold Wing engine in 
one of those dumb fall-overs. That’s what 
M/C Enterprises thought when they de- 
signed the mini-bars, so-called because 
they nestle close to the cylinders instead 





of running up to the tank. Minis are prop- 
erly braced with a cross bar that runs 
under the engine. These bars are triple 
chromed and bolt in place. The price is 
$49.95 from M/C Enterprises, 7725 Deer- 
ing Ave., Canoga Park, CA. 91304. 
CIRCLE NO. 8 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 
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Yama-Mann Chassis: Dick Mann, one 
of the finest racers in the history of the 
sport and one of the most technically 
knowledgeable, has turned his attention to 
the new Yamaha 500cc four-stroke sin- 
gle—and the frame he has crafted for itis a 
thing of beauty. The chassis is fabricated 
from chrome-moly steel tubing and its 
special geometry improves both stability 
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and weight transfer. Besides, it's lighter 
than the stock frame, stronger, and you 
can bolt on the necessary stock 500 com- 
ponents easily and quickly. Chain adjust- 
ment is by pivot-mounted eccentrics; 
frame finish is in tough red epoxy. Want to 
know more about it? Write to Dick Mann 
Specialties, 904 Wright Avenue 3* 4, Rich- 


mond, CA, 94801. 
CIRCLE NO. 9 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


Avon Returns: The Avon Rubber Com- 
pany, with 32 World Championships and 
77 World Records in its portfolio, is mak- 
ing inroads into the Superbike tire busi- 
ness with its new “Roadrunner” series. 
The Roadrunner, available for fronts and 
rears in seven sizes, carries a 130-mph 





certification, is compounded of special 
high-hysterisis rubber and has reinforced 
shoulder blocks to control wear out at the 
edges. For further information contact the 
American distributor, Hap Jones, Box 
3068, San Francisco, Calif. 94119. 

CIRCLE NO. 10 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 





They Don't Look Like Much, But. . . 
they sure are useful. Shown here are 
K&N's three new magneto flywheel pullers 
to fit most popular Hondas. Made from 
high quality steel and precision-machined, 
puller # T-94 fits the Honda 175, 200, 350, 





450, and 500T twin; for the Honda 750, 
specify #T-95; and for the 350 and 250 
XLs, #T-96. Write to K&N Engineering, 
P.O. Box 1329 Dept. B6, Riverside, Cal. 
92502. 

CIRCLE NO. 11 ON READER SERVICE PAGE 


A Screamer: From the Dualock Division 
of KRS Industries comes this state-of-the- 
art anti-theft device. The Dualock at- 
taches where the conventional license 
plate bracket goes, and has both a mer- 
cury-switch alarm circuit that adjusts au- 
tomatically to side- or center-stand 
parking, and an armored steel cable (in 


d 





either 5-ft. or 7-ft. lengths) that is con- 
nected to the electronics in such a way as 
to cause the alarm to sound if the cable is 
cut. Dual alarms can be heard as far as 
'4-mile away. For further information write 
KRS Industries, Dualock Division, One 
First Street, Los Altos, Calif. 94022 or call 


415-969-3627. 
CIRCLE NO. 12 ON READER SERVICE PAGE © 
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He does more 
than inhabit. He lives. 
Because he KNOWS. 
He smokes for pleasure. 
He gets it from the blend 
of Turkish and Domestic 
tobaccos in Camel Filters. 
Do you? 
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j Turkish and 
$ j i Domestic Blend 





Warning: The Surgeon General Has Determined 
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous to Your Health. 















Why only one faiting on the market 
does everything a fairing should. 


As stated in my first feature, the 
two basic purposes of a touring 
fairing are rider comfort and 
weather protection. And the 
Windjammer III fulfills these best. 
But with sc many imitators on 
themarket, how can you be sure? 
.. You have fo ask yourself 
several questions about the 
fairing you are considering, the 
company that makes it, how it is 
made, what features it has. Let's 
start from the beginning and 
explain why the Windjammer Ill 
has literally no real competition.. 
Design 
| started with an understanding 
- ofthe theories of aerodynamics, 
wind resistance, directional 
~~ stability... all as they relate to 
comfort and weather protection 
- on a motorcycle. 
. The Windjammers stunning 
looks merely stem from the fact 
That it performs its function 
erf Wr j 7 
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se good looks 


addition to black and. 
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| do my own testing—including 
riding in near zero temperatures. 
A rush of cold air instanily tells 
me where any problems are. 
And the way we build every 
fairing makes our meticulous 
designing and testing pay off 
foryou.  -. 
Materials 
In materials, some 
manufacturers base their 
selection solely on cost. We use 


. one simple criterion: 


Is it the best? If so, that’s it. 

Which explains why the 
Windjammer has always been 
expensive. i 

We use tough, durable ABS, 
for instance, a remarkable 
plastic alloy. Costly... but 
nothing less meets our 
standards. 


Construction 
Inner and outer shells are 


bonded into a one-piece 


monocoque structure, which is 
coated with a special urethane 
paint that flexes with the fairing. 
~ The result is a diamond-like 


oe finish that won't crack or flake. 


‘Heavy chrome vinyl edging 


. highlights the mirror-like finish, 
. fo prevent nicks and scuffs. 
$ i Why does no one else use 
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this technique? They simply 
don't know how. 


Important things you may 
never even think about 


We make 39 different mounting 
brackets, each individually 
engineered, to allow the 
Windjammer Ill to fit virtually any 
street machine. We also 
continually refit current models 
to make sure you don't have to 
do any modification work 
because of running changes 
you may not have known about. 
| want to know before you do. 

Our extra thought and care 
are evident in even the smallest 
details. E 

Like windshield mounting bolts 
of nylon, so they'll never rust. 
And screws with Phillips heads, 
to prevent the slip of a screw- 
driver from maring your fairing's 
finish. : 

Even our 32-page instruction 
booklet is painstakingly 
thorough. , 

In short, we make a big thin 
out of every little thing...the 
only way to make the best 
There is. 


Craftsmanship and 


quality control - 


In a mass-production world, our 
careful, deliberate methods 


certainly are unusual. But Our 


standards make the} 
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absolutely necessary. 

Every Windjammer III is 
thoroughly inspected at each 
stage of assembly. 

Each fairing also carries its 
own permanent record, keyed 
to its serial number. The record, 
filled out by each inspector, is 
kept on file; so if you ever need 
help, you get it quickly, 
accurately, 

We also have the largest 
dealer network in the business. 
Remember that, if you need a 
part on a trip far from home. 

All this gives you a good idea 
of what to look for in a fairing 
and why the Windjammer is the 
world's most popular. 

. To top it off, no other fairing 
can match the Windjammer III's 
options and accessories... to 
make your machine even more ` 
unique. 

That's the topic of our next 
feature. 


Wetter 


The first to do it right. 
Vetter Fairing Company. 
Rantoul, Illinois 64866 
(217) 893-9300 
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